
 

November 21, 2008 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Diane D’Arrigo 
Nuclear Information and Resource Service 
6930 Carroll Avenue, Suite 340 
Takoma Park, Maryland  20912 
 
Dear Ms D’Arrigo: 
 
I am responding to a request of November 12, 2008, for which you are listed as the contact 
person, from a number of public interest organizations and individuals, that the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) extend the comment period on the proposed rule for 
“Consideration of Environmental Impacts of Temporary Storage of Spent Fuel After Cessation 
of Reactor Operation” and on the “Waste Confidence Decision Update” which were published in 
the Federal Register on October 9, 2008 (73 FR 59547 and 73 FR 59551).  You requested that 
the comment period be extended for 3 months to allow public interest organizations and 
individuals to have a meaningful opportunity to comment on the proposals and their underlying 
assumptions.  You cite, as an example, the potential need of commenters to review the high-
level radioactive waste disposal programs in other countries. 
 
In view of NRC’s desire to receive high quality comments from external stakeholders, the 
comment period for the proposed rule and for the proposed revisions of the Waste Confidence 
Decision will be extended for an additional 60 days.  The public comment period deadline is 
extended from the original December 8, 2008 deadline to February 6, 2009.  A notice of the 
extension of the comment period will also be published in the Federal Register (enclosed). 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      Kenneth R. Hart 
      Acting Secretary of the Commission 
 
Enclosure:  As stated 
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