
 
 
      December 31, 2008 
 
 
Tony Sullins 
Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Twin Cities Field Office 
4101 American Blvd. E 
Bloomington, MN  55425-1665 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR LIST OF FEDERALLY ENDANGERED OR THREATENED 

SPECIES AND CRITICAL HABITAT WITHIN THE AREA UNDER EVALUATION 
FOR THE PROPOSED LICENSE AMENDMENT FOR NORTHERN STATES 
POWER MINNESOTA’S PRAIRIE ISLAND INDEPENDENT SPENT FUEL 
STORAGE INSTALLATION (Docket 72-10) 

 
Dear Mr. Sullins: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) received a license amendment request from 
Nuclear Management Company, LLC now operating under the name Northern States Power 
(NSP) Minnesota.  The license amendment, if approved, would allow NSP to modify the design 
of the dry cask storage system at its Prairie Island Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation 
(PIISFSI).  The principle components of the PIISFSI are a horizontal storage module comprised 
of concrete and structural steel and a steel dry storage canister with an internal basket, which 
holds the fuel assemblies.  The PIISFSI is located within the site boundary of the Prairie Island 
Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP) in the city limits of Red Wing in Goodhue County, Minnesota.  
A map showing the project location is enclosed.   
 
As established in Title 10 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 51 (10 CFR 51) is the NRC 
regulation that implements the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended.  As part 
of the review of the license amendment request, the NRC is preparing an Environmental 
Assessment (EA).  In accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, the EA will 
include an analysis of potential impacts to endangered or threatened species or critical habitat 
that may potentially be affected by the PIISFSI license amendment.   
 
By letter dated July 22, 2008, our Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation, Division of License 
Renewal requested a list of protected species and important habitats within the area with 
regards to the license renewal of the PINGP.  In your response letter dated August 13, 2008, 
only one species, the Higgins eye pearly mussel (Lampsilis higginsii), was listed as federally 
endangered and reported to occur near the vicinity of Red Wing in Goodhue County, Minnesota.  
With the information you have already provided to the License Renewal Division, the 
Environmental Review Branch is requesting additional information from your office to facilitate 
the identification of endangered or threatened species or critical habitat that are known to occur 
or that may occur in Dakota and Pierce counties, as the PINGP is located near these two 
counties.  After reviewing all the information collected, the NRC will determine what additional 
actions are necessary to comply with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.   
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NSP’s PIISFSI license amendment request is publicly available in the NRC  
Public Document Room located at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike, Rockville, 
Maryland 20852, or from the NRC’s Agency Wide Documents and Management System 
(ADAMS).  The ADAMS Public Electronic Reading Room is accessible at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.  The accession number for the application  
is ML081190039. 
 
Please submit any comments/information that you may have regarding this environmental 
review within 30 days of the receipt of this letter to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Attn: Mr. Gregory Suber, Mail Stop T-8F05, Washington, DC 20555.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Ms. Kellee Jamerson of my staff by telephone at 301-415-7649 or by email at 
Kellee.Jamerson@nrc.gov.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
       Irene Yu 
       for 
 
      Gregory F. Suber, Chief 
      Environmental Review Branch 
      Environmental Protection  
        and Performance Assessment Directorate 
      Division of Waste Management  
        and Environmental Protection 
      Office of Federal and State Materials 
        and Environmental Management Programs 
 
Docket No.:  72-10 
 
Enclosure:   
Figure 2.1-3 Exclusion  
  Area Boundary 
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