December 1, 2008

Mr. Timothy Rice
Bureau of Hazardous Waste
and Radiation Management
New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation
625 Broadway
Albany, New York 12233-7255

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO REQUEST REGARDING PARTICIPATION IN U.S. NUCLEAR
REGULATORY COMMISSION REVIEW OF WEST VALLEY DEMONSTRATION
PROJECT PHASE 1 DECOMMISIONING PLAN

Dear Mr. Rice:

This letter is in response to your request to participate in the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission’s (NRC) review of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) West Valley
Demonstration Project (WVDP) Phase 1 Decommissioning Plan (DP). It should be recognized
that NRC'’s review of the DP, under the WVDP Act, is an informal process. NRC does not have
a licensing role, and may not include or require formal procedures or actions. Therefore, NRC
will not solicit public comments unless the scope of the DP requires it, as discussed at the May
19, 2008 NRC-DOE meeting (ML081360603). Nevertheless, NRC would review timely
comments received from NYSDEC before determining what comments NRC will incorporate
into the request for additional information that will be sent to DOE as part of the NRC review
process. This is consistent with how NRC would consider any timely comments received during
this informal process.

In our November 13, 2008 teleconference, | explained NRC'’s limited informal review
responsibilities under the WVDP Act, and plan to complete the review of the DP within one year.
| also suggested that NYSDEC forward any comments it has to DOE since we cannot provide
assurance for adopting and incorporating NYSDEC comments, or any other comments we
receive, into the final NRC submittal to DOE.
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If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (301) 415-0606, or Chad
Glenn of my staff at (301) 415-6722.

Sincerely,
IRA/

Rebecca Tadesse, Chief
Materials Decommissioning Branch
Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery
Licensing Directorate
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs

cc: G. Baker, NYSDOH
P.Bembia, NYSERDA - [ Formatted: Spanish (Puerto Rico) }
B. Bower, DOE
E. Dassatti. NYSDEC

P. Giardina, EPA
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