November 12, 2008

Mr. Dave Baxter

Vice President — Oconee Nuclear Station

Duke Power Company LLC d/b/a duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Oconee Nuclear Station

7800 Rochester Highway

Seneca, SC 29672

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING THE OCONEE
NUCLEAR STATION INDEPENDENT SPENT FUEL STORAGE INSTALLATION
LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT (TAC
NO. J00817)

Dear Mr. Baxter:

On January 30, 2008, Duke Power Company LLC d/b/a Duke Energy Carolina, LLC (Duke)
submitted an application to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to renew its license
for the Oconee Nuclear Station Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation (ISFSI). Your
license renewal application included an environmental report.

The staff has reviewed your application and determined that additional information is required to
assess compliance of the license renewal application environmental report with the applicable
regulations of 10 CFR Part 72 and 10 CFR Part 51. Enclosed is the staff's Request for
Additional Information (RAI) that identifies the information needed for the continued review of
your license renewal application.

Your full and complete responses to the enclosed RAIs are necessary for the staff to complete
its review. In order to meet our schedule, we need to receive your RAI responses within 30 days
following the date you receive this letter or December 22, 2008. If you are unable to meet this
time frame you must notify us in writing, at least two weeks prior to that date, of your new
response date and the reasons for the delay. The staff will then assess the impact of the new
response date and will issue a revised schedule, as necessary.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Haimanot Yilma of my staff by telephone at (301)
415-8029, or by email at Haimanot.Yilma@nrc.gov. Written response can be provided to:
Haimanot Yilma, c/o Document Control Desk, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Mailstop T-
8F5, Washington DC, 20555-0001. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,
IRA/

Gregory F. Suber, Chief
Environmental Review Branch
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs
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REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
ON THE LICENCE RENEWAL APPLICATION FOR THE
OCONEE NUCLEAR STATION
INDEPENDENT SPENT FUEL STORAGE INSTALLATION
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

Duke Power Company LLC

Docket No. 72-04,
License No. SNM-2503
TAC NO. J00817

This Request for Additional Information (RAI) contains questions identified by the U. S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff during its review of Duke Power Company LLC d/b/a Duke
Energy Carolina, LLC (Duke) Environmental Report associated with renewal of the Oconee
Nuclear Station (ONS) Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation (ISFSI) license. This
information is required to establish and confirm that the applicable environmental regulatory
requirements continue to be satisfied for the license renewal period.

Each individual RAI describes information needed by the staff to complete its review of the
license renewal application, determine whether ONS has demonstrated compliance with
regulatory requirements, and provide the necessary information and references for the required
Environmental Assessment (EA).

The following information is needed to determine compliance with 10 CFR Part 51, unless
otherwise stated. It should be noted that other regulatory requirements may be applicable.

1. As part of the ISFSI license renewal application, ONS included a survey conducted in 1998
to identify Threatened and Endangered Species in the vicinity of ONS. Based on this survey,
ONS identified “Echinacea Laevigata” (federally threatened species) as being present in the
general area of ONS but outside the one mile radius of ONS.

a) Justify the use of 1998 data for determining Threatened and Endangered Species.

b) Explain the steps taken to verify that Threatened and Endangered Species identified by Fish
and Wildlife Service in 2008 are located in the area or impacted by ISFSI operations. The Fish
and Wildlife Service consultation letter can be found in ADAMS under reference number
ML081850455.

c) Given that Threatened and Endangered Species identified by Fish and Wildlife Service (in
2008) are missing from the 1998 survey conducted by ONS, describe the steps that will be
taken to ensure protection of all Threatened and Endangered Species during reasonable
foreseeable action (up to and including expansion of additional ISFSI)?

2. In accordance with the design of Horizontal Storage Module (HSM) described in ONS’s
UFSAR, air inlet and outlet ventilation screens are available for cooling through natural
circulation. Describe how ONS ensures Threatened and Endangered Species (such as birds),
are precluded from nesting in the air inlet/outlet ventilation screens?

Enclosure
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