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From: Bret Leslie

Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2007 5:39 PM

To: Philippe Dubreuilh

Cc: John Stamatkos; Philip Justus

Subject: Remaining inconsistency of YMRP regarding the extent of the  site characterization review
in

Folks,

Phillipe called me about the extent of review of site characterization in Section 1.5 of YMRP. The way I read the YMRP,
that section is still inconsistent with the intent of 63.21(b)5. There should be no review of the results of the site
characterization in Section 1.5.

Two regulatory documents inform my analysis.

1. 63.21(b)(5) states "A description of work conducted to characterize the Yucca Mountain site." Because the
regulation is what is enforceable and because the meaning of the 63.21(b)(5) is clear (nothing in the statement of
considerations for the darft or final rule indicates that anything other than a description of work conducted to
characterize the Yucca Mountain site is required), the clearing meaning is what the staff should evaluate in Section 1.5
of YMRP.

2. In the Federal Register notice for publication of the final YMRP this very issue (the purpose of Site Characterization
efforts in General INformation and the extent of our review) is addressed.

45110 Federal Register / Vol. 68, No. 147 / Thursday, July 31, 2003 / Notices
"9.8 Completeness of the Yucca Mountain Review Plan Issue: Is the scope of the Yucca Mountain Review Plan adequate
to evaluate the health and safety of a potential high-level waste repository at Yucca Mountain?

Comment. Several commenters had concerns regarding the adequacy of the scope of the Yucca Mountain Review Plan.
The concerns included omission of potentially significant features, events, and processes; the nature of information that
would be reviewed using the Review Plan for General Information; requirements for the size of restricted areas; the
adequacy of the

scope of a preclosure safety analysis; specificity of required design information; and the possibility that acceptance
criteria were too lenient and subjective.

Response. The scope of the Yucca Mountain Review Plan is adequate and allows flexibility to evaluate whatever
methods DOE might choose to demonstrate compliance. The purpose of the "Review Plan for General Information"
section of the

Yucca Mountain Review Plan is to ensure that the requirements of 10 CFR 63.21(b) have been met. The General
Information section of a license application should provide a general understanding of the engineering design concept
for the repository and of the aspects of the Yucca Mountain site and its environs that influence repository design and
performance. Information

provided by DOE in response to the requirements of 10 CFR 63.21(b) for the General Information section should be
at the level of an executive summary and is not expected to be detailed. The level of detail requested for the site
characterization description in the General Information section of the Yucca Mountain Review Plan has
been substantially reduced. Detailed information would be evaluated with respect to its importance to
health and safety in sections that address review of DOE's Safety Analysis Report.

Thus the review of results of the site characterization only takes place in the SAR and not General Information
Document.

Cheers,

Bret
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