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From: Renee Carrier [carrier.renee@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 06, 2008 3:02 PM
To: NRCREP Resource

Subject: Uranium Recovery GEIS

Chief, Rules Review and Directives Branch

RE: Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement for In-Situ Leach Uranium Mining Facilities NUREG-
1910

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS)
for In-Situ Leach (ISL) Uranium Mining Facilities.

As landowners north of Hulett, Wyoming, my husband and I raise an orchard, vineyard, two gardens, and we
depend on a 360 foot well for water.

I am writing in response to the proposed GEIS in our county for an ISL uranium mining operation. We have
some questions and comments regarding both ventures, the ISL project itself and the GEIS: First, is this a
capitalized property? i.e. would the venture be financed until the its completion or may the project be
abandoned at some point? Can you guarantee that all chemicals pumped in will be pumped out? We understand
that ISL is not an exact science; can you predict the amount of contamination and leaching of our groundwater?
Can you estimate the depletion of the aquifer?

Anytime a "natural system" is disturbed there is possibility of problems ensuing.Therefore, we oppose the
use of GEIS for ISL of uranium mining because it appears (to us) to be inadequate in addressing several issues
with regard to safetythe foremost consideration.

Below I wish to add some additional comments as proposed by researchers and which more than aptly speak
to our concerns:

1. GEIS for ISL of uranium mining is not in the best interest of the public. A more extensive, specific
Environmental Impact Statements would better protect the public.

2. The Environmental Impact Statement is a critical part of the permitting process which allows for citizens
of Wyoming to be involved in environmental decision-making and to take an active role in government
decisions, as well as advocate for measures that protect their homes and communities. Because of this, GEIS
should not be implemented, as it will reduce this public input and possibly eliminate it.

3. The GEIS looks at ISL projects on an individual basis and does not take into account the fact that several
sites may be found in close areas. The impacts of sites in close proximity and the cumulative effects of these sites
need to be addressed.

4. The GEIS does not specify when an individual site specific assessment will be done and why. This needs to
be clearly stated for the protection of the public.

5. The GEIS looks at the impacts of each phase of the process as if that phase were occurring by itself.
Construction, operation, aquifer restoration, and decommissioning should all be occurring simultaneously, and the
effects of these phases upon each other need to be addressed.

6. The GEIS does not take into account that other industries may be implementing other types of processes
nearby. Coal bed methane, oil drilling, bentonite mining, and others may be occurring near these ISL sites. The
cumulative impacts of these other industries must be addressed.



7. The GEIS is being proposed due to a lack of sufficient staff in the NRC for adequate review of the
permitting process. Staffing levels and needs at the NRC, as well as environmental impacts that could occur due to
insufficient oversight need to be addressed.

8. The GEIS is unclear as to whether the public will be involved in the less strict site specific environmental
assessments that are proposed. Public input is essential to good decision making, and it needs to be clear on how
and when the public will be involved.

9. Disregarding significant impacts in the interest of streamlining the permitting process is not compliant with
the spirit of our most important and fundamental environmental laws.

10. Current NRC regulations for ISL are inadequate and outdated. These should be reviewed to determine
whether new regulations are needed.

11. The NRC should consider limiting the number of licenses in one particular geographic area to ensure proper
water and land restoration for existing projects before new projects can occur.

12. The GEIS lists voluntary "best management practices" as a means of reducing impacts of ISL. Voluntary
practices are not substitutes for enforceable license requirements, and the GEIS need to include enforceable
mitigation measures.

Sincerely,
Rene Carrier

Landowner north of Hulett, Wyoming
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