
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

ATOMIC SAFETY AND LICENSING BOARD PANEL

Before the Licensing Board:

G. Paul Bollwerk, III, Chairman
Nicholas G. Trikouros 
Dr. James F. Jackson

In the Matter of

SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING CO.

(Early Site Permit for Vogtle ESP Site) 

Docket No. 52-011-ESP

ASLBP No. 07-850-01-ESP-BD01

November 13, 2008

MEMORANDUM AND ORDER
(Revised General Schedule)

As a result of our October 24, 2008 memorandum and order admitting an additional

environmental contention, EC 6.0, for litigation in this proceeding, in a second memorandum

and order on that same date, we revised the general schedule for this proceeding to implement

a previously proposed alternative schedule intended to accommodate such an eventuality.  In

that scheduling issuance, we also afforded the parties an opportunity to provide us with

comments on the revised schedule.  

By submissions dated October 29, 2008, applicant Southern Nuclear Operating

Company (SNC) and the NRC staff outlined several suggested revisions regarding the

January 2009 dates associated with in limine motion responses for prefiled direct testimony on

environmental contentions and the dates for filing new contentions associated with the staff’s

advanced Safety Evaluation Report.  In the revised general schedule for this proceeding

included as Attachment A, we incorporate changes addressing those comments (which are

marked in bold typeface). 
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1 Given that the filings in this proceeding have, from the outset, been submitted
electronically, the Board does not anticipate this should be a significant burden for the parties. 
In preparing their evidentiary materials, however, the parties should pay particular heed to the
requirements of 10 C.F.R. § 2.304(g), which mandates (in contrast to the normal practice with

(continued...)

Also with respect to the schedule, based on the November 7, 2008 SNC and staff filings

regarding the witness lists for newly admitted contention EC 6.0, we ask that the parties consult

and, taking into account the mandatory disclosure provisions of 10 C.F.R. § 2.336(a)(1), provide

us with their views on a date by which SNC and/or the staff must designate and provide relevant

information associated with any U.S. Army Corps of Engineers witness whose testimony they

wish to provide in support of their positions regarding that contention.  The Board requests that

the parties provide their views, preferably by a joint submission, on or before Thursday,

November 20, 2008.  

Finally, the parties should be aware that at some point closer to the planned March 2009

hearings the Board anticipates holding at least one prehearing conference to discuss the

logistics surrounding both the contested and mandatory hearings for this proceeding.  In that

regard, we ask that the parties begin to consider what, if any, support they foresee needing in

terms of presentation technology for evidentiary materials (e.g., projector/screen permitting

hearing room display of PowerPoint slides or other computer-generated graphical information). 

The parties also should be aware that for these hearings the Board anticipates employing a

“portable” version of the Digital Data Management System (DDMS) installed in the Licensing

Board Panel’s Rockville, Maryland, and Las Vegas, Nevada hearing rooms that will allow

documentary evidentiary material to be marked and later transmitted electronically to the

agency’s Electronic Hearing Docket.  This will alleviate the need (as would otherwise be

required under 10 C.F.R. § 2.337(d)) for the parties to provide multiple paper copies of those

materials.1  Also relative to evidentiary materials, the Board would remind the parties of its
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1(...continued)
party pleadings) that “the written testimony of each individual witness or witness panel and each
individual exhibit shall be submitted as an individual electronic file.”  The Board also notes that
the agency recently has established a “help desk” that can be contacted by telephone or e-mail
to obtain information and assistance regarding electronic filings.  See Notice of Availability of an
Updated Version of the Guidance for Electronic Submissions to the NRC, 73 Fed. Reg. 66,949
(Nov. 12, 2008).  

2 Copies of this memorandum and order were sent this date by the agency’s E-Filing
system to counsel for (1) applicant SNC; (2) Joint Intervenors Center for a Sustainable Coast,
Savannah Riverkeeper, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, Atlanta Women’s Action for New
Directions, and Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League; and (3) the staff. 

earlier request, see Tr. at 222, that they attempt, to the extent possible, to reach stipulations

regarding factual information and/or the authenticity and admissibility of evidentiary materials. 

It is so ORDERED.

FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY
   AND LICENSING BOARD2

                 /RA/                                           
G. Paul Bollwerk, III
CHAIRMAN

Rockville, Maryland

November 13, 2008
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