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URGEISCEmails

From: Wilma Tope [wilto@live.com]
Sent: Friday, November 07, 2008 5:12 PM
To: NRCREP Resource
Subject: Uranium Recovery GEIS

Cheif Rulemaking, Directives, and Editing Branch 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C.  20555-001 
 
Dear Mr. Park, 
 
As landowners/ranchers in the area of a proposed in situ uranium mine, my husband and I are very 
concerned.  We believe the draft GEIS is hugely flawed.   
 
1.  There is no discussion on the cumulative impact of this process.  It is studied in stages, as if these 
processes would never be happening at the same time.  We know that they do, so this way of looking at it 
is incorrect.  The development, leaching, and reclamation activities can all be happening at once, so the 
collective impacts would be much more than stated.   
 
2.  Uranium mining companies have a long history of violations.  We note the huge problem that occurred 
at the Smith-Highlands Site, and the subsequent settlement with DEQ for $1.4 million.  Contrary to some 
newspaper reports, there were many "spills, leaks and other releases at this operation.  Some 80 spills 
have been reported, in addition to numerous pond leaks, well casing failures and excursions.  Such 
occurrences have become routine."  This doesn't sound like "small impacts".  Where is the assurance that 
the NRC can monitor these sites affectively, and enforce actions as needed?  Depending on the companies 
to monitor and do their own reporting does not sound reassuring to us.  We understand that the NRC only 
inspects these sites yearly.  We think the inspections should be much more often, and unannounced to the 
company prior to the inspection.   
 
3.  This document never discussed how big these sites may be, how many wells, how many roads, how 
many acres, how much electricity will be needed from the local power plant, etc.  It is difficult for us to 
comment when we have no idea even how many of these operations may be in our vicinity, or how big 
they may be.  What if these sites get bigger and more numerous?  Will this same GEIS apply to them, and 
go on forever as law?  There should be a restriction on the length of time that this GEIS applies.  
 
4.  There is never any discussion about the complete nuclear energy cycle, starting from the mining, to 
enrichment, energy production, and storage of the nuclear waste.  Also, is there a real need for new 
uranium mines, and what will the uranium be used for? Where will the product be sent?  What are the 
export/import requirements, what really is the need for this Federal action? 
 
5.  There has already been cross-contamination is our aquifers due to old drill holes.  (J.M. Boggs and 
A.M. Jenkins.  Analysis of Aquifer Tests Conducted at the Proposed Burdock Uranium Mine Site: Burdock, 
South Dakota.  Tennessee Valley Authority.  1980)  There are thousands of  old exploratory holes in the 
Aladdin and Hulett, WY area, where these proposed leaching sites are located.  We think this is a huge 
problem since most of them were not plugged or cased.  Also, this is an area where the aquifer is under 
pressure.  We are concerned about contamination from uranium leaching due to the artesian pressure in 
our area.  Also the possible lose of pressure in our wells due to the huge amounts of water used in this 
type of mining.   These issues should be discussed in the GEIS. 
 
6.  There are old underground uranium mines in the area.  How will this affect reclamation?  This needs to 
be addressed.   
 
7.  The fact of decreases in land values is never discussed.  If a big uranium leaching project goes in next 
door, the price of the neighboring land will drop tremendously. Who would want to retire next to a 
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uranium mine?  Who will compensate the land owner for their lost land values?  This is an impact, and it is 
never discussed in the GEIS. 
 
8.  The GEIS appears to be geared toward fast-tracking permitting.  This is not in the best interest of the 
public.  This only benefits the companies.  We thought that the NRC was just as it's name implies, a 
regulatory agency, set up to protect the people, not promote the process.  This GEIS does not help or 
protect the people at all.   
 
9.  Water quality and water quantity are huge concerns, and need to be addressed by the NRC.  Some of 
these proposed areas are very close to large populations, and in this state of little water fall, quantity and 
quality of water is becoming more and more of an issue.   
 
10.  The GEIS needs to address the issue of the mining companies, and their financial status.  Do they 
have enough money to get the permit and the bonds needed?  Do they have enough capital to back up 
the bonds, in case something did go wrong?  Could they just leave this country and go back to their own 
country, and leave the clean-up to the taxpayer?  This has happened in the past in the mining industry.  
The GEIS needs to consider this as a possible impact, and state how it would be dealt with. 
   
As you can see, we have many concerns. 
Thank you for taking our comments.  We hope that you will carefully consider them.  
 
Jay and Wilma Tope 
Aladdin, Wyoming 
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