
 
 
 

December 15, 2008 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

 
BEFORE THE ATOMIC SAFETY AND LICENSING BOARD  

 
In the Matter of ) 
 ) 
SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING CO. ) Docket No. 52-011-ESP 
 ) 
(Early Site Permit for Vogtle ESP Site) ) 
 

NRC STAFF MOTION TO REQUEST DEADLINE EXTENSION 

 In its Memorandum and Order dated December 5, 2008, the Atomic Safety and 

Licensing Board (“Board”) provided its mandatory hearing questions on the advanced safety 

evaluation report (“ASER”) issued by the NRC staff (“Staff”).  See Southern Nuclear Operating 

Co. (Early Site Permit for Vogtle ESP Site), Memorandum and Order (Providing Initial Questions 

and Potential Presentation Topics Associated with Mandatory Hearing on Safety Matters), slip 

op. (Dec. 5, 2008) (“Order”).  In its Order, the Board instructed that responses to those 

questions be filed on or before Monday, January 5, 2009.  Id. at 2.  The Staff requests that the 

Board extend this deadline to Friday, January 16. 

 Due to the limited availability of several Staff technical reviewers over the upcoming 

winter holidays, as well as to Staff counsel’s responsibilities associated with preparation of 

testimony for the contested environmental hearing (scheduled to be filed on January 9), the 

Staff believes that the requested deadline extension is necessary to ensure comprehensive 

responses to the Board’s questions. 

 In regard to the status of its safety review, the Staff also notes that it presented the 

results of its safety review to the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (“ACRS”) at the 

ACRS meeting held on December 3-4, 2008.  The ACRS has not yet provided its formal 

comments on the Staff’s ASER.  Accordingly, the Staff has not yet determined what changes 
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may be necessary in the FSER to reflect ACRS comments.  Those comments may be relevant 

to the Staff’s responses to certain questions posed by the Board.  As a result, references to the 

Staff’s analysis or determinations in the ASER that are included in the Staff’s responses may be 

different from the analysis or determinations ultimately included in the Staff’s FSER. 

 Pursuant to 10 CFR § 2.323(b), Staff counsel has consulted with counsel for the 

applicant, who indicated no objection to the deadline extension request, provided it does not 

result in postponement of the mandatory hearing. 

  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
           /signed (electronically) by/ 
       Patrick A. Moulding 
       Counsel for the NRC Staff 
       U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
       Mail Stop O-15 D21 
       Washington, DC 20555-0001 
       (301) 415-2549 
       Patrick.Moulding@nrc.gov 
 
Dated at Rockville, Maryland 
this 15th day of December, 2008 
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