
 

 
UNITED STATES 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
REGION II 

SAM NUNN ATLANTA FEDERAL CENTER  
61 FORSYTH STREET, SW, SUITE 23T85 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA  30303-8931 

 
December 10, 2008 

 
 
NMED Nos. 060660 and 080275 
 
Mr. Charles Perkins 
Site Manager 
AREVA NP, Inc. 
2101 Horn Rapids Road 
Richland, WA   99352-0130 
 
SUBJECT: INSPECTION REPORT NO. 70-1257/2008-005 AND NOTICE OF VIOLATION 
 
Dear Mr. Perkins: 
 
This refers to the inspection conducted from November 3-7 and November 10-12, 2008, at the 
Areva Richland facility.  The purpose of the inspection was to determine whether activities 
authorized by the license were conducted safely and in accordance with NRC requirements.  At 
the conclusion of the inspection on November 12, 2008, the inspectors discussed the findings 
with you and members of your staff. 
 
This inspection was an examination of activities conducted under your license as they relate to 
safety and compliance with the Commission’s rules and regulations and with the conditions of 
your license.  Within these areas, the inspection consisted of selected examination of 
procedures and representative records, observations of activities, and interviews with 
personnel. 
 
Based on the results of this inspection, the NRC has determined that one Severity Level IV 
violation of NRC requirements occurred.  The violation was evaluated in accordance with the 
NRC Enforcement Policy included on the NRC’s Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/about-
nrc/regulatory/enforcement/enforce-pol.html. 
 
The violations are cited in the enclosed Notice of Violation (Notice) and the circumstances 
surrounding them are described in the NRC Form 591FF, SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE 
INSPECTION REPORT, Parts 1 and 3.  The violation is being cited in the Notice due to the fact 
that the violation was identified as a result of an event where the root cause was of the event 
was obvious. 
 
The NRC has concluded that information regarding the reason for the violation, and the 
corrective actions taken to correct the violation and prevent recurrence are already adequately 
addressed on the docket in Inspection Report No. 07001257/2008005.  Therefore, you are not 
required to respond to this letter unless the description herein does not accurately reflect your 
corrective actions or your position.  In that case, or if you choose to provide additional 
information, you should follow the instructions specified in the enclosed Notice. 
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In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter, its 
enclosures, and your response, if you choose to provide one, will be made available 
electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the NRC’s 
document system (ADAMS), accessible from the NRC Web site at 
http://www.nrc.gov/readingrm/adams.html.  To the extent possible, your response should not 
include any personal privacy, proprietary, or safeguards information so that it can be made 
available to the Public without redaction. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      Daniel W. Rich, Chief 
      Fuel Facility Inspection Branch 3 
      Division of Fuel Facility Inspection 
 
Docket No. 70-1257 
License No. SNM-1227 
 
Enclosures: 1.  NRC Form 591FF Parts 1and 3 
  2.  Notice of Violation 
 
cc w/encls: 
Thomas Scott Wilkerson, Vice President, Engineering 
Areva NP, Inc. 
3315 Old Forest Road 
Lynchburg, Virginia 24501 
 
Ron Land, Vice President, Manufacturing 
Areva NP, Inc. 
3315 Old Forest Road 
Lynchburg, Virginia 24501 
 
Robert E. Link, Manager 
Environmental, Health, Safety & Licensing 
Areva NP, Inc. 
2101 Horn Rapids Road 
Richland, Washington 99352 
 
Loren J. Maas, Manager 
Licensing and Compliance 
Areva NP, Inc. 
2101 Horn Rapids Road 
Richland, Washington 99352 
 
cc w/encls:  (Cont’d on page 3)
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(cc w/encls:  cont’d) 
Calvin D. Manning, Manager 
Nuclear Criticality Safety 
Areva NP, Inc. 
2101 Horn Rapids Road 
Richland, Washington 99352 
 
Gary L. Robertson, Director 
Division of Radiation Protection 
Department of Health, Bldg. 5 
PO Box 47827 
7171 Cleanwater Lane 
Olympia, Washington  98504-7827 
 
Earl Fordham 
Eastern Regional Director 
Office of Radiation Protection 
Department of Health 
309 Bradley Boulevard, Suite 201 
Richland, Washington 99352 
    
Distribution w/encls: 
M. Thomas, RII 
R. Rodriguez, NMSS 
A. Snyder, NMSS 
D. Rich, RII 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*see previous concurrence 
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