November 24, 2008

Mr. J. R. Morris

Site Vice President
Catawba Nuclear Station
Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
4800 Concord Road

York, SC 29745

Mr. Bruce H. Hamilton

Vice President

McGuire Nuclear Station
Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
12700 Hagers Ferry Road
Huntersville, NC 28078

SUBJECT: CATAWBA NUCLEAR STATION, UNITS 1 AND 2, AND MCGUIRE NUCLEAR
STATION, UNITS 1 AND 2 - WITHDRAWAL OF AN EXEMPTION REQUEST
(TAC NOS. MD8863, MD8864, MD8865, AND MD8866)

Dear Messrs. Morris and Hamilton:

By letter dated May 7, 2008, you applied for an exemption from the requirements of Title 10 of
the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 50, Section 50.46, “Acceptance criteria for
emergency core cooling systems for light-water nuclear power reactors,” and Appendix K to 10
CFR Part 50 for the Catawba Nuclear Station, Units 1 and 2 (Catawba 1and 2), and for the
McGuire Nuclear Station, Units 1 and 2 (McGuire 1 and 2). The exemption requested relates
solely to the specific types of cladding material specified in these regulations. As written, the
above regulations presume the use of Zircaloy or ZIRLO™ fuel rod cladding. The exemption
was necessary to allow the use of M5™ clad fuel at Catawba 1 and 2 and McGuire 1 and 2.
Subsequently, by letter dated October 14, 2008, you withdrew the exemption request.

The purpose of this letter is to advise that the above-cited application is being treated as
withdrawn.

Sincerely,

/RA/

John Stang, Senior Project Manager
Plant Licensing Branch 11-1

Division of Operating Reactor Licensing
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-413, 50-414, 50-369
and 50-370

cc: Distribution via Listserve
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