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From: penny mcmullen [pmsl@cybermesa.com]
Sent: Monday, November 03, 2008 7:00 PM
To: NRCREP Resource

Subject: ISL GEIS

Dear NRC Rep:

Please accept the following comments on the draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) for In-Situ
Leach (ISL) uranium mining which I submit on behalf of the Loretto Community (Sisters and Comembers).

A Generic EIS is insufficient. Under the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA), the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) is required to evaluate the environmental impacts associated with the
construction, operation and decommissioning of existing and proposed ISL facilities. The environmental
impacts of ISL mining are site-specific, especially on groundwater. The hydrology, water quality, geology,
socio-economics, and cultural resources in places as diverse as Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Wyoming, Utah,
Colorado, South Dakota and Nebraska cannot be evaluated in a generic manner. Each site should be evaluated
with its own specific EIS.

The GEIS analysis of impacts to water resources is insufficient and therefore does not meet NEPA
requirements. ISL mining deliberately pollutes groundwater. In ISL mining, chemical liquids are injected into
the aquifer, and the solution of uranium-rich groundwater is then pumped to the surface, where the mining
company removes as much uranium and other heavy metals as financially possible. The remaining solution is
re-injected into the aquifer, where it can contaminate groundwater. No mining company has ever been able to
reclaim groundwater to pre-mining water quality conditions. Each site needs its own specific EIS to evaluate
the current water quality and address specifically how the groundwater quality will be reclaimed.

The GEIS does not analyze the cumulative impacts of new ISL mining combined with contamination from
historic uranium mining and milling. Any contamination from new mining will add to the severe environmental
and health problems that native populations have already endured from past mining on their lands.

Although the GEIS leaves the impression that Indian lands will not be affected by ISL uranium mining, the
NRC has already approved of ISL uranium mining in the Navajo communities of Churchrock and Crownpoint.
This is an outrageous disregard for the Navajo Nation which banned uranium mining and processing within its
boundaries.

This generic EIS is part of a rush to develop nuclear power. But our urgent need to develop our own energy
sources is no excuse for being careless about environmental impacts. And while proponents of nuclear energy
claim it is "clean" when used, every step of producing nuclear power contributes to global warming in addition
to creating environmental and health problems. We would be better off rushing to develop renewable sources
of energy.

In summary, this GEIS should not go forward, and should be replaced with a specific EIS for each proposed
site.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit our comments. If the NRC goes forward with this, please send me the
final GEIS and Record of Decision.

Penelope McMullen, SL
NM Justice and Peace Coordinator



Loretto Community
113 Camino Santiago
Santa Fe, NM 87501

505-983-1251
pmsl@cybermesa.com
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