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From: Miriam Juckett
Sent: Friday, October 07, 2005 6:31 PM
To: Dan Neubauer/YM/RWDOE; John Dinsmoor/YM/RWDOE
Cc: English Pearcy; Roberto Pabalan; David Brooks; James Myers
Subject: Dust sample collections

Dan and John, 
  
I have spoken with the rest of the “deliquescence team” here at the Center and also with our NRC counterparts regarding 
further atmospheric dust sample collection at Yucca Mountain. Due to various conflict-of-interest sensitivities, we will likely 
have to limit our use of DOE staff/contractors to the least involvement possible. At this time, we are still considering 
collecting airborne samples using sample pumps at various locations throughout the site at a future date. I understand 
that you are working on plans for the next year, and were interested in what level of involvement you might be undertaking 
for this endeavor. An example of the type of scenario we envision is as follows: I, or another Center staff member, would 
likely come out to the site to set up the pumps, and simply request DOE monitoring of the pumps (ensuring a power 
supply, notifying staff of any apparent problems.) NRC on-site reps would be the first level of response to any problems, 
and beyond their expertise or capability, a Center staff member would then make a site visit. Center staff members would 
also be responsible for collecting the samples and closing down the sample collection at its conclusion. 
  
As we are quickly approaching the holiday season, it is very likely that our next sample collection would be in early to mid 
spring. We of course wish to work with your staff’s schedules, so as to cause as little interruption to your activities as 
possible. 
  
In the mean time, we discussed during my last visit the possibility of my obtaining sample splits from the airborne dust 
collections you are currently conducting/planning to conduct on site. If this is still possible, would you mind providing me 
with a list of samples from which I could take splits, including collection methods? 
  
Thanks again for your cooperation on these matters and your time. 
  
- Miriam 
  
Miriam Juckett, Scientist 
Southwest Research Institute 
Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory Analyses 
6220 Culebra Road, San Antonio, TX 78238 
Email: mjuckett@swri.org 
Office: (210)522-3266 
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