
 
 

December 24, 2008 
 
 
Ms. Mary Colligan 
Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Regional Office 
1 Blackburn Drive 
Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930 
 
SUBJECT:  REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING 

PROCESS AND A LIST OF FEDERALLY PROTECTED SPECIES WITHIN THE 
AREA UNDER EVALUATION FOR THE FERMI NUCLEAR POWER PLANT, 
UNIT 3 COMBINED LICENSE APPLICATION REVIEW 

 
Dear Ms. Colligan: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff is reviewing an application submitted by 
Detroit Edison Company (Detroit Edison) for a combined license (COL) for construction and 
operation of a new nuclear power plant, Fermi Nuclear Power Plant, Unit 3 (Fermi 3), at its 
Enrico Fermi Atomic Power Plant (Fermi) site in Monroe County, Michigan, approximately 24 
miles northeast of Toledo, Ohio and 30 miles southwest of Detroit, Michigan.  As part of the 
review of this COL application, the NRC staff is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) as required by Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Part 51, the NRC’s 
regulations that implement the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended (NEPA).  
The EIS includes an analysis of pertinent environmental matters, including those involving 
endangered or threatened species and impacts to fish and wildlife.  This letter is being 
submitted under the provisions of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA) and 
the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1934, as amended (FWCA). 
 
Detroit Edison submitted the application for a COL for Fermi 3 on September 18, 2008, pursuant 
to the NRC requirements in 10 CFR Part 52.  The NRC staff accepted the application for 
docketing on November 25, 2008.  It is available through NRC’s web-based Agencywide 
Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS), which can be found at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.  The Environmental Report (ER), which is Part 3 of 
the COL application, is listed under the accession number ML082730660.  The Fermi 3 COL 
application is also available on the Internet at http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-
reactors/col/fermi.html. 
 
The Fermi site is located on approximately 1,260 acres along the western shore of Lake Erie 
(see enclosed map of the site and vicinity).  The Fermi site currently has one operating boiling 
water reactor, Fermi Nuclear Power Reactor Unit 2 (Fermi 2), which has the capacity to 
generate 1,089 megawatts of electricity.  In addition, there is one non-operating reactor, Fermi 
Nuclear Power Reactor Unit 1, which has been defueled and is in the process of being 
decommissioned.  Detroit Edison proposes to construct one new nuclear unit adjacent to the 
existing facilities in an area that has been previously disturbed with a portion extending
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into undeveloped wetlands.  The Fermi property is zoned as a Public Service District, which 
allows for power plant use.  For Fermi 3, Detroit Edison has identified the need for transmission 
line upgrades as well as three new transmission line corridors and a separate switchyard.  The 
siting area for the new transmission lines would include Monroe, southwest Wayne, and 
southeast Washtenaw Counties, Michigan.  
 
The proposed cooling system consists of an intake bay that extends into Lake Erie, circulating 
water systems throughout the plant, and the loss of some water through heat dissipation into the 
atmosphere and water discharged into Lake Erie.  Approximately 34,000 gallons per minute 
(gpm) would be withdrawn from Lake Erie during normal operations to make up losses from 
evaporation, drift, and blowdown.  Waste heat would be dissipated to the atmosphere through a 
hyperbolic natural draft cooling tower.  Blowdown from the cooling tower would be transported 
to an outfall that discharges into Lake Erie.   
 
The NRC staff, in its review, will evaluate the environmental impacts of construction and 
operation of Fermi 3 and alternatives, including alternative sites.  Four alternative sites are 
being considered for evaluation in the EIS.  These sites are located in Monroe County 
approximately four miles south of the River Raisin, Lenawee County along a tributary of the 
River Raisin, St. Clair County approximately 10 miles from Lake Huron, and another site in St. 
Clair County approximately two miles west of the St. Clair River.  Should a different set of 
alternative sites be evaluated in the EIS, the NRC would contact your office.  The NRC staff will 
also evaluate impacts from transmission line rights-of-way and site preparation activities, such 
as land clearing and excavation, in cumulative impacts analysis. 
 
To support the preparation of the NRC EIS on the proposed action and to ensure compliance 
with Section 7 of the ESA, the NRC staff requests that your office provide to the NRC staff a list 
of endangered, threatened, candidate, and proposed species, and designated and proposed 
critical habitat under the jurisdiction of National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) that may be in 
the vicinity of the Fermi 3 site, the associated transmission line rights-of-way, and the alternative 
sites.  In addition, please provide any comments, concerns, or information you consider 
appropriate under the provisions of the FWCA. 
 
The NRC staff plans to hold two NEPA public scoping meetings on January 14, 2009 at the 
Monroe County Community College’s La-Z-Boy Center Meyer Theater located at 1555 South 
Raisinville Road, Monroe, Michigan 48161.  The first meeting will convene at 1:00 p.m. and will 
continue until approximately 4:00 p.m.  The second meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m., with a 
repetition of the overview portions of the first meeting, and will continue until approximately 
10:00 p.m.  Each meeting will be preceded by an open house from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm and 
from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm, respectively, during which members of the public may meet and talk 
with NRC staff members on an informal basis.  In the event that the La-Z-Boy Center Meyer 
Theater is closed due to weather conditions on January 14, 2009, the open houses and scoping 
meetings would be held on January 15, 2009 during the same hours as listed above.  In 
addition, during the week of February 2, 2009, the NRC plans to conduct a site audit to discuss 
with Detroit Edison the detailed information that is the basis for the preparation of the ER, to 
perform a walk down of the site and its environs, and to review documentation.  You and your 
staff are invited to attend both the public meetings and the site audit. 



M. Colligan - 3 - 
 
Please provide any information, comments, or concerns you feel are appropriate on the scope 
of the proposed action during the scoping comment period, which ends on February 9, 2009.   
Comments should be submitted either by mail to the Chief, Rules and Directives Branch,  
Division of Administrative Services, Mail Stop TWB-05-B01M, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 or by e-mail to Fermi3.COLEIS@nrc.gov.  When 
the NRC staff completes the draft EIS on the proposed action, the staff plans to send the draft 
EIS to your office for comment.  The anticipated publication date for the draft EIS is January 
2010. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the NRC staff’s environmental review of this COL 
application, please contact Ms. Michelle Moser at 301-415-6509 or by email at 
Michelle.Moser@nrc.gov.  In her absence, please contact Mr. Stephen Lemont, Project 
Manager at 301-415-5163 or by email at Stephen.Lemont@nrc.gov. 

Sincerely, 
 
 

/RA/ 
 

Gregory P. Hatchett, Acting Chief 
Environment Projects Branch 2 
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews 
Office of New Reactors 

 
Docket No:  52-033 
 
Enclosure: 
As stated 
 
cc w/o Enclosure:  See next page
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Map of the Fermi 3 Site and Vicinity 

 



Fermi Mailing List – Primary  
cc:   

 

Fermi - Mailing List        
cc: 
Wayne County Department of Homeland Mr. Ronnie A. May 
Security & Emergency Management Senior Vice President-Major Enterprise Proj. 
10250 Middlebelt Road Detroit Edison Company 
Detroit, MI  48242 2402 WCB 
       2000 2nd Avenue 
Supervisor-Electric Operators Detroit, MI  48226-1279 
Michigan public Service Commission        
P.O. Box 30221 Mr. Peter W. Smith 
Lansing, MI  48909 Director,  Nuclear Development - Licensing 
       Detroit Edison Company 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 337 WCB 
Resident Inspectors' Office 2000 2nd Avenue 
6450 North Dixie Highway Detroit, MI  48226-1279 
Newport, MI  48166        
       Mr. Gregory K. Williams 
Michigan Department of Environmental Director of Emergency Management 
Waste and Hazardous Materials Division Monroe County Emergency Management Div. 
Radiological Protection & Medical Waste Sec. 987 South Raisinville Road 
Nuclear Facilities Unit - Constitution Hall Monroe, MI  48161-9700 
525 West Allegan Street        
P.O. Box 30241 
Lansing, MI  48909-7747 
       
Mr. Jack M. Davis 
Senior Vice President 
and Chief Nuclear Officer 
Detroit Edison Company 
Fermi 2 - 210 NOC 
6400 North Dixie Highway 
Newport, MI  48166 
       
Mr. David B. Harwood 
Director, Nuclear Development - Projects 
Detroit Edison Company 
337 WCB 
2000 2nd Avenue 
Detroit, MI  48226-1279 
       
Mr. Bruce R. Maters 
Director - Legal 
Detroit Edison Company 
688 WCB 
2000 2nd Avenue 
Detroit, MI  48226-1279 
 
 



 

 

Leaford Bearskin 
Wyandotte Nation 
P.O. Box 250 
64700 E. Highway 60 
Wyandotte OK 74370 
 
Fred Cantu, Jr.. Chief 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan 
7070 East Broadway Rd. 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 
 
James G. Chandler 
International Joint Commission 
Great Lakes Water Quality Board 
United States Section 
1250 23rd Street, NW Ste. 100 
Washington DC 20440 
 
Mary Colligan, Asst. Regional Administrator 
for Protected Resources 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Northeast Regional Office 
1 Blackburn Dr. 
Gloucester MA 01930 
 
Brian D. Conway 
Michigan State Historic Preservation Officer 
Michigan Historical Center 
Department of History, Arts, and Libraries 
P.O. Box 30740 
702 W. Kalamazoo St. 
Lansing MI 48909-8240 
 
Craig Czarnecki, Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
East Lansing Michigan Field Office 
2651 Coolidge Rd., Ste. 101 
East Lansing MI 48823 
 
Kathrine David 
Michigan Dept. of Environmental 
Quality Land & Water Management 
Jackson District Office 
301 E. Louis Glick Hwy. 
Jackson MI 49201-1556 
 
Frank Ettawageshik, Chairperson 
Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians 
7500 Odawa Cir. 
Harbor Springs MI 49740 
 

Harold G. Frank 
Forest County Potawatomi 
Community of Wisconsin 
P.O. Box 340 
5417 Everybody's Rd. 
Crandon WI 54520 
 
Edgar L. French 
Delaware Nation 
P.O. Box 825 
Bldg. 100, State Hwy 201 
Anadarko OK 73005 
 
John H. Hartig, Refuge Manager 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge 
9311 Groh Rd. 
Grosse Ile MI 48138 
 
Patricia Jones 
Ohio Natural Heritage Data Base 
Division of Natural Areas & Preserves 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
1889 Fountain Sq. 
Bldg. F-1 
Columbus OH 43224-1331 
 
Robert Kewaygoshkum, Chairman 
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa 
and Chippewa Indians 
2605 N.W. Bayshore Dr. 
Suttons Bay MI 49682 
 
Don Kilma, Director 
Office of Federal Agency Programs 
Advisory Council of Historic Preservation 
Old Post Office Bldg. 
1100 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Ste. 809 
Washington DC 20004 
 
Colette N. Luff 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
477 Michigan Ave. 
P.O. Box 1027 
Detroit MI 48231-1027 
 
Kenneth Meshigaud, Chairperson 
Hannahville Indian Community 
N14911 Hannahville B1 Rd. 
Wilson MI 49896-9728 



 

 

John A. Miller, Chairperson 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
58620 Sink Rd. 
Dowagiac MI 49047 
 
Anna Miller 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Mail Code: E-19J 
Chicago IL 60604-3507 
 
Jeffrey D. Parker, President 
Bay Mills Indian Community 
12140 W. Lakeshore Dr. 
Brimley MI 49715 
 
Aaron Payment, Chairperson 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe 
of Chippewa Indians of Michigan 
523 Ashmun St. 
Sault Ste. Marie MI 49783 
 
Larry Romanelli 
Ogema Little River Band 
of Ottawa Indians 
375 River St. 
Manistee MI 49660 
 
Kelley Smith, Chairman 
Great Lakes Fisheries Commission 
Micigan DNR 
Mason Bldg. 8th Flr. 
530 Aolegan St. 
Lansing MI 48933 
 
Ron Sparkman 
Shawnee Tribe 
P.O. Box 189 
29 S Hwy 69A 
Miami OK 74355 
 
David K. Sprague, Chairperson 
Match-e-be-nash-she-wish Band 
of Pottawatomi Indians of Michigan 
P.O. Box 218 
1743 142 Ave. 

 
 
Laura Spurr, Chairperson 
Huron Potawatomi, Inc. 
2221 - 1 1/2 Mile Rd. 
Fulton MI 49052 
Warren C. Swartz, Jr., President 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
1652 Beartown Rd. 
Baraga MI 49908 
 
Charles Todd 
Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 110 
811 Third Ave., NE 
Miami OK 74355 
 
Kenneth Westlake 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Mail Code: E-19J 
Chicago IL 60604-3507 
 
James Williams, Jr., Chairman 
Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa Indiana 
P.O. Box 249 
E23560 Choate Rd. 
Watersmeet MI 49969 
 
Leni Wilsmann 
Michigan Natural Features Inventory 
Mason Bldg., 5th Flr. 
Box 30444 
530 Aolegan St. 
Lansing MI 48933 
 
Margo Zieske 
Government References Librarian 
Ellis Reference & Information Ctr. 
Monroe County Libraries 
3700 South Custer Rd. 
Monroe MI 48161-9716  
 
 

Dorr MI 49323 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 

Email 
Reyes.Juan@epa.gov (Juan Reyes) 
Rinck.Todd@epa.gov (Todd Rinck)  
Roundtree.Marthea@epa.gov (Marthea Roundtree)   
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