
 
 

January 12, 2009 
 
 
Ms. Vivianne Vejdani 
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
Office of Environmental Programs 
PO BOX 167 
Columbia, SC 29202 
 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE SCOPING PROCESS AND LIST OF 

STATE LISTED PROTECTED SPECIES FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
FOR THE VIRGIL C. SUMMER NUCLEAR STATION, UNITS 2 AND 3, 
COMBINED LICENSE APPLICATION  

 
Dear Ms. Vejdani: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff is reviewing an application submitted by 
South Carolina Electric and Gas Company (SCE&G) acting for itself and as an agent for South 
Carolina Public Service Company (also referred to as Santee Cooper) for a combined license 
(COL) for construction and operation of two new nuclear power plants at its Virgil C. Summer 
Nuclear Station (VCSNS) site in Fairfield County, South Carolina.  As part of the review of this 
COL application, the NRC staff is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) as 
required by Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Part 51, the NRC’s regulations 
that implement the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended (NEPA).  The EIS 
includes an analysis of pertinent environmental matters including those involving impacts to fish 
and wildlife.  This letter is to initiate consultation under the provisions of the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act of 1934, as amended (FWCA). 
 
SCE&G submitted the application for two COLs on March 27, 2008, pursuant to the NRC 
requirements in 10 CFR Part 52.  The NRC staff accepted the application for docketing on  
July 31, 2008.  It is available through the web-based version of NRC’s Agencywide Documents 
Access and Management System (ADAMS), which can be found at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/adams.html.  The environmental report portion of the application is listed under the 
accession number ML081300569.  The VCSNS COL application is also available on the Internet 
at http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-reactors/col/summer.html. 
 
The VCSNS site consists of approximately 3,600 acres in Fairfield County, South Carolina, 
approximately 15 miles west of the county seat of Winnsboro and 26 miles northwest of 
Columbia, South Carolina on the Broad River.  The VCSNS site currently has one operating 
pressurized light water reactor that has the capacity to generate 966 megawatts of electricity. 
SCE&G proposes to construct two new nuclear units adjacent to the existing site and is 
generally the area that was used for laydown of construction materials and the source of borrow 
materials during the construction of Unit 1.  The site of the proposed units also includes areas of 
mixed forest, urban or built-up land, agricultural land, water, wetlands, and barren land.  SCE&G 
has identified the need for transmission line corridor expansion.  The siting area for proposed 
transmission lines would include Calhoun, Chester, Colleton, Dorchester, Hampton, Lancaster, 
Lexington, Orangeburg, and Richland Counties of South Carolina, in addition to Fairfield 
County.
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The proposed cooling system would be closed-cycle using wet cooling towers.  Approximately 
59,000 gallons per minute (gpm) would be taken from the Monticello Reservoir to make up for 
evaporative water losses, drift losses, and blowdown discharge.  Waste heat would be 
dissipated to the atmosphere through two mechanical draft cooling towers per unit.  Blowdown 
from the cooling towers is directed to a common blowdown sump before being discharged to the 
Parr Reservoir.  Enclosed with this letter is a copy of a site map. 
 
The NRC staff, in its review, will evaluate the environmental impacts of construction and 
operation of the proposed new units and associated transmission lines and will also consider 
alternatives including alternative sites.  SCE&G has identified three alternative sites.  The three 
alternative sites to be evaluated in the EIS are located in Aiken-Barnwell, Orangeburg, and 
Saluda Counties in South Carolina along the Savannah River, the South Fork Edisto River, and 
Saluda River, respectively.  The NRC staff will also evaluate impacts from transmission line 
rights-of-way and site preparation activities, such as land clearing and excavation, in the 
cumulative impacts analysis. 
  
To support preparation of the EIS on the proposed action, the NRC requests your office provide 
to the NRC staff information on State-listed, proposed, and candidate species and protected 
habitat that may be in the vicinity of the VCSNS site, the alternative sites, and the associated 
transmission line rights-of-way.  In addition, please provide any information you consider 
appropriate under the provisions of the FWCA.  
 
The NRC staff plans to hold two public NEPA scoping meetings.   The first meeting will be held 
at the Fairfield Central High School, 836 U.S. Highway 321 Bypass S, Winnsboro, South 
Carolina 29180 on Tuesday, January 27, 2009 at 7:00 p.m., and will continue until 
approximately 10:00 p.m.   The second meeting will be held at the McCrorey-Liston Elementary 
School, 1978 State Highway 215 South, Blair, South Carolina 29015 on Wednesday,  
January 28, 2009 at 7:00 p.m., with a repetition of the overview portions of the first meeting, and 
will continue until approximately 10:00 p.m.  Each meeting will be preceded by an open house 
from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm, during which members of the public may meet and talk with NRC staff 
members on an informal basis.  In addition, during the week of March 9, 2009, the NRC plans to 
conduct a site audit to discuss with the applicant the detailed information that is the basis for the 
preparation of the environmental report, to tour the site and its environs, and to review 
documentation.  You and your staff are invited to attend both the public meetings and the site 
audit. 
 
Please provide any information, comments, or concerns you feel are appropriate on the scope 
of the proposed action during the scoping comment period, which ends on March 6, 2009. 
Comments should be submitted either by mail to the Chief, Rules and Directives Branch, 
Division of Administrative Services, Office of Administration, Mail Stop TWB-05-B01M, U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 or via e-mail to 
Summer.COLEIS@nrc.gov.  When the NRC staff completes the draft EIS on the proposed 
action, the staff plans to send the draft EIS to your office for comment.  The anticipated 
publication date for the draft EIS is March 2010. 
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If you have any questions concerning the NRC staff’s environmental review of this COL 
application, please contact Ms. Patricia Vokoun, Environmental Project Manager, at  
301-415-3470 or via e-mail at Patricia.Vokoun@nrc.gov.  In her absence, please contact  
Mr. Mark Notich at 301-415-3053 or via email at Mark.Notich@nrc.gov. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
       
 
      Gregory P. Hatchett, Acting Chief 
      Environmental Projects Branch 2 
      Division of Site and Environmental Reviews 
      Office of New Reactors 
 
 
Docket Nos.: 52-027 and 52-028 
 
Enclosure:  As Stated 
 
cc w/o enclosure:  See next page 
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cc: 
Ms. Michele Boyd Mr. Henry Porter 
Legislative Director Assistant Director 
Energy Program Division of Waste Management 
Public Citizens Critical Mass Energy Bureau of Land & Waste Management 
  and Environmental Program Dept. of Health and Environmental Control 
215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 2600 Bull Street 
Washington, DC  20003 Columbia, SC  29201 
              
Mr. Stephen A. Byrne Ms. Linda Sanders 
Sr. Vice President Generation and Director 
  Chief Nuclear Officer Allendale County EPA 
South Carolina Electric and Gas P.O. Box 129 
MC 196 Palmetto Center Allendale, SC  29810 
Columbia, SC  29218        
       Ms. Sandra Threatt 
Chairman South Carolina DHEC 
Fairfield County Council 2600 Bull Street 
Drawer 60 Columbia, SC  29201 
Winnsboro, SC  29180        
       Mr. R. J. White 
Mr. Thomas D. Gatlin Nuclear Coordinator 
General Manager S.C. Public Service Authority 
Nuclear Plant Operations c/o Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station 
South Carolina Electric & Gas Company P.O. Box 88, Mail Code 802 
Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station Jenkinsville, SC  29065 
Post Office Box 88, Mail Code 300        
Jenkinsville, SC  29065 
       
Mr. Ronald Kinney 
South Carolina DHEC 
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC  29201 
       
Mr. Ron Osborne 
Director 
South Caroline EMD 
1100 Fish Hatchery Road 
West Columbia, SC  29172 
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Email 
amonroe@scana.com   (Amy Monroe) 
APAGLIA@Scana.com   (Al Paglia) 
APH@NEI.org   (Adrian Heymer) 
arice@scana.com   (April R. Rice) 
awc@nei.org   (Anne W. Cottingham) 
bmccall@santeecooper.com   (Bill McCall, Jr.) 
BrinkmCB@westinghouse.com   (Charles Brinkman) 
chris.maslak@ge.com   (Chris Maslak) 
CumminWE@Westinghouse.com   (Edward W. Cummins) 
cwaltman@roe.com   (C. Waltman) 
david.lewis@pillsburylaw.com   (David Lewis) 
dgriffin@scana.com   (Donna S. Griffin) 
dlochbaum@UCSUSA.org   (David Lochbaum) 
greshaja@westinghouse.com  (James Gresham) 
gzinke@entergy.com   (George Alan Zinke) 
jarchie@scana.com   (Jeffrey B. Archie) 
jgutierrez@morganlewis.com   (Jay M. Gutierrez) 
jim.riccio@wdc.greenpeace.org   (James Riccio) 
JJNesrsta@cpsenergy.com  (James J. Nesrsta) 
John.O'Neill@pillsburylaw.com   (John O'Neill) 
Joseph_Hegner@dom.com    (Joseph Hegner) 
kjbrowne@santeecooper.com   (Kenneth J. Browne) 
KSutton@morganlewis.com   (Kathryn M. Sutton) 
kwaugh@impact-net.org   (Kenneth O. Waugh) 
lchandler@morganlewis.com   (Lawrence J. Chandler) 
Marc.Brooks@dhs.gov   (Marc Brooks) 
maria.webb@pillsburylaw.com   (Maria Webb) 
mark.beaumont@wsms.com   (Mark Beaumont) 
matias.travieso-diaz@pillsburylaw.com   (Matias Travieso-Diaz) 
media@nei.org   (Scott Peterson) 
mike_moran@fpl.com   (Mike Moran) 
MSF@nei.org   (Marvin Fertel) 
nirsnet@nirs.org   (Michael Mariotte) 
patriciaL.campbell@ge.com   (Patricia L. Campbell) 
paul.gaukler@pillsburylaw.com   (Paul Gaukler) 
Paul@beyondnuclear.org   (Paul Gunter) 
phinnen@entergy.com   (Paul Hinnenkamp) 
pshastings@duke-energy.com   (Peter Hastings) 
rclary@scana.com   (Ronald Clary) 
RJB@NEI.org   (Russell Bell) 
RKTemple@cpsenergy.com   (R.K. Temple) 
roberta.swain@ge.com   (Roberta Swain) 
rwhite@scana.com   (Robin White) 
sabinski@suddenlink.net   (Steve A. Bennett) 
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sandra.sloan@areva.com   (Sandra Sloan) 
sbyrne@scana.com   (Stephen A. Byrne) 
sfrantz@morganlewis.com   (Stephen P. Frantz) 
tom.miller@hq.doe.gov   (Tom Miller) 
TomClements329@cs.com   (Tom Clements) 
Vanessa.quinn@dhs.gov   (Vanessa Quinn) 
vcsnrc@scana.com   (NRC Senior Resident Inspector 
VictorB@bv.com   (Bill Victor) 
Wanda.K.Marshall@dom.com   (Wanda K. Marshall) 
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