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A couple of GHGC-relevant notes on the just-completed technical exchange on DOE-SNF: 
 
1. For perspective: DOE-SNFs make up about three percent of the repository inventory by mass and one 
percent by activity, but 29 percent by waste package.  They are markedly diverse in terms of materials and 
radionuclide inventories. 
 
2. DOE is using a single "surrogate" inventory for the diverse DOE-SNFs--an average, if you will.  (Implicit in 
this is the assumption that DOE-SNFs are distributed evenly throughout the repository: areal variatons issue?)  
They say they will justify this assumption. 
 
3. The degradation model appears highly conservative.  As a result, most radionuclide release is solubility 
limited.  Dave Esh brought up the question, and it was repeated as one of only five points in the wrap-up, of 
whether geochemical models defining solubility limits are done explicitly for the DOE-SNF waste forms.  The 
answer was not clear, and I suspect more information will be forthcoming. 
 
David 
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