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 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 

  MR. CAMERON: Okay.  If we could get 2 

everybody to take their seats we will get started 3 

with tonight's meeting. 4 

  Good evening everyone.  My name is Chip 5 

Cameron.  I work for the Executive Director for 6 

Operations at the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and 7 

it is my pleasure to serve as your facilitator for 8 

tonight's meeting.  And in that role I will try to 9 

help all of you to have a productive meeting tonight. 10 

  We are going to try to avoid using 11 

acronyms but we will be using the acronym NRC to 12 

refer to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 13 

  And our subject tonight is the NRC's 14 

environmental review process for an application we 15 

received from Progress Energy Florida to build and 16 

operate two new nuclear reactors at a site in Levy 17 

County. 18 

  And I just want to go over a few things 19 

about the meeting process so that you will know what 20 

to expect tonight.  And I would like to tell you 21 

about the format for the meeting, some very simple 22 

ground rules to allow us all to have a productive and 23 

fair meeting tonight, and to introduce the NRC's 24 
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speakers to you. 1 

  In terms of format, the meeting is 2 

divided into, essentially into two parts.  The first 3 

part of the meeting is an opportunity for us to give 4 

you some background on what the process is, what the 5 

NRC looks at when it is deciding whether to grant a 6 

license for a new nuclear power plant.  And we want 7 

to explain that and also explain how you can 8 

participate in that review process. 9 

  So we are going to start out with some 10 

brief presentations by NRC staff to give you that 11 

background. And we are going to talk about the 12 

presentations.  We'll address the entire process for 13 

the review of these applications.  But I want to 14 

emphasize that our focus tonight is on the 15 

environmental part of that review so we are going to 16 

be honing in on that more than the safety side.  But 17 

you will get an idea about the entire process.  And 18 

if it is not clear, we will be glad to answer 19 

questions about it. 20 

  And the second part of the meeting is an 21 

opportunity for you to talk to the NRC and an 22 

opportunity for us to listen to you, your concerns, 23 

your advice, your recommendations about what the NRC 24 
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should look at when it does its environmental review. 1 

  As the NRC staff will tell you, the 2 

product of that environmental review is an 3 

Environmental Impact Statement and we are here 4 

tonight to see what your concerns are on that. 5 

  And as you will see, the range of issues 6 

that can be relevant to an environmental review, the 7 

Environmental Impact Statement, is very broad.  So 8 

you will hear a lot of different types of issues I'm 9 

sure tonight from all of you who have signed up to 10 

talk to us. 11 

  And the NRC is also going to take written 12 

comments on these issues.  But we wanted to be here 13 

with you in person tonight to listen to you and to 14 

talk to you.  And anything you say tonight will have 15 

the same weight as a written comment. 16 

  And when we're done with the NRC 17 

presentations we will go out to you for some 18 

questions.  We will have to have a limited time for 19 

those questions because we do want to make sure that 20 

we get to all the people, and we will get to all the 21 

people who signed up to talk tonight.  And if we 22 

don't get to all the questions, the NRC staff is here 23 

to talk to you after the meeting for as long as you 24 



 
 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 7

need to talk to them. 1 

  In terms of ground rules, first, let's 2 

listen to both of the NRC presentations before we go 3 

to questions so that we can get all of that 4 

information out to you at one time.  And if you do 5 

have a question, just signal me and I'll try to see 6 

if I can stretch this cord back to you; otherwise I'm 7 

going to have to meet you halfway, or whatever. 8 

  And if you could just introduce yourself 9 

and any affiliation you have.  And I would ask that 10 

only one person at a time talk for two important 11 

reasons.  The most important is so that all of us can 12 

give our full attention to whomever has the 13 

microphone. 14 

  And the second important reason is so 15 

that we can get a clean transcript for the meeting so 16 

that we will know who is talking.  We have our Court 17 

Reporter with us, Peggy Huffman here.  And she is 18 

going to be taking a transcript.  That transcript 19 

will be available to the public and so it will be our 20 

record and your record of what was said here tonight. 21 

  In terms of the comment period of the 22 

meeting, hopefully everybody, if you want to speak, 23 

if you could, you would probably already filled out a 24 



 
 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 8

yellow card.  And even if you signed up in advance, 1 

if you could fill out a card for us so that just 2 

gives us an idea of how many people want to talk 3 

tonight. 4 

  But I will call your name and ask you to 5 

come up here to talk to us.  And I'm going to ask you 6 

to try to follow a five minute guideline for your 7 

remarks so that we can make sure that we hear from 8 

everybody tonight.  And I found that five minutes is 9 

usually enough time for someone to summarize their 10 

remarks.  And it alerts the NRC staff and also alerts 11 

people in the audience to what the issues of concern 12 

are to people.  So I ask you to follow that 13 

guideline. 14 

  If you want to amplify on your remarks, 15 

you could always file a -- submit a written comment 16 

to us. 17 

  And I guess the final thing I would say 18 

is just extend courtesy to everybody who is here 19 

tonight.  You may hear opinions tonight that you 20 

don't share and, in fact, you may really disagree 21 

with them.  But if you could just respect the person 22 

who is giving the opinion, and I think that will help 23 

us all. 24 
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  And let me introduce the NRC staff.  In 1 

terms of speakers, we are going to have first Gregory 2 

Hatchett.  Okay?  And Greg is the Branch Chief of the 3 

Environmental Project Branch at the NRC in the 4 

Division of Site and Environmental Reviews.  And that 5 

is in our Office of New Reactors.  It's a relatively 6 

new office that was set up to deal with all of the 7 

applications that we received for new reactors.  And 8 

Greg is going to give you an overview and a welcome 9 

of the process. 10 

  And then we're going to get to the heart 11 

of the review process and we are going to have 12 

Douglas Bruner, Doug Bruner, here.  He is the Project 13 

Manager for the environmental review on Levy County, 14 

this Levy County application.  And Doug is going to 15 

go through the entire review process and tell you how 16 

you can submit comments, schedule, all of that type 17 

of thing.  And Doug is in Greg Hatchett's branch. 18 

  We have our Safety Project Manager here. 19 

 In other words, the person who manages the safety 20 

evaluation of this application.  And that is Brian, 21 

Brian Anderson.  And he is also in the Office of New 22 

Reactors, but he is in the Division of New Reactor 23 

Licensing, I believe, rather than the Environmental 24 
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Division. 1 

  And finally we have our Senior NRC 2 

Manager here, Andrew "Drew" Persinko.  And he is the 3 

Deputy Division Director of the Division of Site and 4 

Environmental Reviews. 5 

  And with that I would just thank you all 6 

for coming out tonight to help us with this very 7 

important decision.  And I'm going to turn it over to 8 

Greg Hatchett.  Greg? 9 

  MR. HATCHETT: Good evening.  And at the 10 

risk of being a little redundant, I will repeat what 11 

Chip said. 12 

  I am Greg Hatchett.  I'm one of the 13 

Branch Chiefs in the Division of Site and 14 

Environmental Reviews.  And the Levy County review 15 

environmental portion is in my branch. 16 

  I want to thank all of you all for coming 17 

out this evening.  It is very encouraging to see so 18 

many faces and I know folks have other things they 19 

could be doing so we do appreciate you coming out, 20 

taking time out of your busy schedule to take part in 21 

this process.  Let me have the next slide, please. 22 

  The primary purpose of this meeting is to 23 

go through the scoping process for NRC, implementing 24 
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its responsibilities under the National Environmental 1 

Policy Act. 2 

  What I will say about that and to try to 3 

make some connection to where we are right now, I 4 

have to go back just a little bit to refresh some of 5 

the memories of folks.  If they were here before back 6 

in June we came to give an overview of our licensing 7 

process.  And we talked about generically what would 8 

happen, what we would do if we were to receive an 9 

application from Progress Energy Florida. 10 

  And so they submitted that application in 11 

the late July time frame and we began our review 12 

process to look at the application and determine if 13 

it was sufficient for docketing.  And once we do the 14 

docketing process then we begin a detailed review and 15 

analysis of that application. 16 

  So we are in that process of doing a 17 

detailed review right now.  And there is two tracks 18 

to that review process, one environmental and one 19 

safety. 20 

  And when I'm done, Doug is going to get 21 

up here and do all the heavy lifting, and talk about 22 

all that stuff in some detail, more than I'm going to 23 

talk about.  And so I'm going to try to be quick so 24 
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Doug can get up here and give you all the meat.  Let 1 

me have the next slide, please. 2 

  So again, like I said before, we did talk 3 

at the outreach meeting back in June about our 4 

licensing process.  The environmental review process 5 

has begun in earnest.  This is the scoping part of 6 

the environmental process where we come out to the 7 

community and try to gather information from those 8 

folks on the ground who know more about this 9 

environment than we do, to help improve the quality 10 

of the product that we're trying to put together and 11 

investigating the environmental impacts that could 12 

result from a proposed construction or an operation 13 

of a nuclear power plant. 14 

  And Doug is going to talk about hearings; 15 

he is going to talk about the public involvement 16 

process.  Let me have the next slide, please. 17 

  The public involvement process, as you 18 

see the slide behind me lists the numerous 19 

stakeholders, both federal, state, and local.  And I 20 

think for me this is the most important part of what 21 

we do at the Commission because the Commission 22 

benefits from having a broad and diverse group of 23 

stakeholders providing input into the licensing 24 
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process. 1 

  So again, let me say, I really appreciate 2 

you all being here and I look forward to meaningful 3 

and constructive feedback.  And with that I'm going 4 

to turn it over to Mr. Bruner.  Thank you. 5 

  MR. BRUNER: Next slide, please.  Good 6 

evening.  My name is Doug Bruner. I am the NRC 7 

Environmental Project Manager for processing the Levy 8 

County application. 9 

  What I'm going to do first is mention why 10 

the NRC exists.  Then I'm going to just briefly 11 

discuss the National Environmental Policy Act and 12 

then I'm going to tie the NRC into the, or vice 13 

versa, tie in the NEPA process into what the NRC 14 

does. 15 

  The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission is 16 

a federal regulatory agency.  And we exist to 17 

regulate the civilian, commercial, industrial, 18 

academic and medical uses of nuclear materials in 19 

order to protect the public's health and safety as 20 

well as the environment. 21 

  Now, NEPA, the National Environmental 22 

Policy Act, was signed into law on January 1, 1970.  23 

The Act establishes national environmental policy for 24 
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the protection, maintenance, and enhancement of the 1 

environment and provides a means for carrying out 2 

those goals.  In the case of licensing new reactors, 3 

this means through the development of an 4 

Environmental Impact Statement and I will be 5 

discussing the Environmental Impact Statement later 6 

in this presentation. 7 

  Now, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 8 

implements NEPA in a manner that is consistent with 9 

our licensing and regulatory functions under the 10 

Atomic Energy Act of 1954 and the Energy 11 

Reorganization Act of 1974. 12 

  In addition to NEPA, NRC's environmental 13 

review includes compliance with statutes like the 14 

National Historic Preservation Act, the Fish and 15 

Wildlife Act, along with many other laws and 16 

regulations.  Next slide, please. 17 

  As you heard from Greg, Progress Energy 18 

Florida is seeking a combined license for two new 19 

reactors.  This combined license is a combined 20 

construction permit and operating license with 21 

conditions and it is issued by the Nuclear Regulatory 22 

Commission.  It is an NRC decision that authorizes an 23 

applicant to construct and operate a nuclear power 24 
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plant at a specific site in accordance with laws and 1 

regulations. 2 

  And in this particular case Progress 3 

Energy Florida submitted a combined license 4 

application on July 30, 2008 for two AP1000 reactors, 5 

Units 1 and 2, to be built at the Levy County site.  6 

Next slide, please. 7 

  I am going to briefly discuss the four 8 

evolutions in this process.  And then I'm going to go 9 

more into the safety review and then the 10 

environmental. 11 

  This slide shows the major portions of 12 

the staff review, NRC regulations allow COL 13 

applications to reference what are called certified 14 

designs and designs that are docketed but not yet 15 

approved. 16 

  The AP1000 reactor design, Revision 17 

Fifteen, was certified by the NRC through a 18 

rulemaking.  The rule making process includes a 19 

specific opportunity for public comment.  The AP1000 20 

reactor design is being modified by Westinghouse and 21 

is being reviewed by the NRC staff.  This design, if 22 

acceptable, would again be certified by rule making. 23 

  Progress Energy is interested in using 24 
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this revised AP1000 design and their COL application 1 

references this design.  Additionally, the staff 2 

conducts site-specific safety review of the design as 3 

it would be located at the Levy County site. 4 

  And we also perform an environmental 5 

impact analysis using that design as well.  The 6 

environmental review is completely independent of the 7 

safety review. 8 

  It is important to note -- this is 9 

important as well. It is important to note that as 10 

part of the COL application, the Applicant has 11 

requested a limited work authorization.  It is also 12 

known as LWA.  If approved, the LWA would allow the 13 

Applicant to perform certain activities associated 14 

with the construction of foundations, and the LWA is 15 

a component of both the safety and the environmental 16 

reviews. 17 

  It is important to state that the 18 

activities assumed by the Applicant under the LWA do 19 

not guarantee approval of the COL.  Next slide, 20 

please. 21 

  This slide depicts an overview of the 22 

application review process.  We receive an 23 

application at this point for a combined construction 24 
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permit and operating license.  The license will go 1 

through both a safety review as well as environmental 2 

review. 3 

  And the objective of the safety review, 4 

or the product of the safety review, is the final 5 

Safety Evaluation Report.  And the product of our 6 

environmental review is the Environmental Impact 7 

Statement.  Both of these studies are conducted in 8 

parallel. 9 

  Both the final Safety Evaluation Report 10 

and the final Environmental Impact Statement are used 11 

as the main body of evidence in the hearing in order 12 

for the Commission to make a decision on whether or 13 

not to approve the license.  Next slide, please. 14 

  The primary purpose of today's meeting is 15 

to discuss the environmental review but it is also 16 

important to at least introduce the safety portion as 17 

well.  And some of these areas include the design of 18 

the facility.  Progress Energy plans to use the 19 

AP1000 reactor design as I previously mentioned. 20 

  We look at site suitability.  This 21 

describes how the environmental factors affect the 22 

plant design such as geologic, seismic, and 23 

hydrologic concerns.  We also look at concerns such 24 
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as flooding, hurricanes and tornadoes.  We address 1 

quality assurance.  We address the adequate physical 2 

security and we conduct this in consultation with the 3 

Department of Homeland Security. 4 

  We address the emergency preparedness and 5 

we conduct this review in consultation with the 6 

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  And we also 7 

look at operator training.  We want to make sure that 8 

the operators for the potential new units are 9 

properly trained to operate the units in a safe 10 

manner. 11 

  And as mentioned earlier, Brian Anderson 12 

is with us here today.  He is the Lead Safety Project 13 

Manager for the safety part of this study or the 14 

assessment.   Next slide, please. 15 

  And this is where I start discussing the 16 

environmental review process.  The environmental 17 

review, which again is the subject of today's 18 

meeting, is guided by the National Environmental 19 

Policy Act of 1969.  It's also known as NEPA.  And 20 

NEPA requires federal agencies to use a systematic 21 

approach to consider environmental impacts associated 22 

with major federal actions that have the potential to 23 

significantly affect the human environment.  It is a 24 
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disclosure tool which involves input from the public 1 

and by law requires development of an Environmental 2 

Impact Statement. 3 

  The NRC has determined that issuing a 4 

combined license for a nuclear facility is a major 5 

federal action and as such, the staff develops an 6 

Environmental Impact Statement before the Commission 7 

takes final action on any combined license 8 

application.  Next slide, please. 9 

  As part of the NRC's environmental 10 

review, we plan to evaluate the potential 11 

environmental impacts of construction and operation 12 

of two AP1000 units at the Levy County site.  NRC's 13 

regulations for implementing NEPA are found in 10 CFR 14 

Part 51.  And the NRC has established a systematic 15 

decision-making process to be applied during the 16 

environmental review of the combined license.  We 17 

call this our Environmental Standard Review Plan.  18 

It's also known as NUREG 1555.  And, again, it 19 

provides guidance to the NRC staff on how to review 20 

the application and how to document our findings in 21 

an Environmental Impact Statement.  Our regulations 22 

and guidance can be found at NRC's website at 23 

www.nrc.gov. 24 
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  During the environmental review we 1 

provide opportunities for public involvement during 2 

the scoping period, which is the reason we are here 3 

today.  The results of our review will be documented 4 

in our draft and final Environmental Impact Statement 5 

for the Levy County project and the public will have 6 

an opportunity to comment on the draft Environmental 7 

Impact Statement.  Throughout this environmental 8 

review process we will maintain an open and 9 

transparent review.  Next slide, please. 10 

  This slide presents the environmental 11 

review process in more detail.  An application for a 12 

combined construction permit and operating license 13 

will be submitted to the Nuclear Regulatory 14 

Commission.  That application goes through an 15 

acceptance review process.  And if it is found to 16 

meet our guidelines in terms of our guidance, 17 

documents, and is found to be complete, the 18 

application is docketed and then we begin our 19 

environmental review process. 20 

  In the case of the Levy application, it 21 

was submitted to the NRC on July 30, 2008.  It was 22 

docketed on October 6th, 2008, and a notice of intent 23 

was published in the Federal Register on October 24th. 24 
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 And that Notice of Intent is our notice to the 1 

public that we plan to prepare an Environmental 2 

Impact Statement and to conduct scoping, which is 3 

where we are right now and here. 4 

  The Notice of Intent opens up the sixty 5 

day window.  This week we have visited the site and 6 

the surrounding community, and we've met with the 7 

Applicant to go over their environmental report and 8 

ask questions, and to obtain more information. 9 

  And as part of the scoping, or the 10 

scoping part of this information gathering stage, is 11 

to meet with you tonight to gather your comments for 12 

use in our Environmental Impact Statement.  In any 13 

event, the draft Environmental Impact Statement is 14 

expected to be issued in the second half of 2009.  We 15 

will come back into the area.  Again a notice will be 16 

sent to the Federal Register where it will open up a 17 

seventy-five day window allowing public comments on 18 

the draft Environmental Impact Statement. 19 

  Your comments will be incorporated into 20 

the final Environmental Impact Statement which is 21 

expected in 2010.  And that final Environmental 22 

Impact Statement will be subject to a hearing.  And 23 

again, it is used as the main body of environmental 24 
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evidence in the hearing process for the Commission to 1 

make a decision on whether or not to grant the 2 

license.  Next slide, please. 3 

  I would like to use this slide to refocus 4 

on why we are here today.  We have come into your 5 

community with the hope that you will share with us 6 

those environmental issues and values that you 7 

believe are important to us to consider as we conduct 8 

our review. 9 

  Since we do not live in the community, 10 

you may be aware of environmental issues that should 11 

be considered before the NRC completes its 12 

assessment. 13 

  In addition to providing the comments and 14 

information here today, you have the opportunity to 15 

share your comments with us through December 23.  In 16 

a later slide it will list how you can send your 17 

comments to us after today's record is closed.  And 18 

all comments received during this scoping process 19 

will be included in the scoping summary report.  This 20 

document is expected to be available on the NRC 21 

website in April of 2009. 22 

  As mentioned earlier, comments applicable 23 

to the NRC's environmental review will be considered 24 
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in the development of the draft Environmental Impact 1 

Statement.  Next slide, please. 2 

  This slide shows the various sources that 3 

we use to obtain information.  And the key point that 4 

I want to make is that the staff's Environmental 5 

Impact Statement is an independent evaluation of the 6 

effects of the proposed plant on the environment and 7 

local community.  So although we're starting with the 8 

Applicant's environmental report, we are 9 

investigating information from many other sources.  10 

Next slide, please. 11 

  To conduct the review we've assembled an 12 

interdisciplinary team of NRC staff with backgrounds 13 

in the scientific and technical disciplines.  The NRC 14 

has contracted with the Pacific Northwest National 15 

Laboratories -- they are a Department of Energy 16 

laboratory -- and consultants from Information 17 

Systems Laboratory to assist us with preparation of 18 

the Environmental Impact Statement. 19 

  The NRC team is comprised of experts on 20 

wide-ranging topics related to environmental issues 21 

as well as nuclear power plants.  Next slide, please. 22 

  Again, you can make your written comments 23 

for the scoping process through December 23rd.  We do 24 
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have copies of the Federal Register notice on the 1 

tables in the back of the room.  And this notice has 2 

been prepared, which is the Federal Register Notice 3 

of Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact 4 

Statement and to conduct scoping. 5 

  This notice describes how you, the 6 

public, can submit your scoping comments.  And the 7 

next slide will share this information with you. 8 

  Once the staff has completed the draft 9 

Environmental Impact Statement, NRC will make it 10 

publically available to allow the public to provide 11 

comments on the draft Environmental Impact Statement. 12 

  Again, this opens up a seventy-five day window and 13 

you can start looking for the draft Environmental 14 

Impact Statement in the later half of next year. 15 

  Additionally, in 2009 we will be coming 16 

back into the area to hold another public meeting to 17 

share our result of that review and to receive your 18 

comments.  Your comments will be evaluated and 19 

addressed in the final Environmental Impact Statement 20 

and the Agency expects the Final Environmental Impact 21 

Statement to be issued in 2010. 22 

  An integrated schedule for the Levy 23 

County project has not been finalized and the 24 
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milestones are estimated.  The NRC's website, and 1 

specifically the project specific web page will 2 

provide that information when it becomes available.  3 

The link to the Levy County web page is listed on a 4 

later slide.  Next slide, please. 5 

  You will be able to submit those scoping 6 

comments to us by three methods.  One is by mail, one 7 

is by e-mail, and the other is in person.   And using 8 

these addresses -- and this slide will be presented 9 

at the end of the presentation to give you an 10 

opportunity to gather that information.  Next slide, 11 

please. 12 

  Briefly going to the hearing process.  13 

The hearing process offers another opportunity for 14 

public involvement.   The public has sixty days from 15 

the publishing of the hearing notice to petition to 16 

intervene in the hearing, and anyone who wishes to 17 

file a petition to intervene should give the hearing 18 

notice close attention.  It provides important 19 

information related to intervention.  Now, that is 20 

expected to be published within the next few days so 21 

you want to be looking for that. 22 

  In order to file a Petition to Intervene, 23 

you must obtain digital certificate approval in 24 
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advance or seek a waiver from the digital certificate 1 

requirement.  And information regarding the process 2 

will be provided in the hearing notice and on the 3 

website shown on this slide. 4 

  It is important not to wait until the 5 

last week of the notice period because it may take up 6 

to ten days to receive that digital certificate.  7 

Next slide, please. 8 

  Once more, the environmental review 9 

process is beginning and the public comment period 10 

for scoping ends on December 23.  You can participate 11 

in the scoping meeting here today and the meeting on 12 

the draft Environmental Impact Statement.  The NRC 13 

web page for the Levy County project can help you 14 

stay informed on related topics such as scheduling 15 

and access to the draft and final Environmental 16 

Impact Statements. 17 

  To petition for leave to intervene in the 18 

hearing process, again you must first receive digital 19 

certificate approval before you can file a petition 20 

to intervene, and the hearing covers both the safety 21 

and the environmental reviews.  And to obtain more 22 

information you can visit the website listed here on 23 

the bottom of this slide.  Next slide, please. 24 
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  Again, my name is Doug Bruner.  I am the 1 

Environmental Project Manager for the Levy County 2 

application and Brian Anderson is our Lead Safety 3 

Project Manager.  And our contact information is 4 

listed here. 5 

  Additionally, our documents can be viewed 6 

on NRC's website at the following link.  And we've 7 

also benefitted from the local libraries providing 8 

shelf space to us in order to shelve some of the 9 

environmental reports here for your review.  And 10 

those three libraries are the Citrus County Coastal 11 

Regional Library, the Bronson Public Library, and the 12 

Dunnellon Branch Library.  13 

  If you wish to be on our mailing list, 14 

make sure your name and address is provided to one of 15 

the NRC staff at the registration desk.  This is one 16 

way of ensuring that you will be notified of upcoming 17 

meetings and ensuring that you will get copies of the 18 

draft Final Environmental Impact Statement. 19 

  And this concludes my presentation.  20 

Thank you.   21 

  MR. CAMERON: Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you 22 

very much Doug and Greg.  And if we could have the 23 

lights.  Thank you. 24 
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  Doug gave you a simplified presentation 1 

of a very complex process.  And before we go to hear 2 

from those of you who wanted to speak tonight, let's 3 

see if there is any questions on the process that we 4 

can answer for you.  Anybody have a question? 5 

  Yes, sir?  And please introduce yourself 6 

to us. 7 

  MR. LEVIN: My name is Bernie Levin.  8 

Doug, I have a question.  Where did he go? 9 

  MR. BRUNER: I'm right here. 10 

  MR. LEVIN:  Okay.  Basically when I was 11 

looking at the design of the plant, the water intake 12 

is off the Florida Barge Canal.  This will encourage 13 

salt water intrusion and it is bad for the 14 

environment.  Is there any possibility of changing 15 

that water intake to the Gulf of Mexico instead on 16 

the Barge Canal? 17 

  MR. CAMERON: Thank you, Bernie. 18 

  MR. BRUNER: We're at the initial stages 19 

of our environmental review and we're not sure what 20 

the effect of that intake structure will be yet.  And 21 

I think by the time the draft Environmental Impact 22 

Statement has issued, there will be more information 23 

on -- within that document.  And the Environmental 24 
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Impact Statement is a very comprehensive technical 1 

document and it is going to provide a wealth of 2 

information for you.  And I think that possibly in 3 

the later half of next year we'll have more answers 4 

for you regarding the impact of that specific 5 

structure. 6 

  MR. CAMERON: And Bernie -- are you 7 

finished, Doug?  I'm sorry. 8 

  MR. BRUNER: Yes. 9 

  MR. CAMERON: Bernie, we will take even 10 

though it is a question we know you have a concern 11 

and a comment there, and we'll treat that as a 12 

comment. 13 

  MR. LEVIN: Oh, thank you very much. 14 

  MR. CAMERON: You're welcome.  Any other 15 

questions for the NRC staff?  Yes, sir? 16 

  MR. EDWARD JOHNSON: Edward Johnson.  When 17 

they finish these two plants out there are they going 18 

to close down the coal plant? 19 

  MR. CAMERON: That's a good question.  I 20 

don't think that any of the NRC people know the 21 

answer to that. 22 

  MR. JOHNSON: I don't think that's a high 23 

tech coal plant they have out there. 24 
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  MR. CAMERON: I'm not sure.  Do you have 1 

some information on that, Dan? 2 

  MR. MUSSATTI: Yes, I do.  My name is Dan 3 

Mussatti.  I'm the Economist for the environmental 4 

review that we're going to be doing here.  And from 5 

what I've learned, the four coal fired power plants 6 

that are over at the site right now, two of them are 7 

very old and the plan is to convert them into natural 8 

gas power plants rather than coal.  And the two newer 9 

ones are right now being retrofitted for scrubbers so 10 

that they can meet the environmental requirements to 11 

keep them as coal-fired power plants.  So all four of 12 

those will stay running. 13 

  MR. CAMERON: Okay.  And this is an NRC 14 

meeting and time is especially of a premium tonight. 15 

 And usually on issues that are really within the 16 

purview of the company, I recommend that whoever has 17 

a question about that, talk to the company people 18 

after the meeting.  But just to make sure that we've 19 

got everything right on that, does anybody want to 20 

say anything or do you want to talk to this gentleman 21 

after? 22 

  Okay.  You will get some more information 23 

on that, sir.  Thank you.  Any other questions before 24 
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we go on?  (No response.)  Okay.  Sure? 1 

  MR. ERNIE JOHNSON: When these plants are 2 

finished how much of the power are they going to sell 3 

out of state? 4 

  MR. CAMERON: That I believe -- let me 5 

find out.  In the Environmental Impact Statement, 6 

will we look at where that power goes to?  Andy, do 7 

you want to talk to that?  This is Andy Kugler, NRC 8 

staff. 9 

  MR. KUGLER: Well, we are not going to 10 

specifically be making a statement one way or the 11 

other where the power is going to go.  But one thing 12 

that we do in our Environmental Impact Statement is 13 

we look to determine whether or not there is a need 14 

for power in the region that Progress Energy Florida 15 

is responsible for. 16 

  And actually what we're going to largely 17 

be doing in that regard is looking at what the state 18 

has already done.  The Public Service Commission has 19 

made a ruling that there is a need for power within 20 

the service area that Progress Energy has here in 21 

Florida.  Now, I would imply from that that the power 22 

is for use here in Florida but we won't specifically 23 

get into that in the Environmental Impact Statement. 24 
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  MR. CAMERON: Okay.  So there is more to 1 

come on that issue.  Let's go to our speakers 2 

tonight.  And we will first go to Gary Maidhof and 3 

then we will go to John Williamson and then to 4 

Dorothy Pernu.  This is Gary. 5 

  MR. MAIDHOF: Thank you.  For the record, 6 

my name is Gary Maidhof.  I am Citrus County's 7 

Department of Development Services Director and I've 8 

been asked to speak on behalf of Citrus County. 9 

  The need for electricity within this 10 

region, both now and in the future, is clearly 11 

documented.  Progress Energy, and their predecessor, 12 

Florida Power Corporation, has a long and established 13 

history of providing efficient and safe operation of 14 

a nuclear power plant.  And this particular project 15 

is going to be in close proximity to the existing 16 

transmission system which makes it both efficient and 17 

less of an environmental impact. 18 

  While we still don't necessarily agree 19 

you picked the right county, this is the right region 20 

to locate that plant.  And I would point out that if 21 

at the end of the day if this application is found to 22 

not meet any standards we would encourage Progress 23 

Energy to look back at Citrus County as a potential 24 
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location site.  Thank you. 1 

  MR. CAMERON: Okay.  Thank you, Gary.  We 2 

are going to go to John Williamson.  And John is an 3 

official with the state of Florida and he is going to 4 

talk to us now.  John? 5 

  MR. JOHN WILLIAMSON: Good evening.  My 6 

name is John Williamson.  I'm the Administrator of 7 

the Environmental Radiation Section of the Florida 8 

Department of Health, Bureau of Radiation Control. 9 

  There may be many questions tonight on 10 

what type of environmental monitoring will be done at 11 

the plant or what type of monitoring was done at the 12 

old plant.  The Bureau of Radiation Control is 13 

responsible for performing a radiological 14 

environmental monitoring program around all the 15 

nuclear plants in the state of Florida.  We've been 16 

monitoring Crystal River since, I believe, 1969, 17 

approximately seven years before they ever first 18 

started the plant up. 19 

  If anyone is interested in getting 20 

reports of this environmental monitoring, I encourage 21 

you to talk to me after the meeting.  I can provide 22 

you a business card.  You can contact me and I would 23 

be happy to provide any of the reports that you like. 24 
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 Thank you. 1 

  MR. CAMERON: Thank you for that 2 

information, John. 3 

  We're going to go to Dorothy Pernu here 4 

and then we will go to Martha Barnwell and Emily 5 

Casey. 6 

  MS. EMILY PERNU: Hello.  My name is 7 

Dorothy Pernu and I am at Seven Rivers Regional 8 

Medical Center here in Crystal River. 9 

  Seven Rivers would like to express its 10 

support for Progress Energy's application to the NRC 11 

to construct and operate the Levy County nuclear 12 

site, Units #1 and #2.  Progress Energy has operated 13 

a nuclear plant here in the energy complex in Crystal 14 

River for over thirty years.  During that time 15 

Progress Energy has been an exceptional corporate 16 

partner and neighbor.  They have contributed to 17 

Citrus County's tax base.  Their employees have 18 

donated immeasurable funds as well as personal time 19 

for nonprofit organizations and the company has been 20 

a diligent partner in growing our community in a 21 

positive way. 22 

  Our region is one of the fastest growing 23 

in Florida.  Progress Energy is mindful of that fact 24 
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and how best to serve Florida's future energy demand. 1 

 The Levy County project will do just that. 2 

  We believe that the development of the 3 

nuclear power project in Levy County will bring jobs 4 

and economic benefit, not just to Levy County, but 5 

also the surrounding communities.  We welcome 6 

Progress Energy's initiative in bringing a balanced 7 

approach to the future energy demands of Florida in 8 

our region.  Thank you for your time. 9 

  MR. CAMERON: Thank you, Dorothy.  And 10 

Martha, Martha Barnwell? 11 

  MS. MARTHA BARNWELL: Thank you, Chip and 12 

good evening. 13 

  I am Martha Barnwell, Regional Vice 14 

President for Progress Energy Florida, and I am here 15 

to provide you a brief summary of why Progress Energy 16 

has applied for a license to build and operate two 17 

nuclear power plants in the Levy County area. 18 

  I first want to thank NRC for providing 19 

the public this opportunity to express their 20 

questions, and raise issues and I thank the public 21 

for being here tonight to be active participants in 22 

this process. 23 

  Progress Energy serves 1.4 million 24 
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customers here in the state of Florida across thirty-1 

five counties.  We are proud to be partners and 2 

citizens here in Citrus County as well as in Levy 3 

County, and the other thirty-five counties.  And we 4 

do operate four coal units and one nuclear unit here 5 

in Crystal River. 6 

  Sir, just to answer your question a 7 

little bit more fully, we have made no decisions 8 

about the four coal units that we have operating in 9 

Crystal River.  Clearly we have decisions that we 10 

will be making in the long term but it is quite a few 11 

years off before we will have all of the decisions 12 

finalized. 13 

  So let me just begin with by saying that 14 

despite the fact that this area of the state of 15 

Florida, as well as across the United States, that we 16 

are seeing an economic downturn, energy usage and 17 

growth in the state of Florida has been strong for a 18 

number of years.  Florida is the fourth largest state 19 

and ranks third in the usage per capita of energy 20 

consumption.  In addition, over the last three 21 

decades our home sizes have grown by over fifty 22 

percent and our usage has grown by over thirty 23 

percent. 24 
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  In the next decade, we project that we 1 

will have a twenty-five percent growth in usage here 2 

with our customers in the state of Florida. 3 

  At Progress we recognize that there is no 4 

one solution to the energy needs that we have here in 5 

the state.  It must be a balanced solution.  And that 6 

solution includes energy efficiency, investments in 7 

alternatives and renewables, as well as the building 8 

of state of the art plants, including state of the 9 

art nuclear plants. 10 

  Even with a significant commitment to 11 

energy efficiency and renewables, we will not be ale 12 

to meet the needs without cost effective 13 

environmentally responsible ways to serve Florida's 14 

needs through nuclear.  Nuclear also provides long 15 

term costability and it is the lowest production cost 16 

of any source of electricity, including coal and 17 

natural gas. 18 

  As we invest in carbon-free nuclear, we 19 

decrease our reliance on fossil fuels, and we 20 

stabilize our rates and reduce the fuel volatility 21 

that we have seen over the past several months. 22 

  Because of the time and expense required 23 

to build nuclear facilities we've got to take the 24 
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long-term view now and that is why we are all here 1 

today.  If plans continue to move forward and we 2 

receive state and federal regulatory approval, the 3 

two new advanced technology reactors could begin 4 

operating in 2016 and 2017 respectively.  Once the 5 

plants begin we anticipate that we will save our 6 

customers over $1 billion annually in fuel costs. 7 

  We have chosen Levy County as our 8 

preferred site for several reasons.  And one of those 9 

is a sufficient supply of cooling water, a critical 10 

factor in the operation of a nuclear plant.   11 

 The preferred site was chosen because it has 12 

ample water supply to support the plant without 13 

affecting other water usage and requirements in the 14 

area.  The cooling water for the plant will be 15 

supplied by salt water intake coming from the Gulf of 16 

Mexico.  This site also works well with our 17 

transmission facilities like  the ones we have 18 

existing in our plant facility to help bring this 19 

generation to our other customers in our thirty-five 20 

counties, as well as serving our customers here in 21 

Levy and Citrus. 22 

  The economic benefits of this plant are 23 

terrific.  The large local investment will allow the 24 
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county and residents to make investments through 1 

increased tax base, new jobs, enhanced local services 2 

and a variety of other benefits that local businesses 3 

will receive through our plant that we anticipate 4 

building here. 5 

  Levy County can expect to see about 800 6 

permanent jobs with the two units.  In addition to 7 

that, 1,000 to 2,000 ancillary jobs will be created 8 

and we anticipate during construction 3,000 jobs will 9 

be needed, or 3,000 people will be needed on site at 10 

its peak for construction. 11 

  But our investment doesn't just stop with 12 

the plant.  Our investment, as you have heard 13 

already, also involves the community and being a good 14 

partner and a good steward.  We strive to be a good 15 

steward and a good neighbor in the communities we 16 

serve. 17 

  We have a proven track record in nuclear 18 

operations.  We safely and efficiently have operated 19 

nuclear plants for more than thirty-six years.  We 20 

have five units and over four sites in North 21 

Carolina, South Carolina and here in Florida.  And 22 

our Crystal River plant has been operating since 23 

1970. 24 
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  We recognize that we have a significant 1 

decision here ahead of us from the regulators, and 2 

from the communities, and from our company.  We also 3 

welcome and applaud the rigorous regulatory review 4 

that we are going through. 5 

  We also believe it is essential that 6 

nuclear is part of our energy mix to meet the needs 7 

of our customers and the citizens of Florida in the 8 

coming years.  This process takes several years and 9 

it is important for us to file our application now in 10 

order to support the long-term needs of our state and 11 

nuclear as an option. 12 

  We're confident that these reviews will 13 

conclude that our licensing application is sound and 14 

provide the needed options to meet our energy needs 15 

in the future. 16 

  Thank you. 17 

  MR. CAMERON: Thank you, Martha.  We're 18 

going to go next to Emily, Emily Casey and then we're 19 

going to go to Mark Klutho and then to Robert Walther 20 

and Michael Hernandez.  And this is Emily. 21 

  MS. EMILY CASEY: Good evening.  My name 22 

is Emily Casey and welcome gentlemen to our wonderful 23 

area.  We appreciate you taking the time and effort 24 
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to come down and listen. 1 

  Since I thought this was an environmental 2 

scoping meeting I'm here to talk about our 3 

environment and some of my concerns that I have about 4 

this particular area.  So what I'm going to do is 5 

just read something briefly because I do have a 6 

report that I will submit to you in written form 7 

later on. 8 

  The title of my report for all is Got 9 

Water.  Our economy is in a crisis, just not enough 10 

money for everyone to sustain their previous 11 

lifestyle.  And now several things are occurring. 12 

  Everyone is cutting back on their usage 13 

of money and making wise decisions on their 14 

purchases.  Globally governments are bailing out 15 

financial institutions and big businesses who did not 16 

manage or use their money very wisely in the past. 17 

  Everyone is learning that we cannot 18 

continue with business as usual.  All over the world 19 

people are having to make choices about their 20 

finances that will affect the future of many 21 

generations to come.  This country is in a period 22 

where change, driven by needs, needs to occur quickly 23 

and smartly.  The world is watching. 24 
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  Just like with the economy the world is 1 

beginning to realize that we are now experiencing the 2 

starting point of a global water crisis.  People are 3 

slowly cutting back on unnecessary water usage and 4 

are starting to make wise choices on when and where 5 

to consume water. 6 

  Globally people are suffering from the 7 

lack of clean and fresh water and there is no 8 

government that can bail us out of this crisis.  9 

Everyone is learning that we cannot continue with 10 

business as usual.  All over the world people are 11 

having to make difficult choices concerning how much 12 

water they can obtain for food, cleanliness, health, 13 

and industry needs. 14 

  The choices made today will affect the 15 

future of not only many generations of humans to come 16 

but the health of all our ecological systems on this 17 

planet.  This country is in an important period where 18 

change does need to occur.  It needs to occur quickly 19 

and smartly.  The world is watching. 20 

  Okay.  The above just represents a quick 21 

snapshot of how the economy and water are 22 

experiencing a similar crisis.  The only way our 23 

environment is ever going to be able to recover from 24 
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the water deficit is to allow the earth's ecological 1 

banking system to work. 2 

  Where can this banking system be found 3 

and what types of resources are needed to make this 4 

accounting system functional?  The recharge areas 5 

which allow water from rainfall to percolate into the 6 

Floridian aquifer quickly and the wetlands, which 7 

hold, or in parentheses I have (save) water after the 8 

rainfall event, must be protected now. 9 

  The locations of the proposed Levy 1 and 10 

2 nuclear power plants would be in the area of the 11 

single most important recharge zone for southern Levy 12 

County and thus for the Waccassa Bay, the Big Bend 13 

sea grass beds, the Withlacoochee River and its 14 

watershed, the Goethe state forest, the Gulf Hammock 15 

wildlife management area, the Rainbow Springs 16 

watershed area, the aquiculture area and of utmost 17 

importance the area would be for that it provides 18 

fresh drinking water to the inhabitants of most of 19 

the southern part of Levy County, part of Marion 20 

County, and the northern part of Citrus County. 21 

  And with this I want to just -- I know 22 

you can't see it and I do apologize to everyone, but 23 

it will be in your exhibit.  This small red zone 24 
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right down in here, the southern part of Levy County, 1 

is a part of the Floridian aquifer's vulnerability 2 

assessment map.  It shows an area where the 3 

groundwater's quality and quantity are extremely 4 

vulnerable.  It is a very karst area and that means 5 

that the thin limestone covering of the Floridian 6 

aquifer has lots of holes in it, and there is also 7 

sinkholes, in fact, in that surrounding area.  And 8 

this is Exhibit 2. 9 

  The red shows all the sinkhole areas or 10 

at least within 787 feet of a sinkhole area.  And 11 

this is right in here. 12 

  And water can flow and will flow in many 13 

different directions.  It just depends on the amount 14 

of water in the system at any given time. 15 

  Surrounding the vulnerable recharge area 16 

-- since I equate it to economics I call that the 17 

area where money can be spent quickly -- it is the 18 

most important asset Florida has, the wetlands.  And 19 

that's the savings account. 20 

  From Cedar Key through an area north of 21 

Bronson and over to Daytona Beach it is now known 22 

that the aquifer only receives water from rainfall.  23 

The monitoring well set up north of this area, north 24 
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of the proposed area, by the USGS shows that the 1 

system is at a critical stage for water quantity a 2 

lot of the year.  The less rainfall the less water 3 

that goes into the system.  The less water in the 4 

system, along with the extremely high increases in 5 

consumption, can and will be catastrophic to this 6 

area. 7 

  We tend to think of countries that have 8 

lots of oil under their feet as being rich.  We 9 

should understand that an area with fresh, clean 10 

water has a treasure under their feet and it must not 11 

be wasted any more. 12 

  Placing the proposed plants in this area 13 

would contribute to the degradation of the ecological 14 

banking system which has worked fine for us in the 15 

past and will work better in the future if we can 16 

restore or at least maintain a lot of what we already 17 

have and not lose any more. 18 

  Maybe we could use the wetlands and the 19 

trees.  They are part of a carbon sequestration 20 

banking system.  I just think it is an idea since 21 

we're talking about all different ways to help our 22 

environment and the air and global climate change. 23 

  It has been estimated that to provide 24 
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water needs for all uses through the year 2030, the 1 

world would need to invest at least $1 trillion a 2 

year on technologies towards that end.  By not 3 

placing more demands on our fragile Floridian aquifer 4 

but to restore habitat and allow nature to work as it 5 

was intended to do it provides a cost-free system to 6 

obtain the most precious commodity that we all need, 7 

clean and fresh water. 8 

  And like I said, with that I will submit 9 

you a report so I'm just going to give you these two 10 

pages right now.  Thank you very much. 11 

  MR. CAMERON: Thank you, Emily, for those 12 

very specific comments and we will look forward to 13 

your submission.  Now we're going to go to Mark 14 

Klutho. 15 

  MR. MARK KLUTHO: Mark Klutho, 14496 120th 16 

Avenue North, Largo.  A nuclear bulls eye is on our 17 

back.  This was from the Tampa Tribune.  It's an 18 

abridge version.  You can find the full edition in 19 

Solar Today.  And, you know, like the last time the 20 

NRC was here, I hear a lot of lies from "Regressive 21 

Energy". 22 

  In this column, I'm going to read a 23 

little bit. 24 



 
 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 47

  FBI Director Robert Mueller, testifying 1 

before the Senate Committee on Intelligence in 2005, 2 

said:  Another area we consider vulnerable and target 3 

rich is the energy sector, particularly nuclear power 4 

plants. 5 

  Al-Qaida planner Khalid Sheikh Mohammed 6 

had nuclear power plants as part of his target set, 7 

and we have no reason to believe that al-Qaida has 8 

reconsidered.  A typical 1,000 megawatt reactor 9 

contains more than fifteen billion curies compared to 10 

about 2,000 from Hiroshima.  And this last nonsense 11 

about it being something efficient and an economical 12 

way to provide energy, in this column, he writes: 13 

  As The Economist magazine repeatedly 14 

emphasizes and Amory Lovins and all of my colleagues 15 

recently detailed in Forget Nuclear, nuclear power 16 

still makes no sense financially.  Well, you know, 17 

The Economist has only been publishing since 1843, 18 

the bible of the conservatist, the right. 19 

  And I have here this article about the 20 

EPA ruling that says the waste must now be 21 

sequestered for a million years.  Tell me who and how 22 

you are going to get a million year guarantee.  An 23 

also it was just recently in the news that Yucca 24 
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Mountain, which, by the way, is not going to be able 1 

to accept the waste, can't hold everything that the 2 

power plants now have ready to go, much less what any 3 

new power plant might make.  Talk about a safety 4 

issue, an environmental issue. 5 

  And then here is this article: Anti-6 

Nuclear Demonstrators Chain Selves to Tracks.  7 

Everybody talks about how great it is in France that 8 

they get seventy percent of their electricity from 9 

nuclear.  Well, they are sending it to Germany who is 10 

phasing out nuclear power.  And 15,000 demonstrators 11 

are trying to stop the rain from bringing the waste 12 

over that.  If it's so good why don't they keep all 13 

that waste in France. 14 

  I mean, there are so many disasters and 15 

did you know that the odds makers, what they give for 16 

a nuclear catastrophe at a plant?  It is one in two, 17 

fifty percent.  And can any nuclear power plant get 18 

insurance?  No. 19 

  Environmental concerns, I say that's a 20 

big one, a really big one.  Here is Amory Lovins' 21 

book, Non-Nuclear Futures, The Case for an Ethical 22 

Energy Strategy.  I've had this one since 1975.  That 23 

was five years after I was on a nuclear weapons 24 
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assembling team, arming the warheads for 155 1 

Howitzers. 2 

  And I've coined a term for what is going 3 

on here.  This is not the information; this is the 4 

second dark age; this is pure insanity. 5 

  In his paper from 1999, Climate: Making 6 

Sense and Making Money, One of the things he talks 7 

about in a typical building lighting circuit, if you 8 

go to the next gauge wire, next size larger wire, you 9 

will get a 193 percent annual return on your 10 

investment because you let the electrons flow through 11 

the wire more efficiently and you don't pay to heat 12 

the wire. 13 

  Now "Regressive Energy" just built a new 14 

building in downtown St. Petersburg.  Guess what?  I 15 

guarantee if you go in and you look at that building 16 

they did that wiring to code and they didn't do it 17 

like it tells you in this, Climate: Making Sense and 18 

Making Money.  Now, $17 billion and $3 billion goes 19 

to the power lines. 20 

  The hole gets deeper and here what do we 21 

have?  The article in the paper here, Costly Fuel, 22 

Bigger Buildings.  I'm going to the Commission 23 

meetings in Hillsborough and Pinellas County, the 24 
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School Board meetings, and I'm reminding all the 1 

senior citizens:  "You're paying and there's going to 2 

be a big jump in the utility bills.  You are paying 3 

for these power plants and you are doing it for the 4 

investors."  And a lot of the senior citizens, 5 

they're not going to see a lot of that electricity.  6 

They will be dead and buried.  This is a crime. 7 

  You know what Amory Lovins says about 8 

getting your hot water from electricity?  It's like 9 

cutting butter with a chainsaw. 10 

  Our last electric bill, $36.47.  Now, you 11 

want to talk about the environment?  That's because 12 

of the solar on the roof for our hot water.  I 13 

haven't even done the retrofit on the house yet.  It 14 

will be even less when that's completed and the house 15 

will also be able to stand up to a hurricane five. 16 

  MR. CAMERON: Thank you, Mark.  We are 17 

going to go to Robert Walther, Michael Hernandez, and 18 

then to Jennifer Sullivan.  This is Robert Walther. 19 

  MR. ROBERT WALTHER: Well, my name is Rob 20 

Walther.  I'm with the Clean and Safe Energy 21 

Coalition and I'm speaking on behalf of our coalition 22 

which is led by Christine Todd Whitman, former 23 

governor of New Jersey and EPA Administrator, and 24 
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Doctor Patrick Moore who was one of the founders of 1 

Greenpeace and the longest tenured head of that 2 

organization who now supports nuclear energy. 3 

  Our coalition boasts over 1700 members 4 

both locally and nationally.  We support construction 5 

of new reactors and are actively engaged in 6 

generating a public dialog to inform others about the 7 

way that nuclear power enhances America's energy 8 

security and economic growth. 9 

  The U. S. Department of Energy predicts 10 

that by the year 2030 our demand for electricity will 11 

have gone up by twenty-five percent.  Roughly that 12 

means for every four people in the United States add 13 

another who is flipping a switch, opening the 14 

refrigerator, or adjusting the thermostat. 15 

  As technology advances and our population 16 

increases, so too does our demand for electricity.  17 

In Florida alone demand is increasing faster than the 18 

state's population.  But is it any real wonder? 19 

  It used to be the only thing you used to 20 

carry on your person that used electricity was a 21 

watch than ran off a small battery.  But now laptops, 22 

I-pods, Blackberries, cell phones, and pretty soon we 23 

may have cars that are plugging into the outlets. 24 
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  I mentioned earlier that today we had a 1 

hearing on the Hill with the automakers.  And our 2 

congressmen and women suggested that electric hybrid 3 

plug-ins have to be part of the solution, have to be 4 

part of the future. 5 

  So how are we handling the enormous 6 

increases in electricity that we will need?  7 

Conservation and more efficient electrical appliances 8 

will help.  Let me clear.  We support them.  A deeper 9 

commitment to renewable sources such as wind, solar 10 

and geothermal is needed.  Let me be clear.  We 11 

support them. 12 

  But greater conservation and renewable 13 

energy don't provide the base load power, the round-14 

the-clock power that we need to run our country.  We 15 

need to be able to turn the switch on any time of 16 

day. 17 

  Consider today that all renewal sources 18 

produce two percent of our electricity while nuclear 19 

power accounts for twenty percent.  That's one out of 20 

every five homes or businesses in the United States. 21 

  The new plant that could be built in Levy 22 

will be able to power 1.4 million homes.  The reality 23 

is we will need to require more from all of these 24 
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sources and all others in the years ahead.  If the 1 

housing crisis in Florida has shown us anything, it 2 

is that sound economic policy must recognize the 3 

virtue of diversity.  So too must a wise energy plan. 4 

 And in that diverse plan nuclear energy is a 5 

critical component. 6 

  But there are other benefits of nuclear 7 

energy to the local economy.  It supports high paying 8 

jobs directly at the plant.  In fact, the Levy plant 9 

will provide thousands of construction jobs and many 10 

permanent jobs to the region.  Furthermore it is 11 

estimated that for every permanent job that is 12 

created at the plant, three more jobs will be created 13 

in the surrounding community.  That's three more Levy 14 

jobs.  They can't be exported. 15 

  Better schools, roads, and other civic 16 

improvements are also products of nuclear energy and 17 

nuclear energy will save Floridians $1 billion a year 18 

once up and running.  $1 billion a year once up and 19 

running.  20 

  We all have a shared stake in America's 21 

energy future and now is the time for the country to 22 

build more nuclear power plants to enable us to 23 

generate electricity with a clean, safe and 24 
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dependable source of power.  We support the NRC's 1 

preliminary recommendation and a continuation of the 2 

licensing process that would lead to new construction 3 

in the Levy community.  Thank you. 4 

  MR. CAMERON: Okay.  Thank you.  Now we're 5 

going to hear from Michael Hernandez.  And then I 6 

have to ask if we have a Pamela Casey who is in the 7 

audience or Josh and Sally Dickens who are with us?  8 

We will tune into you next.  I'm sorry.  Go ahead, 9 

Michael. 10 

  MR. MICHAEL HERNANDEZ:  Just to add on 11 

what Robert was Robert was saying. I'm here in the 12 

ground in Miami, Florida -- run out of Miami but I 13 

also do a lot of work in Tallahassee. 14 

  And I also wanted to discuss from an 15 

legislative perspective the support that nuclear 16 

energy has in Florida.  Just this past legislative 17 

session, Democrats and Republicans, 109 in the Senate 18 

and the House together the vote for a new energy bill 19 

in this state that supports nuclear energy and 20 

renewables as we do passed 108 to 1.  108 to 1 for a 21 

comprehensive new energy policy. 22 

  Former Governor Jeb Bush is a member of 23 

our coalition as is Senator Mike Fasano who 24 
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represents parts of Citrus County.  Senator Charley 1 

Dean, Senior, who represents Levy County, and Senator 2 

Carey Baker who just last week wrote an op-ed piece 3 

in the Orlando Sentinel, the title of which is Like 4 

It Or Not, Nuclear Has To Be a Part Of the Future.  5 

I'm paraphrasing much of what he said. 6 

  Our coalition is a grassroots coalition. 7 

 We welcome anybody and we welcome dialog with 8 

anyone.  Although we're not in the center here, we're 9 

off to the side and we and we welcome anyone both pro 10 

and con toward nuclear to come and speak to us. 11 

  We just want -- this is a success story 12 

in itself.  There is a public dialog, there are 13 

negative points of view, there are positive points of 14 

view, but there is a shared interest in our energy 15 

future. 16 

  One of our national co-chairs -- just so 17 

that I wrap up; I don't want to take up much more of 18 

your time. 19 

  One of our national co-chairs, as Robert 20 

mentioned, is Christine Todd Whitman.  She was a 21 

former governor of New Jersey and also the 22 

administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency. 23 

  She has a home in Key Largo which is 24 
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within ten miles of the Turkey Point Plant.  Her back 1 

yard is the Turkey Point Plant.  And from a personal 2 

perspective I'm a resident of Homestead, Florida.  I 3 

live within 2.5 miles of the Turkey Point Plant. 4 

  Homestead Florida also happens to be, 5 

according to U.S. News and World Report, the fastest 6 

growing city in the United States of America with 7 

50,000 residents or less.  That's indicative, at 8 

least to me and to that community that having Turkey 9 

Point in that area has not been a detriment to 10 

population growth.  It certainly hasn't been a 11 

detriment to the economy.  Despite the housing 12 

slowdown, it is still very populated.  We have 13 

restaurants going up everywhere.  There is a Chili's 14 

that was just built down the street from my home.  15 

And nuclear power has not been a detriment. 16 

  So I do want to get that on record that 17 

while we do support as a coalition renewables and 18 

various sources to power our future, nuclear has to 19 

be a part of it in our view.  And I thank you for the 20 

time. 21 

  MR. CAMERON: Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you 22 

very much, Michael.  Jennifer?  This is Jennifer 23 

Sullivan. 24 
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  MS. JENNIFER SULLIVAN: Have you read any 1 

books by Doctor Helen Caldicott lately?  You should. 2 

 She tells it like it is about nuclear. 3 

  I'm from the Florida Green Party.  Some 4 

questions that I -- I have some information for you 5 

to note and some questions for you to consider.  6 

After the infamous energy company Enron with their 7 

scam, a lot of people are skeptical of these 8 

companies. 9 

  Can I have a show of hands of who would 10 

just love to live next door to a nuclear power plant? 11 

 Let me see some hands.  Okay.  We've got one, two, 12 

three, four, five, six.  Oh, about ten or twelve 13 

people.  Actually the majority is saying no but there 14 

are some people that actually would love it.  That's 15 

interesting because they are putting this plant so 16 

far away from the population that it supposed to be 17 

serving.  The more populace areas would be a lot more 18 

costly to cover should there be a disaster. 19 

  But although it is more expensive to move 20 

this energy so far and it is more wasteful to move 21 

it, the customer is going to pay for that anyway. 22 

  I see a pretty one-sided group here.   We 23 

have the Nuclear Regulatory Commission here; we have 24 
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the Nuclear Energy Promo group that is here; and the 1 

Progress Energy Company that wants to do nuclear 2 

here. 3 

  Where are the other options?  It's hard 4 

to trust the politicians and proponents that lobby 5 

them.  Especially we are a little scarred after eight 6 

years of what we just had. 7 

  Anyway, why should customers pay for an 8 

iffy business, at best.  Chernobyl, Three Mile Island 9 

were the disasters but we are told that they've learn 10 

from their mistakes.  If you make a poisonous cake it 11 

would be okay to eat it if I could come up with a 12 

less poisonous cake. 13 

  Back to funding.  Progress Energy is for 14 

profit.  That is why so many who have jobs and in 15 

this business for profit are here to promote it. 16 

  Where are the options of conservation?  17 

You want to hear that.  They don't make money off of 18 

that.  Where are the solar representatives?  Not 19 

invited, not funded, not considered as an option.  20 

Where are the wood power reps?  Same thing.  Solar is 21 

being used worldwide despite the oil, coal, gas and 22 

nuclear industry's suppression of it. 23 

  It is used in the Northwest United States 24 
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and in Scandinavia.  There is huge solar fields that 1 

are being built in the western part of this nation.  2 

And if you think we don't have wind here in Florida, 3 

they say we don't, then these people need to get out 4 

in the Gulf of Mexico once in a while.  We've got 5 

wind. 6 

  Meanwhile, after being one of the first 7 

to use nuclear, the Germans are phasing it out 8 

completely by 2020.  Germany is the second largest 9 

economy in the world and they see nuclear as a bad 10 

investment.  Why should we pour money into nuclear 11 

when the second largest economy in the world is 12 

phasing it out? 13 

  If you work for a group whose job it is 14 

to promote nuclear, if you work for a commission 15 

whose job it is to regulate nuclear, if you work for 16 

a company wanting to profit from the nuclear, you 17 

will be giving a biased opinion and we are being 18 

immersed in pro-nuclear this evening, ladies and 19 

gentlemen. 20 

  First, do no harm.  We already have 21 

nuclear waste with a half life of thousands of year 22 

that will already fill the Yucca Mountain area.  As 23 

the gentleman said, let's not make more. 24 
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  Uranium is used to heat water.  Nuclear 1 

is not clean.  It is poisonous, it is deadly, it is 2 

dangerous to the area's environment, to people, 3 

animals, soil, and water.  It can be used by 4 

terrorist.  Let's not make more.  5 

  This is an expensive and dangerous 6 

proposition.  Scientist in their studies can be 7 

biased towards whoever is funding them.  If they 8 

dangle jobs in front of you what kind of jobs?  What 9 

is your health worth to you to look the other way? 10 

  You can listen on line to the archives of 11 

Today's Democracy Now.  This show presented today 12 

shows studies of the poisons that workers, civilians 13 

and soldiers were exposed to, supposedly regulated, 14 

and the repercussions are these. 15 

  One example was the Vietnam Agent Orange. 16 

 And then there is what is known as the Kuwait Cough 17 

from the Gulf War II, or Gulf War I, rather.  And now 18 

there is a Chromium poison by KBR, Kellogg, Brown and 19 

Root.  They used to be an affiliate of Halliburton.  20 

Anyway, that's in the Gulf War, too.  But these 21 

things have been happening. 22 

  Anyway, Democracy Now is 23 

www.DemocracyNow.org.  And you can look up and watch 24 
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past shows and you can see through the archives of 1 

all the different shows.  But this is one of the best 2 

news programs out there and it is on 500 stations in 3 

case you missed it today. 4 

  But it is interesting to see the kind of 5 

poisons, the kind of things that we hear from 6 

politicians or from people in power that are making 7 

some money off of something and they are going feed 8 

people this story that sounds good.  And you repeat 9 

it and you repeat it and people start to believe it 10 

as truth.  Well, it is not truth. 11 

  So another source would be the GP.Org 12 

site, and you could go on that.  That is Green Party. 13 

 And you can go to the Florida Green Party and we 14 

have a Florida paper on energy, The Green Paper on 15 

energy and you can see what our studies on nuclear 16 

show.  And also, as I said, read Helen Caldicott, 17 

Doctor Helen Caldicott's book. 18 

  MR. CAMERON: Thank you.  Thank you very 19 

much for that information.  And is there a Pamela 20 

Casey?  (No response.)  Okay.  And are the Dickinsons 21 

here by any chance?  (No response.)  All right.  Well 22 

then let's go to Alan Hodges, Maloni Lewis, and Anita 23 

Stewart.  And this is Alan. 24 
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  MR. ALAN HODGES: Good evening.  My name 1 

is Alan Hodges.   I'm an Economist at the University 2 

of Florida and our team there is contracted with 3 

Progress Energy to conduct an economic impact 4 

analysis of the proposed nuclear facility.  Our team 5 

has extensive experience in evaluating economic 6 

impacts of a variety of economic development 7 

projects, including power plants. 8 

  We've just started this analysis and 9 

expect to deliver our final report in April of this 10 

year.  And it will be made available to the public on 11 

the internet and will be a peer reviewed study. 12 

  My purpose at the meeting tonight is to 13 

describe briefly the scope of our analysis in general 14 

terms, and also to solicit input on the scope of 15 

work. 16 

  The study will evaluate the economic 17 

impacts of the nuclear plant construction during 2009 18 

through 2017, and then the ongoing electric power 19 

generation operations that start in 2016. 20 

  Impacts will be evaluated specifically 21 

for the local area of Levy, Citrus, and Marion 22 

Counties, and also for the state of Florida.  Impact 23 

measures include employment, full time and part time, 24 
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seasonal jobs, output or the business revenue impact, 1 

and also value added or income impacts. 2 

  In addition, perhaps more importantly we 3 

will also examine fiscal impacts on state and local 4 

government revenues and expenditures for services 5 

such as property taxes, sales taxes, school 6 

districts, public safety, and public works 7 

improvements.  Other possible impacts of the nuclear 8 

development on the environment, on electric utility 9 

rates, and electric system reliability are, of 10 

course, important but are beyond the scope of our 11 

work.  But that is covered by the overall NRC review 12 

process. 13 

  Our analysis will only consider spending 14 

for construction and operations that occurs within 15 

this local area or within the state of Florida.  16 

Purchases of equipment and contractual services from 17 

vendors outside these areas represent what we term a 18 

"leakage," and do not generate any further local 19 

impacts. 20 

  Local spending on plant construction and 21 

power generation operations are considered to be new 22 

economic activities that represent additional final 23 

demand, and thus will generate secondary or spin-off 24 
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effects for the local and state economies. 1 

  To estimate economic impacts, we use a 2 

modeling system called IMPLAN that enables us to 3 

construct regional economic models that reflect the 4 

specific makeup of a local area in terms of mixed 5 

industries present.  This type of analysis is 6 

standard practice in the economics profession. 7 

  IMPLAN and other similar models labeled 8 

the estimation of economic multipliers which capture 9 

the secondary or spinoff effects in addition to the 10 

direct spending and employment that occurs.  One type 11 

of spinoff effect involves the purchase of inputs 12 

through the supply chain of local vendors. 13 

  For example, purchases of concrete for 14 

construction, which they use a lot of in a nuclear 15 

plant, gives rise to new demand for aggregate 16 

materials which, in turn, stimulates purchases of 17 

inputs from mining operations. 18 

  Another type of spinoff effect is the 19 

personal consumption expenditures made by industry 20 

employees for food, clothing, housing, transportation 21 

and so forth and are model accounts for the different 22 

spending patterns that occur by households of 23 

different income levels. 24 
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  Typically, the total impacts of a new 1 

development project on a regional economy may be one-2 

and-a-half to two-and-a-half times the value of the 3 

original spending.  Somebody else mentioned three 4 

times.  That would be a bit unusual.  But it all 5 

depends on what the structure of your local areas is 6 

on how these spinoff effects play out. 7 

  According to figures provided by Progress 8 

Energy, total investment in the two new nuclear units 9 

and associated infrastructure will be on the order of 10 

$17 billion.  This is certainly a large investment by 11 

any standard, and particularly in a relatively rural 12 

area such as this.  Perhaps the largest single 13 

investment ever made in Levy County. 14 

  At this point it has not yet been 15 

determined how much of that investment will occur in 16 

the local area or what this will contribute toward 17 

the assessed value of property in Levy County. 18 

  Estimating construction expenditures in 19 

this case is made difficult because of the rapidly 20 

changing prices for commodities, and also the fact 21 

that there have not been any new nuclear plants built 22 

in the U.S. in over thirty years. 23 

  Based on data currently available, there 24 
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would be about 2,900 workers on site at the peak of 1 

construction, including Progress Energy personnel and 2 

contract employees.  And based on staffing patterns 3 

for other similar large projects, we can estimate 4 

that about sixty percent of those contract employees 5 

would reside in the local area. 6 

  Once in operation, the plant is expected 7 

to have 800 to 900 permanent employees, all of whom 8 

would presumably reside in the local area and 9 

therefore would be spending their income locally.  10 

These are, of course, it's been mentioned, very well-11 

paying jobs.  Roughly half of those positions are 12 

expected to receive annual salaries in excess of 13 

$70,000 and an overall average of about $65,000, 14 

which is more than double the current average annual 15 

earnings in this three-county area of about $31,000. 16 

  Thank you very much for your attention 17 

and I would welcome any comments you may have on our 18 

study.  Thank you. 19 

  MR. CAMERON: Thank you very much, Alan.  20 

And I know our environmental staff, particularly our 21 

economist, will be interest in getting a copy.  And I 22 

see that Daniel has already given you his card. 23 

  Let me ask Katrice, would you come up and 24 
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speak to us now?  And it is Macreese? 1 

  MS. KATRICE McCRAY-HOLLY: McCray.  2 

Katrice McCray-Holly. 3 

  MR. CAMERON: Katrice McCray-Holly.  Thank 4 

you, Katrice. 5 

  MS. KATRICE McCRAY-HOLLY: Good evening.  6 

I'm Katrice McCray-Holly.  I always tell people I'm a 7 

Citrus County native.  My family has been here for 8 

five generations. 9 

  I am founder and Executive Director of 10 

the Community Action Foundation of Citrus County.  11 

With me tonight is Ms. Rolay (phonetic) Lewis and her 12 

daughter, Maloni, who is going to speak with us a 13 

little later. 14 

  The Community Action Foundation exists to 15 

reach our families and our children.  Citrus County 16 

has been traditionally very rural with few 17 

opportunities for education and higher paying jobs.  18 

My role in the community is to reach out to the 19 

children. 20 

  We have programs for children grades K 21 

through twelve, and we meet with them on a weekly 22 

basis.  We offer mentoring and tutoring.  We teach a 23 

formal etiquette lesson every week and the whole 24 
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point of that is to reinforce education, academic, 1 

etiquette, values and bridge the gap to culture. 2 

  From that our whole point is getting our 3 

kids, first of all, to graduate high school and go on 4 

to either further training or higher education in 5 

hopes of getting better jobs to make a difference in 6 

their lives. 7 

  I am here today in support of Progress 8 

Energy and the two power plants that they proposed to 9 

build, wherever that may be in this area so that our 10 

families can have access to better opportunities as 11 

well as they have a partnership with Central Florida 12 

Community College.  And we support their engineering 13 

technology programs again in hopes of educating our 14 

community to provide better jobs and incomes for our 15 

family.  Thank you. 16 

  MR. CAMERON: Thanks Katrice.  Maybe we 17 

should get your colleagues up right now.  And is it 18 

Maloni?  Maloni.  Okay.  And may be -- thank you, 19 

Daniel.  It may be too high but we will see.  Watch 20 

she doesn't fall. 21 

  MR. DAN MUSSATTI: That's why I'm here. 22 

  MS. MALONI LEWIS: My name is Maloni Lewis 23 

and I am nine years old.  I attend Seven Rivers 24 
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Christian School and I want to be a trained engineer 1 

when I grow up.  I want the new power plant because 2 

it can help people get jobs and to lower the energy 3 

cost for my family and friends.  Thank you. 4 

  MR. CAMERON: Thank you very much.  And 5 

how about Anita, Anita Stewart?  Here is Anita. 6 

  MS. ANITA STEWART: Hi.  My name is Anita 7 

Stewart. I'm a long-time Florida resident.  I'm also 8 

with the Green Party. 9 

  I do not believe that nuclear energy is 10 

clean nor is it safe for the consumers, the 11 

environment.  And it is definitely not energy that 12 

provides sustainability. 13 

  If the Levy County nuclear reactor is 14 

private enterprise, why is Progress Energy passing on 15 

the cost of the planned nuclear reactor to its 16 

customers in the way of a rate hike in their power 17 

bills?  Why, if the customers are paying for this 18 

enterprise, do they not own it?  Is Progress Energy 19 

prepared to pay millions of dollars to repair a 20 

nuclear plant should it fail after a hurricane, or 21 

would the cost of that repair also be passed on to 22 

the Progress Energy consumers and customers? 23 

  In this time of the super big bailouts, 24 
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citizens are becoming very weary of footing the bills 1 

for the major corporation and their own government.  2 

And we can make a perfect example of what happened 3 

after Hurricane Andrew when Florida Power and Light's 4 

Turkey Point Nuclear Plant, who failed during the 5 

storm, one smoke stack was imploded not shortly after 6 

the storm itself, and the company paid out $90 7 

million to make the repairs to get the plant back on 8 

line.  Many people don't know that happened but my 9 

source was an article by Tom Dubuque out of the Miami 10 

Herald.  And my research is still ongoing regarding 11 

who actually paid the $90 million. 12 

  Progress Energy could do the right thing 13 

and take the billions of dollars that are allocated 14 

for the planning and implementation of this plant and 15 

work on creating truly sustainable energy plans for 16 

our state using solar, wind and other natural 17 

alternatives.  By doing this we would be creating 18 

just as many jobs, sustaining our environment, 19 

protecting our employment, and leaving green 20 

solutions for those who come after us, such as our 21 

children. 22 

  By the time the Levy County plant comes 23 

on line some of its technology will already be 24 
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outdated.  Everybody is talking about change this 1 

year.  It has become a real key word.  Do we want 2 

nebulous change or something really life changing.  3 

This is something that we all need to think about and 4 

this gives us many opportunities.  Alternative energy 5 

sources could be our real change.  Thank you. 6 

  MR. CAMERON: Thank you, Anita.  We're 7 

going to go to Dixie, Dixie Hollins and Pamela 8 

Albert. 9 

  MS. DIXIE HOLLINS:   Good evening.  My 10 

name is Dixie Hollins and I am the present owner of 11 

Hollinswood Ranch in Citrus County, which my father 12 

and grandfather purchased in 1942 which comprised 13 

approximately 20,000 acres.  And I'm very proud to be 14 

here as a third generation Floridian and be part of 15 

the Progress Energy, Florida Power back then, of the 16 

four coal units and the nuclear power unit that's 17 

here today in Citrus County. 18 

  I lived and still live in that vicinity. 19 

 I lived as close as a half mile for twenty-five 20 

years next to Progress Energy's plant, including the 21 

nuclear power plant. 22 

  I can attest to you that they are good 23 

neighbors.  I can assure you that a full cooperation 24 
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with that company.  They have gone beyond the call of 1 

duty on security, drainage, protecting the 2 

environment.  And the only problem that I've ever had 3 

with them is when they put the fish hatchery in.  And 4 

my father was very concerned that they didn't give 5 

him the key to the fish hatchery so he could go 6 

fishing. 7 

  This is a huge opportunity for the people 8 

in Citrus County and Levy County to grow with this 9 

environment and this economy up here.  Change is 10 

coming and we need electricity.  This is the cleanest 11 

electricity that I know of.  They have done a good 12 

job.  They will bend over, as I said, backwards for 13 

this community, whether it is in Citrus of Levy 14 

County. 15 

  I am very proud to be standing up here in 16 

front of you as a third generation Floridian and been 17 

a first line experience with Progress Energy.  They 18 

have various concerns with their noise, with their 19 

lighting, drainage, as I already mentioned.  They put 20 

salt water cooling towers in.  They also put drift 21 

monitors on my property because I was in the timber 22 

business and I was concerned with salt.  Complete 23 

cooperation. 24 
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  I am also a landowner to the north of 1 

them.  I will be a landowner to the south of Progress 2 

Energy in Levy County and I am a landowner to the 3 

north of the existing Progress Energy.  And I can't 4 

say enough about what this is going to do for this 5 

community and the economy that is such in bad need 6 

here in the United States of America.  Whoops!  7 

(Lights go out.)  I guess it's time for me to hush. 8 

  MR. CAMERON: It's just a subtle hint, 9 

Dixie.  Does anyone know why the lights went out like 10 

that? 11 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: We need solar 12 

energy. 13 

  MR. CAMERON: All right.  The switches 14 

aren't working?  I guess not.  All right. Well, don't 15 

worry.  I think we are in a safe situation here.  16 

Anyway, you want to finish up for us? 17 

  MR. HOLLINS: Sure.  While the lights are 18 

out I want to share a story with you all, which is a 19 

true story and this happened to remind me. 20 

  A committee of one hundred about twenty 21 

years ago had a big industrial appreciation party out 22 

at our Hollinswood Ranch, 1500 people out there in 23 

support of Progress Energy.  And the lights did go 24 
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out up there.  We blew a transformer. 1 

  And with all due respect, I appreciate 2 

the opportunity to speak before you.  I am also the 3 

President-Elect of the Citrus County Chamber of 4 

Commerce, 1200 members.  And we are so excited about 5 

what this will boost the economy, jobs, schools, 6 

education, and the opportunity for our educated 7 

people to stay here in this area and have a good job. 8 

 Thank you very much. 9 

  MR. CAMERON: Okay.  Thank you, Dixie.  I 10 

think while we do have some light in here, we have 11 

four speakers left and I think we'll just try to go 12 

through them.  Pamela Albert, Dennis Damato, Betty 13 

Berger and Michael Peters.  And this is Pamela.  Hi. 14 

 You don't mind talking with the lights off? 15 

  MS. PAMELA ALBERT: That's fine.  I'll be 16 

less nervous that way. 17 

  MR. CAMERON: Okay. 18 

  MS. PAMELA ALBERT:  My name is Pamela 19 

Albert.  I wasn't on planning on speaking here 20 

tonight but I changed my mind. 21 

  First of all, my husband and I are 22 

property owners.  We own right on the edge of the 23 

existing Florida Power -- excuse me -- Progress 24 
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Energy transmission corridor and we are in the 1 

preferred corridor for the expansion of transmission 2 

lines.  Nonetheless, we are in favor of nuclear power 3 

and we are in favor of the plant going in in Levy 4 

County.  We don't live that far from the plant in 5 

Citrus County. 6 

  All we ask, I think, is that you keep us 7 

informed as far as the environmental audit to see 8 

impacts on our property.  Right now it shows the 9 

lines will be going about through our living room.  10 

So a good share of our five acres may become 11 

transmission lines.  I don't know.  But anyway, all 12 

we ask is that you, you know, keep us informed and 13 

best of luck to you.  Thank you. 14 

  MR. CAMERON: Okay.  Thank you, Pamela.  15 

And we have your contact information, do we? 16 

  MS. ALBERT: Yes, you do. 17 

  MR. CAMERON: Okay.  Thank you.  Dennis? 18 

  MR. DENNIS DAMATO: Thank you for the 19 

opportunity to speak this evening.  My name is Dennis 20 

Damato.  I am the Citrus County Commissioner for 21 

District One, home of the Crystal River Progress 22 

Energy complex.  I am also a member of the Levy 23 

County Electric Coalition but I am not speaking in 24 
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any official capacity this evening. 1 

  I moved to Crystal River when I was 2 

nineteen years old in the early 1970's.  I witnessed 3 

the Crystal River energy complex grow to what it is 4 

today.  At all times, Progress Energy has been an 5 

excellent corporate partner to this community in 6 

every respect. 7 

  They are part of our local fabric -- 8 

excuse me -- and culture of that community and while 9 

preserving -- let me see if I can read this because I 10 

wanted to read it.  I wanted to get it right but I 11 

need some light here. 12 

  MR. CAMERON: We're going to help you. 13 

  MR. DAMATO: -- while providing a basic 14 

commodity we all need and use.  I view the provision 15 

of good jobs, tax base, and community support as 16 

valuable assets to this area.  (Flashlight is 17 

provided.) 18 

  Thank you very much.  That helps a lot.  19 

This is really dramatic.  Thank you. 20 

  I support and look forward seeing this 21 

legacy continue in our neighbor Southern Levy County 22 

with the construction and operation of the Levy 23 

County nuclear facility.  Thank you very much. 24 
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  MR. CAMERON: Dennis, thank you.  And 1 

thank you for the help.  And we have -- Betty is 2 

coming up.  This is Betty Berger.  We're seeing if we 3 

can turn this -- that doesn't seem to be working so 4 

we will do the flashlight.  I'll hold this for you. 5 

  MS. BETTY BERGER: Okay.  I feel honored 6 

that they've rolled out the big guns, thanks to the 7 

NRC.   Well, they are going to pull water from the 8 

Barge Canal several miles from the Gulf.  There are 9 

dilution channels that branch off and possibly could 10 

bring salt water into public water supply and many 11 

private wells. 12 

  The Barge Canal is presently not as salty 13 

as the Gulf because they send water over the Inglis 14 

main dam to try and lower the amount of salt.  15 

Progress Energy states they will barge building 16 

supplies up the Barge Canal.  A barge has never been 17 

able to use the canal due to the twelve-foot depth 18 

and the available width.  It was one tried it half 19 

loaded and it went aground. 20 

  So I don't understand how they figured 21 

this if they didn't know about the barge in April 22 

that went aground.  There is a shortage of water.  23 

Across the highway from Progress Energy is plans for 24 
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Tarmac Mine pumping 22 billion gallons of water a day 1 

to wash their lime rock 2 

  For 100 years this area of the Floridian 3 

aquifer is fed only by rainfall and it is not 4 

raining.  According to SWFWMD they have applied to 5 

SWFWMD -- this is Tarmac -- they have applied to 6 

SWFWMD that they are only using 500,000 gallons.  7 

SWFWMD is just counting what they are consuming.  8 

They are not counting what they are pumping out, 9 

making it turbid, pumping it back in the aquifer.  10 

Not pristine water that they pumped out.  I lost my 11 

line.  Now wait. 12 

  MR. CAMERON: Just take your time and you 13 

will find it. 14 

  MS. BERGER: Anyway, it will be turbid, 15 

conceal the crevices of the karst limestone.  We 16 

won't have what they took out. 17 

  Blasting is with ammonium nitrate and 18 

oil.  Nitrate is infiltrating the area's springs 19 

already.  Do they need more?  Possibly there is no 20 

real need for the nuclear but there is a need for 21 

more wind and water. 22 

  And I'm not against Progress Energy.  I 23 

think they are a great company and I love Jeff Lyash. 24 
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 You could tell him that.  He hugs me every time I 1 

see him.  So anybody who hugs me, you're on my love 2 

list.  Thank you.  Thank you very much.  3 

  MR. CAMERON: Okay.  Thank you very much, 4 

Betty.  Okay.  Thank you, Dan. 5 

  We have one last speaker, Michael Peters, 6 

who I believe owns this flashlight.  So, we're going 7 

to thank you for the flashlight.  There you are. 8 

  MR. MICHAEL PETERS: That's called being a 9 

Boy Scout. 10 

  There is going to be more than a few of 11 

you surprised of how this starts out and how this 12 

ends.  I'm going to be short and sweet. 13 

  I am a lifelong Republican; I'm a 14 

conservative; I'm a capitalist; and I'm a small 15 

business owner; and I'm a commercial mortgage broker. 16 

 I help people in business stay in business, even in 17 

these troubled times.  I help people who want to 18 

start a business get it started and grow it.  I 19 

basically have been in commercial enterprise my 20 

entire life aside from a deeply disturbed and 21 

demented stint in the United States Marine Corps. 22 

  I have five family members who have been 23 

career employees in Oyster Creek in New Jersey in a 24 
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nuclear power plant.  I have been blessed with the 1 

opportunity to travel on a nuclear-powered aircraft 2 

carrier.  And aside from some time I spent in Iraq 3 

I've been in Florida since 1989. 4 

  That said, there are 4100 acres in 5 

Crystal River where there happens to be two coal-6 

fired plants and a nuclear power plant.  Well, there 7 

are over 3,000 acres there unused.  There is an 8 

existing distribution network for the power that 9 

could be made with the new dual nuclear power plants 10 

located where one already is and two back-up coal-11 

fired plants already are. 12 

  What we are looking at, folks, is the 13 

largest land grab via eminent domain for the new 14 

distribution network, which I believe is probably 15 

unneeded, in the history of the state.  Levy County 16 

has had multiple county officials formally involved 17 

in ruling on the zoning and other issues involving 18 

this plant indicted for bribery at the federal level 19 

most recently. 20 

  Is there another location in the United 21 

States or the world where two nuclear power plants 22 

will be located within eight statute miles of each 23 

other?  If so, I would like to know it because with 24 
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all the research I've done -- and a lot of people 1 

will tell you I'm a heck of a researcher -- it 2 

doesn't exist.  Just one. 3 

  Could you please tell us, the folks 4 

located between the two projected closest locations 5 

in the world, why they are so needed so proximate to 6 

that which already exists with the grid for 7 

distribution that already exists.  Well, thank you. 8 

  MR. CAMERON: Thank you, Michael.  And we 9 

have the information on the issues that Michael is 10 

concerned about if we could talk to him.  Thank you. 11 

  Thank all of you.  I think that that is 12 

our last speaker that signed up unless I missed 13 

someone.  Oh, okay.  Yes, sir?  Why don't you come up 14 

here and introduce yourself to us. 15 

  MR. BRIAN MOORE: Good evening and thank 16 

you very much.  I just walked in the door so I 17 

apologize for not putting my name on the list. 18 

  I was here several months ago as a 19 

candidate.  I was -- 20 

  MR. CAMERON: Could you just tell us your 21 

name? 22 

  MR. MOORE: Okay.  My name is Brian Moore 23 

and I am opposed to the construction of a second 24 
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nuclear facility in Crystal River.  In fact, in 1 

addition to that, we don't feel that there should be 2 

anymore development of nuclear power in the country. 3 

  Now, I used these signs during the 4 

campaign so they are obviously a little outdated.  5 

But we stand against the expansion of this type of 6 

power in the country because of the terrible threats 7 

to the community, the safety hazards imposed upon the 8 

community, the inability of the country to dispose of 9 

waste products.  And it is my understanding also 10 

there is a very serious concern about the impact upon 11 

the nearby waters in the Gulf of Mexico, just in the 12 

act of construction. 13 

  Another issue is that it's apparently $10 14 

billion to erect a power plant of this nature and the 15 

economy cannot bear this burden, especially in light 16 

of what is happening today. 17 

  So on behalf of my political party, the 18 

Socialist Party U.S.A., which I think has become a 19 

little bit more relevant today than maybe before two 20 

or three months ago, in light of the bailout by the 21 

Federal Government and in light of the accusations of 22 

the two major political parties, I also express this 23 

as an individual who resides in Hernando County. 24 
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  And I have been active as both a 1 

congressional candidate in 2002 and `04, and a U. S. 2 

Senatorial candidate in `06, speaking out against 3 

nuclear power and other issues.  And I would 4 

appreciate it if the community would take this 5 

position under serous advisement.  Thank you. 6 

  MR. CAMERON: Okay.  Thank you, Brian.  I 7 

am going to go to Drew Persinko, our senior official 8 

here.  And I would just, before closing the meeting, 9 

I would just thank all of you, and also thanks to 10 

Adrian and Shannon who have helped do all the 11 

logistical work for this, and, of course, to Peggy 12 

for the reporting.  Drew? 13 

  MR. PERSINKO: Yes.  I, too, want to thank 14 

you for attending the meeting tonight.  I especially 15 

want to thank you for participating in the meeting 16 

tonight.  As we said at the outset, the purpose of 17 

tonight's meeting was to obtain input from you to 18 

help us focus the scope of our environmental review. 19 

 And as that is our purpose, the comments you 20 

provided tonight are important to us. 21 

  I want to remind you that if you leave 22 

this meeting and want to provide comments that you 23 

didn't provide at the meeting you still can do so up 24 
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to December 23rd, either by mail or e-mail. 1 

  I also want to remind you that all of the 2 

comments we get during the scoping process will be 3 

discussed in a report that we will put out next 4 

April.  It is called a Scoping Summary Report. 5 

  I want to remind you also that if you 6 

want to read some more, get some more information 7 

about the Levy site, or the NRC licensing process, 8 

NRC review process, or the guidance documents we use 9 

at the NRC, it's on our website.  So I invite you to 10 

visit our website.  There is quite a bit of 11 

information on our website. 12 

  And also I would like to say we will be 13 

back in a year to discuss with you, to meet with you 14 

and address our draft Environmental Impact Statement. 15 

  So with that I close the meeting and 16 

thank you once again. 17 

  (Whereupon, the meeting concluded at 8:00 18 

p.m.) 19 
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