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HLWYM HEmails

From: David Pickett
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 1999 12:55 PM
To: "Bret Leslie" <BWL@nrc.gov>  
Cc: EPEARCY@swri.edu
Subject: Re:Please let me know when you ship LANL Pena Blanca samples

Bret, 
 
The samples are going out in today's Fedex shipment.  I am mailing you a copy of the additional information 
that accompanied the transmittal letter.  It explains to a limited extent the sample selection rationale. 
 
I was able to send powder splits for most samples (i.e., the same powders we did alpha on), but not for the 13 
m N fracture.  For this fracture, I sent two powders that Jim made up later and did alpha on as a sort of 
replicate exercise (knowing not to expect homogeneity). Unfortunately, these new numbers did not go as 
deeply into the "forbidden zone" as the earlier analyses. I also sent some hand samples from the 13 m N 
fracture (as we did the first time DOE asked for samples in 1995).  I sent both powder and hand for one of the 
samples. 
 
The other powders are from the major N-S fault/fracture, from just off the north side of the deposit, and from 
Level +00 just SE of the deposit. Concerning the latter, I was not aware that Jim had done alpha on Level +00 
samples until recently - I believe these were the last samples he analyzed back in 1996. The data are a little 
confusing, with a couple in the "forbidden zone" and the others with 230Th/238U = 0.5 to 0.7 - uncommon in 
our data set. I sent one of each. Even if I'm not yet sure what to make of the numbers - because I haven't had 
a chance to incorporate them with the other data - I think it would be useful for DOE to look at rocks from this 
side of the deposit. 
 
Let me know if you have more questions once you get the supporting information. 
 
David 
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