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Subject: Re: Revised Criticality Section of IIRSR

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

I guess I am a little taken back by the large number of unanswered questions in the IIRSR section on criticality, 
especially since I know from most of the other sections that the chance of waste package failure, drip shield 
failure, quantity of water likely to infiltrate the drifts, infiltration of water into the waste packages, degradation of 
neutron poisons, etc are so low, and the consequences of the critiality are not expected to be large. 
Furthermore, any thought of external criticality would require very long time frames and mechanisms to 
concentrate the fissile materials, which are not likely at this site. Am I so far off base here that there is anything 
but the remotest possibility of criticality in 10,000 years? 
 
If there is really a risk insight here, I wish someone would make it clear what it is, and why we have to devote 
so much resources to this problem. 
Dick Codell  
 
 
>>> Dennis Galvin 05/24/04 03:35PM >>> 
Osvaldo, 
 
I believe I have addressed your comments and made the section much shorter.  I have also tried to address 
the revised risk insight questions.  The revised section is attached. 
 
 
>>>Osvaldo, 
 
I have attached the the criticality section of the IIRSR.  To support the schedule, I have not performed a 
detailed editorial review as this will be done at the CNWRA.  Please let me know if there are any problems with 
the approach I have taken in this section. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Dennis 
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