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From: Shannon Anderson [sanderson@powderriverbasin.org]

Sent: Tuesday, November 04, 2008 12:38 PM

To: NRCREP Resource

Subject: Comments from Pavillion Area Concerned Citizens for Uranium GEIS
Attachments: PACC_Comments_on_GEIS.pdf

Please find attached comments from Pavillion Area Concerned Citizens, an affiliate organization of Powder River Basin
Resource Council.

Thank you,

Shannon Anderson

Powder River Basin Resource Council
934 N. Main St., Sheridan, WY 82801
307-672-5809 cell:307-763-1816
sanderson@powderriverbasin.org
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November 4, 2008

Michael Lesar

Chief, Rulemaking, Directives and Editing Branch
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail Stop T6-D59

Washington, DC 20555-0001
NRCREP.Resource@nre.gov

RE: Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement for In-Situ Leach Uranium Milling
Facilities, NUREG-1910

Dear Mr. Lesar,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the draft Generic Environmental Impact
Statement (GEIS) for In-Situ Leach (ISL) Uranium Milling Facilities. We appreciate the
opportunity to participate in this process. These comments are submitted on behalf of the
Pavillion Area Concerned Citizens (PACC) and behalf of our members who live, work, and/or
recreate in areas impacted by current and proposed uranium mining.

PACC is a group of community members who live near Pavillion, Wyoming in Fremont County.
Fremont County is part of the Wyoming West Uranium Milling Region. In particular, projects
planned in the Gas Hills Uranium District are geographically close to where members of our
organization live, ranch, farm, and recreate.

PACC members have been greatly impacted by energy development, and local air and water
resources have been contaminated by natural gas operations. Approximately 400 individuals in
the Pavillion area have been impacted by water contamination and to date the problem has not
been addressed. Many of our members are no longer able to use water from their domestic and
stock wells because of contamination issues.

According to a study by the National Research Council, “The primary risk associated with in situ
uranium mining is the potential for contamination of adjacent groundwater.” The study identified
that

If the system of injection and production wells is not properly designed and constructed,
the pregnant lixiviant may escape into the sandstone aquifer, carrying with it dissolved
uranium and radium. Small amounts of several trace metals are also present in the
lixiviant, including lead, selenium, molybdenum, and arsenic.'

To date, all ISL projects have had excursions and spills of injection and production fluids that
have threatened waters resources during operations. Additionally, ISL projects leave water
resources threatened after operations. No ISL project has returned groundwater quality to
baseline conditions. Elevated levels of arsenic, molybdenum, selenium, vanadium, and uranium

! National Research Council, Hardrock Mining on Federal Lands, National Academy Press, 1999, at 146, available
at http://books.nap.edu/html/hardrock fed lands.



are often present at higher levels than baseline even after groundwater restoration. Additionally
because of the mining solution, elevated levels of sodium, carbonate, or sulfate are present.
Mining may also increase total dissolved solids and change pH levels.

In light of these issues, we ask the NRC to consider enforceable mitigation measures that will
prevent additional groundwater contamination in Fremont County. We also urge the NRC to
conduct a thorough analysis of potential public health impacts that may occur because of ISL
operations. NRC must also thoroughly assess cumulative impacts of projects in the Wyoming
West Region. Ultimately, NRC should not license operations in Fremont County that will further
exacerbate groundwater contamination issues in the area.

Sincerely,

/John Fenton/

John Fenton
Pavillion Area Concerned Citizens
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