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Nevada State Director

Bureau of Land Management

Attn: NV 930 Yucca Mountain Withdrawal Bureau of Land Management

1340 Financial Blvd.

P.O. Box 12000

Reno, NV 89520

Subject: Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) comments on Bureau of Land Management Notice of

Proposed Withdrawal Extension and Opportunity for Public Meeting, Yucca Mountain, Nye County,

NV(73 Fed. Req. 53041), dated September 12, 2008

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI),' on behalf of the nuclear energy industry, is pleased to

comment on the Bureau of Land Management's (BLM) Notice, providing for an extension of the

Department of Energy's (DOE) temporary withdrawal of 4,255.5 acres of public land in Nye County,

Nev., for the purpose of maintaining the physical integrity of the Yucca Mountain site. Without this

extension, the current temporary withdrawal would expire on January 31, 2010. Expiration would

have a potential negative impact on the overall DOE program.

The nuclear industry strongly supports the proposed 12-year extension - to January 31, 2022. An

extension would provide additional time needed for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to complete

its review of DOE's application for licenses to build and operate a geologic repository for the disposal

of used nuclear fuel and other high-level radioactive wastes at the Yucca Mountain site. Should

NRC's review conclude that such licenses can be granted, Congress can enact legislation to

permanently withdraw the land necessary for the repository to be developed. The NRC licensing

process will provide a thorough, fair, independent and transparent examination of the scientific and

technical bases for developing a repository at Yucca Mountain. Hence, it is important that the land

withdrawal, which has allowed, a 20-year, $10 billion scientific evaluation, not be disturbed until the

licensing process can be concluded.

NEI is the organization responsible for establishing unified nuclear industry policy on matters affecting the nuclear

energy industry. NEI's members include all utilities licensed to operate commercial nuclear power plants in the United
States, nuclear plant designers, major architect/engineering firms, fuel fabrication facilities, nuclear material licensees,
and other organizations and individuals involved in the nuclear energy industry.
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The development of a geologic repository is part of the nuclear industry's integrated approach to
managing used nuclear fuel. This approach includes:' at reactor storage; interim storage of used
nuclear fuel at one or two centralized sites; research and development, demonstration, and ultimate
deployment of advanced technologies for recycling used fuel withoutcontributing to proliferation

concerns; and development of an appropriate geologic repository for permanent disposal of the
used-fuel content that cannot be recycled. Nuclear energy supplies 20 percent of the nation's

electricity efficiently and reliably without emitting any greenhouse gases or other harmful pollutants.
Hence, BLM's proposed land withdrawal action is supportive of the national interest.

With regard to the opportunity to request a public meeting that was offered in the Notice, industry

commends BLM for its openness and transparency of process. NEI will not, however, request a
.public meeting. This action merely extends, but does not change, the current status of the Yucca
Mountain lands. Hence, we believe that such a meeting would be of limited value.

NEI commends BLM's action on this important matter. We look forward to timely completion of
NRC's licensing review in advance of a more appropriately timed Yucca Mountain temporary land

withdrawal. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Rodney J. McCullum

c: The Honorable Dale E. Klein, Chairman, NRC
The Honorable Edward Sproat, Director, Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management, DOE


