
 
 
 
 
 December 30, 2009 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Chairman, Committee on Environment  
  and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Madam Chairman: 
 
Enclosed for your information is the Federal Register notice for a final rule amending 
Title 10, Part 50, “Domestic Licensing of Production and Utilization Facilities,” of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR Part 50).  The final rule provides updated fracture 
toughness requirements to protect against pressurized thermal shock (PTS) events for pressure 
vessels in pressurized-water reactors.   
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) published the proposed PTS rulemaking for 
public comment in the Federal Register on October 3, 2007.  During the rule’s development, the 
NRC determined that several changes to the proposed rule language were needed to 
adequately address stakeholders’ comments.  Subsequently, the NRC published a supplemental 
proposed rulemaking for public comment in the Federal Register on August 11, 2008.  After 
considering the original proposed rule, the supplemental proposed rule, and the stakeholders’ 
comments received on both, the NRC adopted the PTS final rule.   
 
This final rule provides new PTS requirements based on updated analysis methods.  
Pressurized-water reactor licensees can use these new requirements as an alternative to 
complying with the existing requirements. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
 
 Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director 
 Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register Notice  
 
cc: Senator James M. Inhofe 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 December 30, 2009 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Thomas R. Carper 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air  
  and Nuclear Safety 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Enclosed for your information is the Federal Register notice for a final rule amending 
Title 10, Part 50, “Domestic Licensing of Production and Utilization Facilities,” of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR Part 50).  The final rule provides updated fracture 
toughness requirements to protect against pressurized thermal shock (PTS) events for pressure 
vessels in pressurized-water reactors.   
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) published the proposed PTS rulemaking for 
public comment in the Federal Register on October 3, 2007.  During the rule’s development, the 
NRC determined that several changes to the proposed rule language were needed to 
adequately address stakeholders’ comments.  Subsequently, the NRC published a supplemental 
proposed rulemaking for public comment in the Federal Register on August 11, 2008.  After 
considering the original proposed rule, the supplemental proposed rule, and the stakeholders’ 
comments received on both, the NRC adopted the PTS final rule.   
 
This final rule provides new PTS requirements based on updated analysis methods.  
Pressurized-water reactor licensees can use these new requirements as an alternative to 
complying with the existing requirements. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
 
 Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director 
  Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register Notice  
 
cc:  Senator David Vitter 
 



 
 
 
 
 December 30, 2009 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Henry A. Waxman 
Chairman, Committee on Energy  
  and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Enclosed for your information is the Federal Register notice for a final rule amending 
Title 10, Part 50, “Domestic Licensing of Production and Utilization Facilities,” of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR Part 50).  The final rule provides updated fracture 
toughness requirements to protect against pressurized thermal shock (PTS) events for pressure 
vessels in pressurized-water reactors.   
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) published the proposed PTS rulemaking for 
public comment in the Federal Register on October 3, 2007.  During the rule’s development, the 
NRC determined that several changes to the proposed rule language were needed to 
adequately address stakeholders’ comments.  Subsequently, the NRC published a supplemental 
proposed rulemaking for public comment in the Federal Register on August 11, 2008.  After 
considering the original proposed rule, the supplemental proposed rule, and the stakeholders’ 
comments received on both, the NRC adopted the PTS final rule.   
 
This final rule provides new PTS requirements based on updated analysis methods.  
Pressurized-water reactor licensees can use these new requirements as an alternative to 
complying with the existing requirements. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
 Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director 
  Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register Notice  
 
cc:  Representative Joe Barton 
 



 
 
 
 
 December 30, 2009 
 
 
 
The Honorable Edward J. Markey 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy  
  and Environment 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Enclosed for your information is the Federal Register notice for a final rule amending 
Title 10, Part 50, “Domestic Licensing of Production and Utilization Facilities,” of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR Part 50).  The final rule provides updated fracture 
toughness requirements to protect against pressurized thermal shock (PTS) events for pressure 
vessels in pressurized-water reactors.   
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) published the proposed PTS rulemaking for 
public comment in the Federal Register on October 3, 2007.  During the rule’s development, the 
NRC determined that several changes to the proposed rule language were needed to 
adequately address stakeholders’ comments.  Subsequently, the NRC published a supplemental 
proposed rulemaking for public comment in the Federal Register on August 11, 2008.  After 
considering the original proposed rule, the supplemental proposed rule, and the stakeholders’ 
comments received on both, the NRC adopted the PTS final rule.   
 
This final rule provides new PTS requirements based on updated analysis methods.  
Pressurized-water reactor licensees can use these new requirements as an alternative to 
complying with the existing requirements. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
 
  Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director 
  Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register Notice  
 
cc:  Representative Fred Upton 



 
 December 30, 2009 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Chairman, Committee on Environment  
  and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Enclosed for your information is the Federal Register notice for a final rule amending 
Title 10, Part 50, “Domestic Licensing of Production and Utilization Facilities,” of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR Part 50).  The final rule provides updated fracture 
toughness requirements to protect against pressurized thermal shock (PTS) events for pressure 
vessels in pressurized-water reactors.   
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) published the proposed PTS rulemaking for 
public comment in the Federal Register on October 3, 2007.  During the rule’s development, the 
NRC determined that several changes to the proposed rule language were needed to 
adequately address stakeholders’ comments.  Subsequently, the NRC published a supplemental 
proposed rulemaking for public comment in the Federal Register on August 11, 2008.  After 
considering the original proposed rule, the supplemental proposed rule, and the stakeholders’ 
comments received on both, the NRC adopted the PTS final rule.   
 
This final rule provides new PTS requirements based on updated analysis methods.  
Pressurized-water reactor licensees can use these new requirements as an alternative to 
complying with the existing requirements. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
 Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director 
 Office of Congressional Affairs 
 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register Notice  
 
cc:  Senator James M. Inhofe 
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