
December 17, 2008 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

 
BEFORE THE ATOMIC SAFETY AND LICENSING BOARD  

 
In the Matter of )  
 )      
SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING CO. )  Docket Nos. 52-025-COL 
 )            52-026-COL   
(Vogtle Electric Generating Plant,  ) 
Units 3 and 4) )   

 
 

NRC STAFF ANSWER TO “PETITIONERS’ MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF 
TIME TO REPLY TO RESPONSES TO CONTENTION” 

 
 By Motion dated December 16, 2008, Petitioners1 in this proceeding moved for an 

extension of time to file a reply to the Answers filed by Southern Nuclear Operating Company 

(SNC, the Applicant) and the NRC Staff (Staff) to the intervention petition filed on November 17, 

2008.  See Petitioners’ Motion For Extension of Time To Reply To Responses To Contention 

(Motion).  Petitioners request an extension to December 23, on the basis of the length of the 

Applicant and Staff answers, the NRC’s “interest in efficiency,” and the Petitioners’ need for 

“extensive legal research” to respond to the issues in the Petition and Answers.  Motion at 2. 

 In the Motion, Petitioners state that “Counsel for the NRC Staff has not responded to the 

voicemail and email messages left by Petitioners on December 15 and 16, 2008.  Accordingly, 

Petitioners are unaware as to whether the NRC Staff supports or opposes the requested 

extension.”  Id.  The Staff notes that the only Staff attorney who Petitioners appear to have 

contacted with respect to this request was on annual leave; Petitioners do not appear to have 

contacted any of the other three NRC attorneys with a notice of appearance in this proceeding. 

 

                                                 
1 The Petitioners are Atlanta Women’s Action for New Directions (Atlanta WAND), Blue Ridge 

Environmental Defense League (BREDL), Center for a Sustainable Coast (CSC), Savannah Riverkeeper, 
and Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE). 

 



 Although the Staff does not agree that the justification stated in the Motion constitutes 

appropriate cause for the extension – because the seven-day time period is applicable to NRC 

proceedings generally (and it is not unusual for petitions and answers to be lengthy) and 

because replies “must focus narrowly on the legal or factual arguments first presented in the 

original petition or raised in the answers to it”2 – the Staff nevertheless does not oppose the 

requested extension. 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
           /signed (electronically) by/ 
       Patrick A. Moulding 
       Counsel for the NRC Staff 
       U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
       Mail Stop O-15 D21 
       Washington, DC 20555-0001 
       (301) 415-2549 
       Patrick.Moulding@nrc.gov 
 
Dated at Rockville, Maryland 
this 17th day of December, 2008 
 

                                                 
2  Nuclear Mgmt. Co., LLC (Palisades Nuclear Plant), CLI-06-17, 63 NRC 727, 732 (2006). 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that copies of the ANRC STAFF ANSWER TO ‘PETITIONERS’ MOTION FOR 
EXTENSION OF TIME TO REPLY TO RESPONSES TO CONTENTION’” have been served on 
the following persons by Electronic Information Exchange on this 17th day of December, 2008: 
 
Administrative Judge 
G. Paul Bollwerk, III, Chair 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
Mail Stop: T-3F23 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
E-mail: Paul.Bollwerk@nrc.gov 

Office of Commission Appellate 
   Adjudication 
Mail Stop O-16C1 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
E-mail:OCAAmail@nrc.gov 

Administrative Judge 
James F. Jackson  
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
Mail Stop: T-3F23 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
E-mail: James.Jackson@nrc.gov 

Office of the Secretary 
ATTN: Docketing and Service 
Mail Stop: O-16C1 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
E-mail: HEARINGDOCKET@nrc.gov 
 

Administrative Judge 
Nicholas G. Trikouros 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
Mail Stop: T-3F23 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
E-mail: Nicholas.Trikouros@nrc.gov 

Lawrence D. Sanders, Esq. 
Mindy Goldstein, Esq. 
Turner Environmental Law Clinic 
Emory University School of Law 
1301 Clifton Road 
Atlanta, GA 30322 
E-mail: lawrence.sanders@emory.edu, 
mindy.goldstein@emory.edu 
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M. Stanford Blanton 
Peter D. LeJeune 
Balch & Bingham LLP  
1710 6th Avenue North  
Birmingham, AL 35203 
Email:sblanton@balch.com, 
plejeune@balch.com 
 

Kathryn M. Sutton 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004 
Email: ksutton@morganlewis.com 
 

 
 
/signed (electronically) by/ 
Patrick A. Moulding 
Counsel for NRC Staff 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail Stop: O-15D21 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
(301) 415-2549 
Patrick.Moulding@nrc.gov 
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