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URGEISCEmails

From: Kay Cumbow [kcumbow@greatlakes.net]
Sent: Friday, November 07, 2008 2:26 PM
To: NRCREP.Resource@nrc.gov.
Subject: “Uranium Recovery GEIS”
Attachments: uranium resolution GLU.pdf

Chief, Rulemaking, Directives, and Editing Branch,  
Mailstop: T6-D59, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
Washington, DC 20555-0001  
 
 
Great Lakes United (GLU) is an international coalition dedicated to preserving and restoring the Great 
Lakes and St. Lawrence River ecosystem. With offices in Toronto, Montreal and Buffalo, Great Lakes 
United is made up of 170 member organizations from eight U.S. states and two Canadian provinces. The 
Great Lakes United coalition includes environmentalists, conservationists, hunters and anglers, labor 
unions, community groups, and citizens of the United States and Canada, as well as First Nations and 
Native American Tribes. 
 
Great Lakes United's Nuclear-Free/Green Energy Task Force comprises concerned citizens and 
organizations promoting clean, safe, affordable, reliable, and sustainable solutions for the energy and 
climate crises, such as energy efficiency and renewable sources like wind and solar power. The Task 
Force also serves as a watchdog on the commercial nuclear power industries and their governmental 
regulators on both sides of the border. 
 
The Task Force opposes any uranium exploration or mining, milling, refining, or enrichment due to the 
historic devastation and lack of adequate remediation of both lands and waters where uranium mining or 
processing has occurred, directly affecting health of area watersheds and affected communities, now and 
for centuries to come. Enclosed is a copy of a resolution calling for a Moratorium on Uranium 
Exploitation in the Great Lakes basin, passed by the coalition members of Great Lakes United at the 
Annual General Meeting in May of this year.  
 
We also oppose efforts to create a generic EIS for in situ leach mining, as every community has unique 
environmental and groundwater considerations, often unknown or unappreciated beyond that 
community. Communities need individual environmental assessments, because in-situ mining always 
pollutes!  If the NRC proceeds with the generic EIS, they will miss enormous opportunities to prevent 
greater groundwater pollution. Do not destroy the right of communities to protect groundwater or 
surface waters or land that they depend on through site-specific assessments.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Gordon Edwards 
Co-Chair, Canada 
 
Michael J. Keegan 
Co-Chair, United States  
 
for the Great Lakes United Green Energy and Nuclear Free Task Force 
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Resolution for a Moratorium on Uranium Exploitation in Great Lakes Basin 
 
WHEREAS the crushed-rock residues left over from uranium extraction are eight times as radioactive 
as the uranium that is extracted; 
 
WHEREAS the half-life of the total radiological hazard of the uranium tailings is more than 75 000 
years in duration; 
 
WHEREAS the solid radioactive poisons in uranium tailings pose a perpetual threat to ground water 
and surface water for millennia; 
 
WHEREAS the radon gas migrating from uranium residues is known to deposit radioactive fallout on 
soil, vegetation and surface waters, contaminating plants, fish and animals with isotopes of radioactive 
lead, bismuth and polonium; 
 
WHEREAS uranium residues ("tailings") contain some of the most radio-toxic substances known to 
science, including several alpha-emitting isotopes of radium, thorium, radon, and polonium; 
 
WHEREAS alpha emitting radionuclides are classified as Class I Carcinogens by the World Health 
Organization's International Agency for Research in Cancer and radon gas exposure is the second 
leading cause of lung cancer in the world (according to WHO); 
 
WHEREAS exploration for uranium creates penetrations into the radioactive ore body and provides 
additional pathways for radioactive materials to migrate into groundwater and into the above-ground 
environment; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Great Lakes United calls on the relevant federal, state and 
provincial governments to declare and enforce moratoria on uranium mining and exploration activities 
within the Great Lakes basin for the indefinite future. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY 
GREAT LAKES UNITED AT THE MAY 2, 2008 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN 
HURON, OHIO. 
________________________ 
Jim Mahon, President 
<uranium resolution GLU.pdf> 
  
Note: A signed copy of this resolution is attached.  
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Resolution for a Moratorium on Uranium Exploitation in Great Lakes Basin 

WHEREAS the crushed-rock residues left over from uranium extraction are eight times as radioactive 
as the uranium that is extracted; 

WHEREAS the half-life of the total radiological hazard of the uranium tailings is more than 75 000 
years in duration; 

WHEREAS the solid radioactive poisons in uranium tailings pose a perpetual threat to ground water 
and surface water for millennia; 

WHEREAS the radon gas migrating from uranium residues is known to deposit radioactive fallout on 
soil, vegetation and surface waters, contaminating plants, fish and animals with isotopes of radioactive 
lead, bismuth and polonium; 

WHEREAS uranium residues ("tailings") contain some of the most radio-toxic substances known to 
science, including several alpha-emitting isotopes of radium, thorium, radon, and polonium; 

WHEREAS alpha emitting radionuclides are classified as Class I Carcinogens by the World Health 
Organization's International Agency for Research in Cancer and radon gas exposure is the second 
leading cause of lung cancer in the world (according to WHO); 

WHEREAS exploration for uranium creates penetrations into the radioactive ore body and provides 
additional pathways for radioactive materials to migrate into groundwater and into the above-ground 
environment; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Great Lakes United calls on the relevant federal, state and 
provincial governments to declare and enforce moratoria on uranium mining and exploration activities 
within the Great Lakes basin for the indefinite future. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY 
GREAT LAKES UNITED AT THE MAY 2, 2008 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN 
HURON, OHIO. 

________________________
Jim Mahon, President 
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