
 

           
                                 UNITED STATES 
               NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
                                                        REGION I 
                                              475 ALLENDALE ROAD 
                              KING OF PRUSSIA, PA 19406-1415 
 

 
      December 10, 2008 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Thomas P. Joyce RI-2007-A-0157 
President and Chief Nuclear Officer   
PSEG Nuclear LLC   
P. O. Box 236 
Hancocks Bridge, NJ  08038 
 
Subject:  NRC Office of Investigations Case No. 1-2008-014 
 
Dear Mr. Joyce: 
 
The Region I Field Office, NRC Office of Investigations (OI), initiated an investigation (Case No. 
1-2008-014) on December 11, 2007, to determine whether a control room senior reactor 
operator (SRO) at Hope Creek willfully violated site security procedures by tailgating out of the 
control room without using the card reader.  Site procedures mandate the use of card readers 
for all doors that have a card reader so that positive access control is maintained for the control 
room, a vital area.  Based on the evidence developed during the investigation, the NRC 
concluded that there was insufficient evidence to substantiate that an SRO tailgated out of the 
control room without using the card reader. 
 
Although there was no first hand information of the alleged activity, OI obtained testimony from 
several reactor operators that they had heard rumors of occasions when an SRO had tailgated 
out of the control room to bypass a feature programmed into the security system to prevent all 
of the SROs from leaving the control room at the same time.  However, none of the individuals 
interviewed had directly observed such an activity, or had first-hand knowledge of such an 
activity.  OI also interviewed two SROs who were the subject of the above rumors.  Both SROs 
were fully aware of the security requirements and stated that they had not tailgated to leave the 
control room.  However, both SROs also stated that they were aware of circumstances that 
occurred during the refueling outage when they had left the control room for restroom breaks, at 
which time someone could have assumed that they had tailgated. 
 
Please note that final NRC investigation documents, such as the OI report described above, 
may be made available to the public under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) subject to 
redaction of information appropriate under the FOIA.  Requests under the FOIA should be made 
in accordance with 10 CFR 9.23, Requests for Records, a copy of which is enclosed for your 
information. 
 
In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter will be 
available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the 
Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC's document system (ADAMS).  ADAMS  



T. Joyce 2 
  

 2

is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html (the Public 
Electronic Reading Room). 
 
No response to this letter is required.  Should you have any questions regarding this letter, 
please contact Mr. A. Burritt of my staff at (610) 337-5069. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      /RA by J. W. Clifford Acting For/ 
 
      David C. Lew, Director 
      Division of Reactor Projects 
 
Enclosure:  As Stated 
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      Sincerely, 
 
      / RA by J. W. Clifford Acting For / 
 
      David C. Lew, Director 
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Enclosure:  As Stated 
 
Distribution: 
C. Carpenter, OE 
R. Urban, SAC 
ADAMS (Docket No. 50-354) 
D. Screnci, PAO 
Region I Docket Room (w/concurrences) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUNSI Review Complete:     ALB   (Reviewer’s Initials) 
 
After declaring this document “An Official Agency Record” it WILL be released to the Public 
 
DOCUMENT NAME:  G:\ORA\ALLEG\LICENSEE\20070157lic.doc 
        
To receive a copy of this document, indicate in the box:  "C" = Copy without attachment/enclosure   "E" = Copy with 
attachment/enclosure   "N" = No copy 
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