November 18, 2008

Mr. Stephen Cowne, Director
Quality and Regulatory Affairs
Louisiana Energy Services
P.O. Box 1789

Eunice, NM 88231

SUBJECT:  LOUISIANA ENERGY SERVICES REQUEST FOR WITHHOLDING
INFORMATION FROM PUBLIC DISCLOSURE (LOUISIANA ENERGY
SERVICES GAS CENTRIFUGE URANIUM ENRICHMENT FACILITY), LTR
NEF-08-00268-NRC

Dear Mr. Cowne:

On October 21, 2008, Mr. Jerome Reed transmitted an affidavit requesting that information
related to a license amendment request dated May 28, 2008, be withheld from public disclosure
pursuant to Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR), Section 2.390. Mr. Reed did
not provide a non-proprietary version of the document.

In the affidavit, dated October 21, 2008, Mr. Reed stated that Louisiana Energy Services wishes
to withhold, from public disclosure, Enclosures 2 through 6 of the letter, which describes
changes being made pertinent to the license amendment.

Section 2.390(b)(1)(ii) of 10 CFR Part 2 of the Commission’s regulations requires that each
supporting affidavit contain a full statement of the reasons why the information should be
withheld from public disclosure. Section 2.390(b)(1)(iii) further requires the statement to
“address with specificity” the considerations listed in 10 CFR 2.390(b)(4).

We have reviewed Mr. Reed’s affidavit in light of the cited regulations and have determined that
the affidavit does not satisfy the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) requirements.
Specifically the affidavit does not detail exactly what information in the document you request to
be withheld as proprietary.

You may supplement the present record with additional factual information in the form of
another affidavit. If you take that action, you should furnish specific factual information for your
application indicating specifically the information you wish to be withheld, the reasons why it
should be withheld, and the harm that would result if the NRC does not withhold the information
from public disclosure.

In summary, we have determined that your affidavit is not in conformity with 10 CFR 2.390(b) of
the Commission’s regulations inasmuch as it fails to address the considerations of paragraph
(b)(4) with sufficient specificity to enable us to make the required determination under 10 CFR
2.390(b). Consequently, we are unable to conclude at this time that the information referenced
in the affidavit is proprietary.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390(c), the information sought to be withheld will be placed in the
Commission’s Public Document Room thirty (30) days after your receipt of this letter unless you
either seek to withdraw the information requested to be withheld or provide the NRC with an
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amended affidavit meeting the requirements of 10 CFR 2.390(b). If you request that the
information be withdrawn, your request will be considered in light of applicable statutes and
regulations and a determination made whether the documents will be withheld from public
disclosure and returned to you.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Timothy C. Johnson at 301-492-3121.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Brian W. Smith, Chief

Uranium Enrichment Branch

Division of Fuel Cycle Safety
and Safeguards

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

Docket No.: 70-3103
License No.: SNM-2010

cc: William Szymanski/DOE Alton Dunn/Jal Lindsay Lovejoy/NIRS
Gary Don Reagan/Hobbs Daniel Stenger/H&H David Trujillo/Lovington
Betty Richman/Tatum Reinhard Hinterreither/LES  Gregory Smith/LES
Glen Hackler/Andrews Gary Schubert/Lea Cty John Parker/NMED
Matt White/Eunice Richard Ratliff/ Texas M. Marriotte/NIRS
CO’Claire/Ohio Lee Cheney/CNIC Cindy Padilla/NMED
Joseph Malherek/PC Ron Curry/NMED Jon Goldstein/NMED
Tannis Fox/NMED Patricia Madrid/NMAG Glen Smith/NMAG

Roger Mulder/Texas Clint Williamson/LES
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