
 

10 CFR 71.95 REPORT EVALUATION FORM 
 
Docket No.:   71-5805 

Package Model No.:  CNS 3-55 

Report Submitted By: Gene Dorman, Acting Licensing Manager, Entergy Nuclear Operations, 
Inc., James A. Fitzpatrick NPP 

Report Date:   October 2, 2008 [ML082840578] 
 
Review the incoming report to determine if additional Commission or staff action is warranted.  The review should consider 
whether the report identifies a generic defect or problem with the package design and the safety significance of the issue.  
Note that a high safety significance represents a potential for significant radiation exposure, medium safety significance 
represents a potential for some moderate radiation exposure, and low safety significance represents little or no potential 
for radiation exposure. 
 
 
1.  The report identifies:   
 

9 Significant reduction in the effectiveness of a package during use; 
: Defect with a safety significance; 
9 Shipment in which conditions of the approval were not observed. 

 
 
2.  What is the safety significance?    9 High      9 Medium      : Low     
 
 
3.  Summary of the report:  
 

On 2/11/08, the model CNS 3-55 cask packaging was prepared for shipment at the James A. 
Fitzpatrick NPP (JAF).  The cask is comprised of a steel-encased, lead shielded cylindrical 
body sealed to a base plate by two silicone o-rings and secured by twelve base plate bolts.  
The base plate bolts are required to be torqued to 75 ft-lbs.  Both EnergySolutions (ES), the 
Certificate holder for the CNS 3-55, and JAF personnel completed the verification and sign off 
checklist for the base plate bolt torque values, as required by the ES cask handling procedure, 
as referenced in Condition 9 of the Certificate of Compliance.  On 2/12/08, the package was 
shipped from JAF to the Barnwell facility for waste disposal.  On 2/15/08, following removal of 
the impact limiter, a Barnwell technician noted that a base plate bolt was less than hand tight 
(loose).  The ES Licensing Manager at the Barnwell Facility notified JAF of the loose bolt on 
the same day. 

JAF’s original review of the event determined that the discrepancy was not reportable.  
Subsequent review with the NRC concluded that the discrepancy did meet the reporting 
criteria in 10 CFR 71.95(a).  JAF filed the 71.95 report on 10/2/08, past the 60 days for 
reporting in 10 CFR 71.95(c). 

 
 
4.  Corrective actions taken by the licensee: 
 
$ JAF notified ES that the CNS 3-55 cask would not be used at JAF until ES determined the 

cause of the event and implemented effective corrective action to prevent recurrence. 

$ JAF revised their cask handling procedure checklist to include a QA hold point for verification 
of a second torque check performed with the cask in the horizontal position. 

$ JAF counseled staff to lower the threshold for entering deviations relating to radioactive waste 
transport activities into the corrective action program. 
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5.  Staff comments: 
 
On 6/6/08, ES requested a revision to Certificate of Compliance No. 5805 for the Model No. CNS 3-
55 packaging.  The revised Certificate was issued on 6/10/08, and included changes to Chapter 7 
“Operating Procedures,” of the Safety Analysis Report designed to prevent recurrence of the bolt 
torque issue. 
 
The NRC determined that the bolt torque procedure could potentially impact the safety performance 
of the CNS 3-55 packaging, since the maximum permitted leak rate for the package was not specified 
for a bolt torque of less than the required 75-ft-lbs. 
 
The Model No. CNS 3-55 packaging Certificate of Compliance expired on 10/1/08, and no further use 
of the packaging is authorized after this date. 
 
 
 
6.  Staff conclusion: 
 

: The report does NOT identify generic design or license/certificate issues that warrant 
additional Commission or staff action.  This report is considered closed. 

 
9 There is a need to take additional action.  Provide a summary of the bases and 

recommended actions: 
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