
From: Kevin Ramsey 
Sent: Thursday, December 04, 2008 4:47 PM 
To: Wheeler, Jennifer K.; Amy Luebbering; Droke, Rik P.; Senter, Emily A.; Tapp, 

Gail E.; Craig, Gina P. 
Cc: Peter Habighorst 
Subject: Summary of 12/3/08 Call re: NFS CD Line (L32653) 
 
On December 3, 2008, a conference call was conducted with Nuclear Fuel Services (NFS) 
concerning a chemical safety issue with the proposed CD Line.  The following individuals 
participated: 
 
Kevin Ramsey, NRC 
Amy Luebbering, NRC 
 
Jennifer Wheeler, NFS 
Rik Droke, NFS 
Emily Senter, NFS 
Gail Tapp, NFS 
Gina Craig. NFS 
 
NFS stated that the purpose of the call was to follow-up on feedback that NRC management 
(Pete Habighorst) provided to NFS management (Marie Moore).  The feedback was that there 
appeared to be a simple path forward for resolving the Hydrofluoric Acid (HF) dermal exposure 
issue.  NFS asked what options were available. 
 
NRC noted that 70.62 requires that the Integrated Safety Analysis (ISA) identify chemical 
hazards, and there is agreement that skin contact with liquid HF solutions are a hazard with the 
proposed CD line.  In addition, 70.65 requires that an amendment application include the 
standard used to assess the consequences from chemical exposures. 
 

1. One option recognizes that no consensus standard exists and it will take time to develop 
a standard.  Despite the regulation requiring a standard, NRC could still make a finding 
that the new process line is safe if the application assumes that HF spills involving skin 
contact are high-consequence events and identifies IROFS to make the accidents highly 
unlikely. 

2. Another option is to propose a chemical consequence standard based on information 
currently available that provides a reasonable basis for finding that skin contact with 
liquid HF solutions are less than high consequence. 

 
NFS asked if NRC could provide additional information regarding statements that other 
licensees had addressed liquid HF spills.  NRC stated that after researching this issue, it 
discovered that accident scenarios at other licensees involved the release of liquid HF in 
normally unoccupied areas.  HF vapors would build up as the liquid evaporated.  The accident 
scenario was worker exposure to HF vapors when the worker entered the room.  These ISAs 
focused on the inhalation hazard because it caused the most damage. 
 
Kevin M. Ramsey 
Senior Project Manager 
Fuel Manufacturing Branch 
U.S. NRC 
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