December 29, 2008

Mr. James Connaughton, Chair
Council on Environmental Quality
Executive Office of the President
722 Jackson Place, NW
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Mr. Connaughton:

Enclosed please find the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) Cooperating Agency
Report regarding all Environmental Impact Statements (EISs) and Environmental Assessments
(EAs) begun during Fiscal Year 2008.

As stated during previous interactions and correspondence with Council on Environmental
Quality representatives, cooperating agency agreements are usually not used during
development of EISs and EAs. However, the NRC routinely and extensively consults with other
Federal, State, Tribal and local entities. We believe that these informal agreements achieve the
spirit of the formal Cooperating Agency status.

We appreciate the opportunity to continue providing information on this matter. If you need
further information from the NRC, please contact me or Richard Turtil of my staff. Mr. Turtil can
be reached at 301-415-2308 or E-mail: Richard.Turti@NRC.GOV.

Sincerely,

/RA/
Mark R. Shaffer, Director
Division of Intergovernmental Liaison
and Rulemaking
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs
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