
 
January 15, 2009 

 
 
Bryan A. Erler, PE 
Nuclear Codes and Standards, Vice President 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
Three Park Avenue 
New York, NY  10016-5990 
 
SUBJECT:  PROPOSED INTERIM STAFF GUIDANCE ON THE USE OF ASME SECTION XI 

CODE EDITIONS/ADDENDA, RELIEF REQUESTS AND CODE CASES FOR 
LICENSE RENEWAL IN ACCORDANCE WITH 10 CFR 54 AND NUREG-1801 

 
Dear Mr. Erler: 
 
I am writing in response to your letter of September 26, 2008, on behalf of the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), requesting a teleconference to further discuss proposals 
presented by ASME in a letter dated February 20, 2008 (Agencywide Documents Access and 
Management System Accession No. ML080600423). 
 
As stated in correspondence referenced in your letter, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
staff (NRC or the staff) understands that the ASME proposals concern use of Boiler and 
Pressure Vessel (B&PV) Code, Section XI, as referenced in NUREG-1801, Volumes 1 and 2, 
“Generic Aging Lessons Learned (GALL) Report,” Revision 1, and related to these three issues: 
 

1. License renewal applicant use of earlier ASME B&PV Code editions and addenda than 
those referenced in the GALL Report, 

2. Time limits regarding NRC-approved ASME B&PV Code relief requests when a 
licensee’s inspection interval extends into the period of extended operation, and  

3. Use of NRC-approved ASME B&PV Code cases when a licensee’s inspection interval 
extends into the period of extended operation. 

 
I would like to thank ASME for providing the additional information from its survey of licensees.  
This information is helpful to the staff in determining the relative need to evaluate the issues and 
prepare clarified guidance, if necessary.  The staff and ASME discussed in an April 14, 2008, 
teleconference whether clarifications, if necessary, would be best issued as license renewal 
interim staff guidance (LR-ISG) or incorporated into the GALL Report revision.  At that time the 
staff did not have an anticipated schedule for the GALL Report revision, which is now scheduled 
for December 2010.  The ASME survey results indicate that four plants could benefit from 
clarified guidance before December 2010 because their current inservice inspection intervals 
end before they enter the period of extended operation.  In light of this information, the staff will 
consider these issues as a potential LR-ISG and post its review status on the NRC public Web 
page at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/isg. 
 
Your letter also requests another teleconference to discuss and resolve the issues to assist both 
the industry and the staff.  The staff will arrange a public teleconference to discuss these issues 
in the near future. 
 

 

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/isg
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Please contact Mr. Travis Tate of my staff at 301-415-8474 or by email at Travis.Tate@nrc.gov 
if you have any additional questions.  The NRC appreciates ASME’s efforts to improve the 
effectiveness and efficiency of the license renewal process.  
 
       Sincerely, 
       
       /RA/ 
 
 
       Brian E. Holian, Director 
       Division of License Renewal 

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
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