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David, 
  Total dissolution is the way to go - otherwise you don't know if you've differentially leached/adsorbed U and 
Th between the solution and residue.   
You'll still have the problem of how to correct for initial Th-230, but at least there will not be analytical artifacts.  
Ultimately the way to handle that is through isochron techniques. 
 
Cheers, 
Larry 
 
On Wed, 21 Jul 99 11:18:22 -0600, 
David Pickett wrote... 
> 
>Larry, 
> 
>How are you?  I hope the family is well. 
> 
>I had a quick question; I think we may have discussed this in the past.   
>Jay is 
>going to do some U-Th work for us on carbonates from our site in Mexico.   
I 
>expect significant residue contamination in most samples, especially  
>the caliches.  Did you say that you have adopted the total-sample  
>dissolution technique for dealing with this problem when it arises?   
>(Bischoff & Fitzpatrick, 1991, and Luo & Ku, 1991; both in GCA vol 55,  
>pp 543-554 and 
>555-564.)  How has it worked for you? 
> 
>David 
> 
> 
> 
> 
 
Professor Larry Edwards 
Department of Geology and Geophysics 
University of Minnesota 
310 Pillsbury Drive, S.E. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
612-626-0207 
612-625-3819 (FAX) 
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