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HLWYM HEmails

From: Paul Bertetti
Sent: Friday, April 18, 2003 10:16 AM
To: David Pickett
Subject: RE: NWN - Nopal Weekly News

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

David, 
 
I agree with you and English. I think it might be worthwhile to plan a later trip, just in case you can match up 
with a pumped sample event. I also think you should go down next month as planned - to have a better chance 
to get access to cuttings and/or core, etc. and 'see' what's going on. 
 
It is quite likely that the water samples from bailing will affected by drilling, and my experience is that the water 
chemistries from the bailed samples may be quite different than the chemistries you'd measure after proper 
development and pumping. Nevertheless, something is better than nothing. 
 
Thanks for the update. 
 
Paul 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: David Pickett [mailto:dpickett@cnwra.swri.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, April 17, 2003 2:52 PM 
To: John Bradbury; James Prikryl; English Pearcy; Bradley Werling; Paul Bertetti; Bret Leslie 
Subject: NWN - Nopal Weekly News 
 
 
(Well...somewhat weekly.) 
 
Here's the latest from Mike Murrell.  Things have slowed down some due to drilling difficulties and the Easter 
holiday. 
 
PB1 = core through deposit 
PB2 = "uphill" well against wall of Level 10 
PB3 = "downhill" well 
 
PB2 is completed.  (And as I thought, PB2 and PB3 are being done with a hammer drill.)  Mike vaguely 
mentioned that the downhole gamma log was interesting down pretty deep.  We should request the log data. 
 
In PB1, they got "stuck" at around 100 m depth.  They are going to move over about a meter, drill down with 
the hammer drill to where the core left off, and then continue coring. 
 
In PB3, they got "pretty deep" and then hit "a pocket or something" and lost return of drilling fluids and cuttings. 
So that well will be delayed a little.  A new schedule for completion will be known next week. 
 
Steve Goldstein's plan is still to travel down there May 5-9, but it sounds like that will be firmed up next week. 
 
Because the water table is too deep for the pump they have on site, Ku or Luo (USC) are not going to go down 
for sampling in May with Goldstein.  They simply need more water for their radium, etc., sampling than can be 
obtained by bailing.  What this also means is that if we go in May, we should not try to do this type of sampling, 
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either.  They have ordered a new pump, which is expected to arrive in approximately six weeks, at which point 
the USC folk will do their sampling.  (But I would not try to predict when that may be.) 
 
My inclination is to stick to the plan and go with Goldstein, whenever that may be.  The two possible drawbacks 
to this are: we can't pump, and the waters may still be affected by drilling.  On the other hand, it's my gut 
feeling that the May trip would be better for getting a feel for DOE activities, and I'm not confident that the 
second DOE/USC sampling trip would happen any time soon.  I'm open to discussion on this. 
 
David 
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