
     
 

January 12, 2009 
 
Mr. Don Klima, Director  
Office of Federal Agency Programs 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Old Post Office Building  
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 803 
Washington, DC  20004  
 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE SCOPING PROCESS FOR THE 

VIRGIL C. SUMMER NUCLEAR STATION, UNITS 2 AND 3, COMBINED 
LICENSE APPLICATION  

 
Dear Mr. Klima: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff is reviewing an application submitted by 
the South Carolina Electric and Gas Company (SCE&G) acting for itself and as an agent for 
South Carolina Public Service Company (also referred to as Santee Cooper) for combined 
licenses (COLs) for construction and operation of two new nuclear power plants at its Virgil C. 
Summer Nuclear Station (VCSNS) site near Fairfield County, South Carolina.  As part of the 
review of this COL application, the NRC is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
as required by Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Part 51, the NRC’s 
regulations that implement the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended (NEPA).  
The NRC staff is currently seeking information from consulting parties and other individuals and 
organizations likely to have knowledge of, or concerns with, historic properties in the area to 
identify issues relating to the proposed undertaking’s potential effects on historic properties.  
The area of potential effect for this COLs review is the area at the VCSNS site and its 
immediate environs which may be impacted by land-disturbing activities associated with the 
construction and operation of the new units. 
 
SCE&G submitted the application for COLs on March 27, 2008, pursuant to NRC requirements 
in 10 CFR Part 52.  The NRC staff accepted the application for docketing on July 31, 2008.  It is 
available through the web-based version of the NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and 
Management System (ADAMS), which can be found at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/adams.html .  The environmental report portion of the application is listed under accession 
number ML081300569.  The VCSNS COLs application is also available on the Internet at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-reactors/col/summer.html. 
 
The VCSNS site is located on approximately 3,600 acres on a largely rural area, approximately 
15 miles west of the county seat of Winnsboro and 26 miles northwest of Columbia, South 
Carolina on the Broad River.  The VCSNS site currently has one operating pressurized light 
water reactor that has the capacity to generate 966 megawatts of electricity. SCE&G plans to 
construct two new nuclear units adjacent to the existing site in the area that was generally used 
for laydown of construction materials and the source of borrow materials during the construction 
of Unit 1.  The site of the new units also includes areas of mixed forest, urban or built up land, 
agricultural land, water, wetlands and barren land.   SCE&G has identified the need for 
transmission line corridor expansion.  The siting area for new transmission lines will include 
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Calhoun, Chester, Colleton, Dorchester, Hampton, Lancaster, Lexington, Orangeburg and 
Richland Counties of South Carolina, in addition to Fairfield County.  
 
In accordance with 36 CFR 800.8(c), the NRC staff is using the process required by NEPA for 
the preparation of the EIS to comply with the obligations imposed under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, in lieu of the procedures set forth in 36 
CFR 800.3 through 800.6.  Accordingly, the NRC staff is identifying parties who may wish to 
consult with the staff on the proposed action and is inviting them to consult with the NRC staff 
on this matter.  Consultation will include participation in the scoping process; identification of 
historic properties on the VCSNS site; assessment of the effects of the proposed action on any 
historic properties identified; and development of alternatives and proposed measures that 
might avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse effects of the proposed action on historic 
properties.  The EIS will include analyses of potential impacts to historic properties that reflect 
consultation and will document the NRC staff’s determination regarding the suitability of the 
proposed site for the construction and operation of one new nuclear plant.  SCE&G has also 
identified three alternative sites that will be evaluated in the EIS.  The staff’s review will consider 
alternatives, including an evaluation of the alternative sites. 
 
Through this letter, the NRC staff is initiating consultation under Section 106 of the NHPA with 
the Council regarding the SCE&G application.  The siting area for the new units include the 
Fairfield County of South Carolina.  The three alternate sites to be evaluated in the EIS are 
located in Aiken-Barnwell, Orangeburg, and Saluda Counties in South Carolina along the 
Savannah River, the South Fork River and Saluda River respectively.  To complete consultation 
under 36 CFR 800.8(c), the NRC staff will forward the draft EIS to consulting parties for review 
and comment, and will address the comments in the final EIS.  Your office will receive a copy of 
the draft EIS along with a request for comments after it is issued.  This draft EIS will include 
identification of historic properties, assessment of impacts, and our preliminary determination.  
The anticipated publication date for the draft EIS is March 2010. 
 
The NRC staff plans to hold two public NEPA scoping meetings.  The first meeting will be held 
at the Fairfield Central High School, 836 U.S. Highway 321 Bypass S, Winnsboro, South 
Carolina 29180 on Tuesday, January 27, 2009 at 7:00 p.m., and will continue until 
approximately 10:00 p.m.   The second meeting will be held at the McCrorey-Liston Elementary 
School, 1978 State Hwy 215 South, Blair, South Carolina 29015 on Wednesday, January 28, 
2009 at 7:00 p.m., with a repetition of the overview portions of the first meeting, and will 
continue until approximately 10:00 p.m.  Each meeting will be preceded by an open house from 
6:00 pm to 7:00 pm, during which members of the public may meet and talk with NRC staff 
members on an informal basis.  In addition, during the week of March 9, 2009, the NRC plans to 
conduct a site audit to discuss with the applicant the detailed information that is the basis for the 
preparation of the Environmental Report (ER), to perform a walk down of the site and its 
environs, and to review documentation. 
 
Please provide any information, comments, or concerns you feel are appropriate on the scope 
of the proposed action during the scoping comment period, which ends on March 06, 2009.
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Comments should be submitted either v mail to the Chief, Rules and Directives Branch, Division 
of Administrative Services, Office of Administration, Mail Stop TWB-05-B01M, U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 or via e-mail to 
Summer.COLEIS@nrc.gov.   
 
If you have any questions concerning the NRC staff’s environmental review of this COLs 
application, please contact Ms. Patricia Vokoun, Environmental Project Manager, at 301-415-
3470 or via e-mail at Patricia.Vokoun@nrc.gov.  In her absence, please contact Mr. Paul 
Michalak at 301-415-7612 or via e-mail at Paul.Michalak@nrc.gov. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
     Gregory P. Hatchett, Acting Chief 
     Environmental Projects Branch 2 

    Division of Site and Environmental Reviews 
    Office of New Reactors 

 
Docket Nos.: 52-027 and 52-028 
 
cc:  See next page 
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COL SCE&G - VCSummer Mailing List     (Revised 09/15/2008) 
cc: 
Ms. Michele Boyd Mr. Henry Porter 
Legislative Director Assistant Director 
Energy Program Division of Waste Management 
Public Citizens Critical Mass Energy Bureau of Land & Waste Management 
  and Environmental Program Dept. of Health and Environmental Control 
215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 2600 Bull Street 
Washington, DC  20003 Columbia, SC  29201 
              
Mr. Stephen A. Byrne Ms. Linda Sanders 
Sr. Vice President Generation and Director 
  Chief Nuclear Officer Allendale County EPA 
South Carolina Electric and Gas P.O. Box 129 
MC 196 Palmetto Center Allendale, SC  29810 
Columbia, SC  29218        
       Ms. Sandra Threatt 
Chairman South Carolina DHEC 
Fairfield County Council 2600 Bull Street 
Drawer 60 Columbia, SC  29201 
Winnsboro, SC  29180        
       Mr. R. J. White 
Mr. Thomas D. Gatlin Nuclear Coordinator 
General Manager S.C. Public Service Authority 
Nuclear Plant Operations c/o Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station 
South Carolina Electric & Gas Company P.O. Box 88, Mail Code 802 
Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station Jenkinsville, SC  29065 
Post Office Box 88, Mail Code 300        
Jenkinsville, SC  29065 
       
Mr. Ronald Kinney 
South Carolina DHEC 
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC  29201 
       
Mr. Ron Osborne 
Director 
South Caroline EMD 
1100 Fish Hatchery Road 
West Columbia, SC  29172 
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