January 15, 2009

Heather Westra

Prairie Island Indian Community
5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
Welch, MN 55089

SUBJECT:  INITIATION OF SECTION 106 PROCESS FOR PRAIRIE ISLAND
INDEPENDENT SPENT FUEL STORAGE INSTALLATION LICENSE
AMENDMENT (Docket No. 072-0010)

Dear Ms. Westra:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has received a license amendment request
from Northern States Power Company (NSP), Minnesota, formerly Nuclear Management
Company, LLC. This license amendment, if approved, would allow NSP to modify the design of
the dry cask storage system at its Prairie Island Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation
(PIISFSI). The principle components of an independent spent fuel storage installation system
are a horizontal storage module comprised of concrete and structural steel and a steel dry
storage canister with an internal basket, which holds the fuel assemblies. The PIISFSI is
located within the site boundary of the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP) in
Goodhue County, Minnesota. A map showing the project location is enclosed.

As established in Title 10 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 51 (10 CFR 51) is the NRC
regulation that implements the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended. As part
of the review, the Division of Waste Management and Environmental Protection (DWMEP) is
preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed license amendment request for
the Prairie Island ISFSI. By letter dated July 15, 2008, our Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation, Division of License Renewal issued a letter informing you of their intent to prepare
an Environmental Impact Statement related to the review of the license renewal application at
PINGP. However, the license amendment request for PIISFSI is an independent licensing
action that is occurring simultaneously with the license renewal of the nuclear facility.

In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the EA will
include an analysis of potential impacts to historic and cultural resources. To support the
environmental review, the NRC is requesting information to facilitate the identification of Tribal
historic sites or cultural resources that may be affected by the proposed Prairie Island ISFSI
license amendment. Specifically, the NRC is interested in learning of any sites that you believe
have traditional religious or cultural significance. Any input you provide will be used to enhance
the scope and quality of our review in accordance with 10 CFR 51. After reviewing all of the
information collected, the NRC will prepare a draft EA and will provide your office an opportunity
to comment.

NSP’s Prairie Island ISFSI license amendment request is publicly available in the NRC
Public Document Room located at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike, Rockuville,
Maryland, 20852, or from the NRC’s Agency wide Documents Access and Management
System (ADAMS). The ADAMS Public Electronic Reading Room is accessible at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. The accession number for the application is
ML081190039.
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Please submit any comments or relevant information concerning this environmental review by
mail to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Attn: Mr. Gregory Suber, Mail Stop T-8F05,
Washington DC, 20555 within 30 days of the receipt of this letter. If you have any questions,
please contact Ms. Kellee Jamerson of my staff by telephone at 301-415-7649 or by email at
Kellee.Jamerson@nrc.gov. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Gregory F. Suber, Branch Chief
Environmental Review Branch
Environmental Protection

and Performance Assessment Directorate
Division of Waste Management

and Environmental Protection

Office of Federal and State Materials

and Environmental Management Programs

Docket No.: 72-10

Enclosure: Figure 2.1-3 Exclusion
Area Boundary
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