
 
                   November 24, 2008 

 
 
 
 
Mr. Robert R. Loux, Executive Director 
Agency for Nuclear Projects 
Office of the Governor 
State of Nevada 
1761 E. College Parkway, Suite 118 
Carson City, Nevada  89706 
 
 
Dear Mr. Loux: 
 
This letter is in response to your letter to Mr. Lawrence Kokajko, Director of the Division of High-
Level Waste Repository Safety, Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), dated October 23, 
2008, and received by NRC on November 4, 2008 (ADAMS number ML083190507).  Your letter 
refers to a letter from J. M. McKenzie to William J. Boyle, dated September 16, 2008, which 
describes a discussion between the NRC Onsite Representatives and staff of the Department of 
Energy (DOE) Office of Radioactive Waste Management (OCRWM) and the Naval Nuclear 
Propulsion Program (NNPP).  The McKenzie letter is available in the Licensing Support Network 
(LSN) (participant accession number MOL20080925.016; LSN accession number 
DEN001602593).  The discussion described in the McKenzie letter occurred on September 8, 
2008, and concerned a DOE Condition Report and communications between NNPP and 
OCRWM.  DOE notified NRC of the issue covered in this Condition Report (possible initiation of 
localized corrosion from salt separation, as analyzed in DOE’s Total System Performance 
Assessment) by letter from William J. Boyle, on September 12, 2008 (ADAMS number 
ML082600030; LSN accession number DEN001602064).  The Boyle letter was copied to you 
and other stakeholders in the potential repository at Yucca Mountain, Nevada.   
 
The discussion referenced in your letter was a routine communication between the Onsite 
Representatives and DOE staff as part of their daily activities, and concerned DOE’s process for 
considering the issue in the Condition Report.  The discussion was not directed to specific 
technical areas in the license application, clarification of requests for additional information 
(RAIs), or potential DOE responses to RAIs.  As such, this discussion was not a “scheduled 
technical meeting,” as defined in the “Post-License Application Interactions Plan” that you 
mention in your letter (letter from Aby Mohseni, NRC, to William J. Boyle, DOE, May 12, 2008; 
ADAMS number ML081290744; LSN accession number NRC000029582).  The September 8 
discussion was also unlike the pre-licensing public technical-exchange meetings, in that it had 
no prepared agenda or presentation materials from any party, and no NRC Headquarters staff 
or managers were involved.   
 
NRC has maintained its Onsite Representative Office in Las Vegas throughout the pre-licensing 
period and during the current period of application review.  The Onsite Representatives support 
NRC’s regulatory role with DOE, and their everyday interactions with DOE staff are not 
considered meetings between NRC and DOE.   
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NRC staff will continue to abide by its “Post-License Application Interactions Plan” for meetings 
and other interactions defined in the plan, including public involvement as described therein.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
         /RA/  

 
       

James Rubenstone, Branch Chief    
Project Management Branch A 
Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety  
     and Safeguards 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Letter to R. Loux from J. Rubenstone dated: November 24, 2008 
cc:  
 
C. Fitzpatrick, Egan, Fitzpatrick, Malsch, PLLC 
R. List, Armstrong Teasdale LLP 
E. Werner, Assoc. Press 
B. Armantrout, Boulder City, NV 
T. Feigenbaum, BSC 
S. Cereghino, BSC 
B. Gattoni, Burns & Roe 
B. Neuman, Carter Ledyard & Milburn L.L.P. 
A. Kalt, Churchill County, NV 
R. Massey, Churchill/Lander County, NV 
M. Cyphers, City of Henderson, NV 
L. Lee, City of Las Vegas 
C. Kus, City of North Las Vegas, NV 
I. Navis, Clark County, NV 
P. Klevorick, Clark County, NV 
S. Walker, Clark County, NV 
B. Sagar, CNWRA 
E. von Tiesenhausen, Consultant 
L. Pitchford, Consultant 
J. Gervers, Consultant 
M. Urie, DOE 
J. Hollrith, DOE 
G. Hellstrom, DOE 
C. Trummell, DOE/OCRWM 
M. Williams, DOE/OCRWM 
R. Warther, DOE/OCRWM 
L. Newman, DOE/OCRWM 
R. Murray, DOE/OCRWM 
S. Bokhari, DOE/RW 
A. Gil, DOE/OCRWM 
W. Boyle, DOE/OCRWM 
S.A. Wade, DOE/OCRWM 
T. Gunter, DOE/OCRWM 
A. Benson, DOE/OCRWM 
N. Hunemuller, DOE/OCRWM 
P. Harrington, DOE/OCRWM 
J. Donnell, DOE/OCRWM 
L. Desell, DOE/RW 
S. A. Orrell, SNL 
J. Raleigh, SNL 
E. Bonano, SNL 
G. Runkle, DOE/Washington, D.C. 
S. Gomberg, DOE/Washington, D.C. 
M. Malsch, Egan, Fitzpatrick, Malsch, PLLC 
R. Clark, EPA  
J. Kessler, EPRI 
E. Mueller, Esmeralda County, NV 
R. Damele, Eureka County, NV 
A. Johnson, Eureka County, NV 
C. Dahlberg, Fort Independence Indian Tribe 
D. Feehan, GAO 

D. Curran, Harmon, Curran, Spielberg & 
Eisenberg, L.L.P. 
D. Irwin, Hunton & Williams 
R. Holland, Inyo County, CA 
A. Lembke, Inyo County, CA 
K. Carunchio, Inyo County, CA 
P. Cecil, Inyo County, CA 
J. Brandt, Lander County 
D. Teske, Lander County, NV 
S. Scholley, Legislative Counsel Bureau 
M. Baughman, Lincoln County, NV 
C. Simkins, Lincoln County 
L. Mathias, Mineral County, NV      
C. Meyers, Moapa Paiute Indian Tribe 
R. Holden, NCAI 
R. McCullum, NEI 
S. Kraft, NEI 
J. Strolin, Nevada Agency for Nuclear Projects 
J. Treichel, Nuclear Waste Task Force 
M. Murphy, Nye County, NV 
W. Kohbarger, Nye County, NV 
D. Lacy, Nye County, NV 
J. Eastley, Nye County, NV 
G. Hollis, Nye County, NV 
R. Gamble, Nye County, NV 
C. Jaszczak, Nye County, NV 
E. Hiruo, Platts Nuclear Publications 
S. Frishman 
T. Story, Rep. Berkley’s office 
D. Cherry, Rep. Berkley’s office 
V. Prothro, Rep. Heller’s office 
G. Facchiano, Rep. Heller’s office 
M. Nakashima, Rep. Heller’s office 
A. Moses, Rep. Heller’s office 
S. Meade, Rep. Porter’s office 
J. Min, Rep. Porter’s office 
S. Olsen, Rep. Porter’s office 
K. Kirkeby, Sen. Ensign’s office  
R. Tully, Sen. Ensign’s office 
A. Shaw, Sen. Ensign’s office 
S. Joya, Sen. Ensign=s Office 
C. Guedry, Sen. Ensign’s office 
S. Raborn, Sen. Reid=s Office 
A. McDonough, Sen. Reid’s office 
D. Cristinzio, Sen. Reid=s Office 
R. Loux, State of NV 
S. Lynch, State of NV 
J. Kennedy, Timbisha Shoshone Tribe 
B. Durham, Timbisha Shoshone Tribe 
L. Lehman, T-REG, Inc. 
J. Parrot, US NRC 



G. Schlapper, US NRC 
V. Everett, US NRC 
B. Spitzberg, US NRC 
L. Willoughby, US NRC 
cc : (Continued) 
 
D. Duncan, USGS 
I. Zabarte, Western Shoshone National Council 
M. Simon, White Pine County, NV 
M. Martinez, White Pine County, NV 
J. Saldarini, BSC 
D. Beckman, BSC/B&A  
P. Johnson, Citizen Alert  
C. Hanlon, DOE 
J. Williams, DOE/Washington, DC 
E. Sproat, DOE/OCRWM 
R. Dyer, DOE/OCRWM 
R. Murthy, DOE/OCRWM 
J. Espinoza, GAO 
D. Silverman, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
B.J. Garrick, NWTRB 
S. Devlin, Private Citizen 
G. Hudlow, Private Citizen 
K. Skipper, USGS 
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NRC staff will continue to abide by its “Post-License Application Interactions Plan” for meetings 
and other interactions defined in the plan, including public involvement as described therein.   
 

Sincerely,  
 

              /RA/ 
 

James Rubenstone, Branch Chief  
Project Management Branch A 
Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety  
     and Safeguards 
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