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Waste Confidence Decision Update 

Publication of this notice is at best premature, given that no interim centralized repository 
has been designated to receive spent fuel from nuclear power plants, and at the worst a 
result of inadequate action by DOE in moving forward to meet their obligation to license 
a permanent repository. The Commission should not promulgate finding 4, which allows 
for the potential of storing spent fuel at reactor sites more than 60 years beyond the 
operating license. This position de facto will allow utilities to store spent nuclear fuel at 
more than 100 sites across the country for time periods that may greatly exceed the 
operating license of reactors. The technical merits of finding 4 aside, the Commission is 
no doubt aware that this is poor public policy. In spite of current safeguards in place to 
protect ISFSIs located at reactor sites, ISFSIs do represent potential targets for telTorists 
since the locations of reactors is a matter of public record. Interim storage of spent 
nuclear fuel at a DOE location such as the Nevada Test Site provides for the best 
alternative until Yucca Mountain or another permanent repository is licensed. 
Additionally, the Commission's implication that above ground storage may be safely 
conducted for 60 beyond the operating license of a reactor does not seem to account for 
probable rapidly changing climatic conditions in the next few decades. This is very 
critical since most reactor sites are located near large bodies of water. 

Section V.B.2., New Reactors, of this decision update states that DOE is proposing a new 
amendment to the standard DOE-utility contract requiring DOE to accept spent fuel from 
any new nuclear power plant tens years after expiration of the operating license or 
extension. The priorities of DOE seem to be misplaced by attempting to address spent 
fuel from new reactors before dealing effectively with legacy spent fuels. Resolving the 
spent fuel issue needs better coordination among all of the responsible federal partners. 



Received: from mail1.nrc.gov (148.184.176.41) by TWMS01.nrc.gov 
(148.184.200.145) with Microsoft SMTP Server id 8.1.291.1; Thu, 20 Nov 2008 
16:54:16 -0500 

X-lronport-ID: mail1 
X-SBRS: 3.9 
X-MID: 32997913 
X-lronPort-Anti-Spam-Filtered: true 
X-lronPort-Anti-Spam-Result: 
AqcAANBqJUmG092Yi2dsb2JhbACSR4ESAOEBCgsKBw8HvWCCfA 
X-lronPort-AV: E=Sophos;i="4.33,639,1220241600"; 

d="doc'32?scan'32,208,32";a="32997913" 
Received: from mblasto2.rtp.epa.gov ([134.67.221.152]) by maiI1.nrc.gov with 
ESMTP; 20 Nov 2008 16:54: 19 -0500 
Received: from mblasto2.rtp.epa.gov (Iocalhost.localdomain [127.0.0.1]) by 
localhost (Postfix) with SMTP id DDF2D44A2F for 
<Rulemaking.Comments@nrc.gov>; Thu, 20 Nov 200816:54:17 -0500 (EST) 
Received: from mintra02.rtp.epa.gov (mintra02.rtp.epa.gov [134.67.221.154]) by 
mblast02.rtp.epa.gov (Postfix) with ESMTP id CC7A644970 for 
<Rulemaking.Comments@nrc.gov>; Thu, 20 Nov 200816:54:17 -0500 (EST) 

Received: from mintra02.rtp.epa.gov (Iocalhost.localdomain [127.0.0.1]) by 
localhost (Postfix) with SMTP id CA2B9443DD for 
<Rulemaking.Comments@nrc.gov>; Thu, 20 Nov 200816:54:17 -0500 (EST) 

Received: from epahub11.rtp.epa.gov (v18h1 drtgu011.aa.ad.epa.gov 
[134.67.222.133]) by mintra02.rtp.epa.gov (Postfix) with ESMTP id B'I E45443CA 

for <Rulemaking.Comments@nrc.gov>; Thu, 20 Nov 2008 16:54:17 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Waste Confidence Decision Update 
To: Rulemaking.Comments@nrc.gov 
CC: Mueller.Heinz@epamail.epa.gov, 

Mcconney.Ramona@epamail.epa.gov 
X-Mailer: Lotus Notes Release 6.5.5 November 30, 2005 
Message-ID: 
<OFDB635C85.C8F3D138-0N85257507 .0077C655-85257507.0078529F@epamail.epa.gov> 
From: <Generette.L1oyd@epamail.epa.gov> 
Date: Thu, 20 Nov 2008 16:54:37 -0500 
X-MIMETrack: Serialize by Router on EPAHUB11/USEPA/US(Release 8.0. '1lFebruary 07, 
2008) at 
11/20/200804:54:27 PM 

MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: multipart/mixed; 

boulldary="0_=OABBFF94DFE440C58fge8a93df938690918cOABBFF94DFE440C5" 
Content-Disposition: inline 
Return-Path: Generette.L1oyd@epamail.epa.gov 


