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Tae, 
 
> p. 5-5, "5.7 NO PHYSICAL FILTRATION OR GRAVITATIONAL SETTLING OF  
> COLLOIDS" 
 
Here are the key passages: 
 
"In the EBS RT Abstraction, the assumption is made that all stable colloids formed within the waste package 
(the calculated colloid source term) exit the package and enter the invert without filtration. These colloids will 
then move through the invert material without being subjected to filtration until they reach the underlying UZ." 
... 
"In the EBS RT Abstraction, it is assumed that all stable radionuclide bearing colloids will not be subject to 
gravitational settling." 
 
I think this is consistent with our understanding.  The concentration of colloids (wasteform, corrosion product, 
groundwater) is calculated in the waste package on the basis of ionic strength and pH.  Assumption 5.7 means 
that once colloids are calculated to be present, their concentration is not further reduced by filtration or settling.
 
To me, this means that this assumption is conservative and is not a problem.  Any issues related to in-package 
chemistry (e.g., ionic strength) and colloid concentration calculation are separate from this assumption. 
 
David 
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