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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 PERSPECTIVE

The Indian Point Generating Station uses a once-through cooling system to dis~
sipate waste heat. In the cooling process, water from the Hudson River is
pumped through condensers where heat is transferred from the exhaust steam to
the cooling water; the warmed water is then returned to the river. The two
electrical power generating units in operation at the Indian Point plant#
withdraw up to 6,360 m3/minute (1.68 million gallons per minute) of water
from the Hudson River for cooling purposes. Aquatic organisms small enough
to pass through the intake screens (9.5 mm bar mesh) may be carried through
the cooling water system (entrainment) where they are exposed to abrupt tem-
perature changes, changes in hydrostatic pressure, mechanical buffeting, and
velocity shear forces. Determination of the survival of these organisms
following entrainment is an important step in realistically assessing the
potential ecological effects of power plant operation on the aquatic environ-
ment .

Studies to examine the survival of ichthyoplankton entrained through the con-
denser cooling water system of the Indian Point plant have been conducted
throughout most of the past decade. Over the course of these studies, vari-
ous sampling gear have been used and tested to assess biases associated with
applied collection procedures, and to further minimize stresses associated
with sampling. The results of entrainment studies at Indian Point have thus
been instrumental in supporting and promoting state-of-the-art developments
in entrainment survival sampling and assessment.

Initial studies to evaluate the survival of selected ichthyoplankton species
entrained at the Indian Point plant were conducted by the New York University
Medical Center (NYU) in 1972. These studies used conical plankton nets
mounted to stationary frames at plant intake and discharge stations to deter-
mine initial and extended survival of entrained organisms. This sampling

approach, which was subsequently incorporated into the regulatory technical
specifications for the Indian Point plant (NRC 1975), was continued by NYU
through 1977 (NYU 1973, 1974, 1976a, 1976b, 1976c, 1977, 1978). 1In 1978,
the administration of this sampling program was transferred to Ecological
Analysts, Inc. (EA 1980a).

The use of stationary nets at the Indian Point plant to assess the survival
of entrained organisms was originally based on the assumption that survival
of organisms captured by nets was the same in the discharge canal as at the
lower velocity intake (control) stations (NYU 1976b). In this regard, esti-
mated cross-sectional flow velocities in the Indian Point plant's discharge
canal typically exceed 0.61 m per second (2.0 fps), reaching approximately
3.0 m per second (10.0 fps) at the point where cooling water exits the
discharge ports, whereas estimated velocities at the intakes are less than

* Unit 1 has not operated for commercial production since October 1974.
Unit 2 is owned and operated by Consolidated Edison Company of New York,
Inc. (Con Edison). Unit 3 is owned and operated by the Power Authority
of the State of New York.
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0.30 m per second (1.0 fps) (NYU 1978). However, initial net entrainment
sampling at Indian Foint conducted in 1972 revealed that differences in the
velocity of water flow at intake versus discharge sampling stations may have
an effect on ichthycoplankton survival in the collection nets (NYU 1973). To
examine the relatiorship between water velocity and the survival of ichthyo-
plankton captured ir plankton nets of the type used at Indian Point, tests
were conducted at Con Edison's water flume (Alden Research Laboratories,
Holden, Massachusetts) using early life stages of hatchery-reared striped
bass from Hudson River brood stock (NYU 1976b; 0'Connor and Schaffer 1977).
These studies demonstrated that survival of all striped bass life stages
tested (egg, yolk-sac larva, and post yolk-sac larva) was, in fact, velocity
dependent. Survival for all life stages was considerably higher at 0.15 m
per second (0.5 fps) than at 0.46 m per second (1.5 fps), and water veloci-
ties of 0.91 m per second (3.0 fps) caused virtually complete mortality to
all life stages. Yolk-sac larvae were found to be most sensitive to net
capture, followed by post yolk-sac larvae and eggs, in decreasing order of
sensitivity. Based on these studies, it was concluded that entrainment sur-
vival estimates for ichthyoplankton collected using standard net capture
techniques may be affected profoundly by differences in water velocities

at power plant intakes and discharges, and that failure to account for net-
induced mortality may result in excessively high impact assessments (NYU
1976b; O'Connor and Schaffer 1977).

In light of these findings, entrainment survival studies at the Indian Point
plant were expanded in 1977 and 1978 to include sampling gear specifically
designed to eliminate the effect of intake and dicharge velocity differences
on survival. These studies, conducted by Ecological Analysts, Inc., used
pumps to transport water from intake and discharge sampling locations into a
flume (larval table) that reduced the velocity of water and concentrated the
organisms collected. The effects of entrainment on ichthyoplankton were esti-
mated by comparing survival at discharge stations with survival at intake
stations which served as controls on sampling and holding effects. This
sampling technique, referred to as the pump/larval table collection system,
generally resulted in higher entrainment survival estimates, for most taxa
and life stages, than were determined using nets (EA 1978a, 1979%a).

In spite of the refinements in entrainment survival estimates achieved through
the use of pump/larval table collection systems, pumps nonetheless cause
sampling mortality which can be pronounced in the case of more fragile spe-
cies or life stages. Controlled experiments, for example, have demonstrated
that only about 20 percent or less of striped bass juveniles are killed by
passage through 10 to 15 em (4 to 6 in.) diameter pumps during normal sampling
operation, whereas mortality may be as high as 30 to 70 percent for clupeid
juveniles (EA 1979t). Moreover, a comparison of striped bass survival data
from collections taken at Indian Point intake and discharge stations in 1978
indicated nigher entrainment survival for larvae and juveniles, but lower sur-
vival for eggs, in pump/larval table versus stationary plankton net ccllec~
tions (EA 1980a). Complete mortality was, in fact, observed for striped bass
eggs collected at intake (control) as well as discharge stations using the
pump/larval table systems, thus preventing a realistic assessment of entrain-
ment survival for this life stage.

1-2
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1.2 1979 ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL STUDIES

In an attempt to reduce sampling stress on more sensitive ichthyoplankton
taxa and life stages, entrainment survival studies conducted at the Indian
Point plant during the 1979 spring-summer spawning and nursery season
employed new raft-mounted sampling gear adapted from a collection system
design that was used successfully by Ecological Analysts in 1978 to sample at
an offshore diffuser discharge (EA 1979¢). The new collection systems uti-
lized head-induced flow, rather than pumps, for sample delivery but retained
the velocity reduction aspects of a flume receiving system. The discharge
collection system, referred to as the pumpless plankton sampling flume, used
dynamic head created by the water velocity exiting the discharge ports (about
3 m per second [10 fps]) to deliver the sample into a floating collection
flume. At the intake (control) station, where velocities are less, a head
differential was created by pumping water from behind angled diversion screens
in a partially submersed flume to induce sample flow into the collection
system; this gear is referred to as the rear-draw plankton sampling flume.

Although the pumpless and rear-draw plankton sampling flumes were primarily
designed to eliminate pump-induced sampling stresses, the floating support
structures associated with these samplers offer additional advantages over
the land-based pump/larval table collection systems. Because they are raft-
mounted, the new systems can be moved without disassembly and can be placed
near the point of sample withdrawal, thus, minimizing the length and eleva-
tion of the intake hose that delivers the sample to the collection flume.
Moreover, flotation of the discharge collection system provides a practical
solution to sampling at the Indian Point plant's submerged discharge ports,
thereby permitting assessment of organism survival at the terminus of the
cooling water system.

Entrainment survival studies at the Indian Point plant in 1979 were also
expanded to include sampling for larvae of the winter-spawning Atlantic tom-
cod. This sampling effort was conducted in late winter using land-based pump/
larval table collection systems. The raft-mounted samplers were not installed

for this study because of their susceptibility to damage from ice floes that
typically occur during this period.

1.3 SCOPE OF REPORT

This report addresses the results of the 1979 entrainment survival studies
conducted at the Indian Point plant using pump/larval table collection sys-
tems (late winter), as well as the pumpless and rear-draw plankton sampling
flumes (spring-summer). The late winter study effort was directed toward
assessing the entrainment survival of Atlantic tomecod (Microgadus tomcod),
whereas the spring-summer survival study focused on striped bass (Morone
saxatilis), white perch, (M. americana), herrings (Clupeidae), and anchovies
(Engraulidae). Entrainment abundance of ichthyoplankton species and life
stages collected at the Indian Point plant during late spring 1979 using an
automated pumped abundance sampling system is also presented. Ancillary
experiments designed to evaluate the recovery and survival of hatchery-
reared striped bass released directly into the cooling water system of the
plant (direct release studies), and to compare sampling effects associated

1-3




with the pumpless and rear-draw plankton sampling flumes (collection system
calibration study), are described in Appendixes A and B, respectively. In
addition, supplemental information on sampling gear and associated sampling
conditions are contained in Appendix C. Appendix D presents length-frequency
data for the major ichthyoplankton taxa. Included in Appendix E are proce-
dures for the life stage apportionment of Atlantic tomcod larvae.
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2. SUMMARY

2.1 ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL

Entrainment survival studies at the Indian Point Generating Station in 1979
were conducted during two separate sampling periods; the late winter season
(12 to 22 March) directed toward Atlantic tomecod (Microgadus tomcod) larvae,
and the spring-summer season (30 April to 14 August) directed toward early
life stages of striped bass (Morone saxatilis), white perch (M. americana),
herrings (Clupeidae), and anchovies (Engraulidae). During the winter season,
sampling with pump/larval table collection systems was conducted at the
intakes to Units 2 and 3 (Stations I2 and I3), in the Unit 3 effluent before
it enters the common discharge canal (Station D3), and in portions of the
discharge canal containing effluent water from both units (Stations D2 and
DP). Shutdown of Unit 3 from 20 to 22 March permitted examination of sur-
vival of Atlantic tomcod larvae under one- and two-unit generation.

New raft-mounted flume collection systems were used for the first time at the
Indian Point plant during the spring-summer entrainment season. The flume
systems were designed to reduce sampling stress by eliminating passage of

the organisms through sampling pumps. In the pumpless plankton sampling
flume used at the discharge port (Station DP), the difference in water levels
of the river and discharge canal creates a head, or pressure difference,
which causes water to flow into the flume. At the intake flume (Station I3)
a head is created by pumping water out of the partially submersed flume from
behind the diversion screens. As in the winter season, unit outages (Unit 2
after June 16) provided the opportunity to assess survival during both one-
and two-unit generation.

2.1.1 Atlantic Tomecod Survival

Initial survival proportions over the winter season for Atlantic tomcod lar-
vae were 0.624 at intake stations and 0.283 at discharge stations (Section
4.3.1.2.1). Survival proportions at intake stations were found to be inde-
pendent of life stage (yolk-sac or post yolk-sac larvae) and plant operational
mode (one- or two-unit generation). At discharge stations survival was also
independent of life stage, but plant operation did have a significant effect
on survival. The plant operation effect could be explained through differ-
ences in discharge water temperatures. Survival proportions at discharge
stations declined sequentially from 0.398 at temperatures <16 C to 0.071 at
temperatures between 20 and 22 C.

Ixtended survival proportions for Atlantic tomecod larvae, through 96 hours
after collections, differed significantly between yolk-sac and post yolk-sac
larvae collected at intake stations (0.347 and 0.667, respectively). However,
extended survival proportions for both life stages collected in discharge
samples, pooled over both operating conditions (0,214 for yolk-sac and 0.556
for post yolk=-sac), were not significantly different from intake proportions
{Section 4.3.1.2.2).

Intrainment survival of Atlantic tomcod measured over the entire 12 to
22 March sampling season was 45 percent (Section 4.3.1.2.3) for yolk-sac
and post yolk-sac larvae combined. For the four discharge temperature
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categories examined, entrainment survival was 64 percent from 12 to 15.9 C,
52 percent from 16 to 17.9 C, 29 percent from 18 to 19.9 C, and 11 percent
from 20 to 21.9 C. The substantial decline in survival with increasing dis-
charge temperatures suggests that manipulation of cooling water flow to

maximize entrainment survival could result in reduced entrainment cropping
of Atlantic tomcod.

2.1.2 Striped Bass, White Perch, Herring, and Anchovy Entrainment Survival
Study

The most abundant ichthyoplankton taxon collected at the Indian Point plant
during the 1979 spring-summer entrainment survival study was the anchovy
family (Engraulidae), followed by striped bass, herrings (Clupeidae), and
white perch (Section 4.3.2.1). These four taxa comprised 94 percent of

the ichthyoplankton collected with the new head-induced flow flume systems,
compared to 96 percent and 91 percent in entrainment survival samples col-

lected during 1977 and 1978 with the pump/larval table systems (EA 1978a,
1979a).

Consistent with entrainment survival studies at the Indian Point plant in
1977 and 1978, post yolk-sac larvae were collected in larger numbers than
other life stages. Thus, although eggs, yolk-sac, and post yolk-sac larvae
of striped bass were collected in sufficient numbers to determine entrainment
survival, survival znalysis for the other taxa was restricted to post yolk-
sa¢ larvae.

Survival proportions for striped bass eggs (proportion which hatch within

96 hours) were 0.4Ul4 for intake collections and 0.327 for discharge collec-
tions (Section 4.3.2.2.1). These survival proportions, were not significantly
different at @ = 0.05, and represent substantial improvement over previous

data from pump/larval table systems which generally produced 100 percent
mortality for eggs.

Initial survival proportions for fish larvae collected at the discharge port
station DP, which had experienced entrainment as well as sampling effects,
were highest for striped bass (0.615 to 0.769), followed by white perch
(0.236 to 0.700), herrings (0.285), and anchovies (0.058) (Section 4.3.2.2.2).
When examined over the three discharge temperature ranges (<29.9 C, 30 to
32.9 C, >33 C), survival in 1979 was consistently higher than in 1977 or 1978
(Section 4.3.2.2.3). Thus, the pumpless plankton sampling flume represented
a significant improvement in entrainment survival sampling methodology over
the pump/larval table collection system since it not only reduced sampling
stress but also permitted sampling entrained organisms at the terminus of

the coolant system.

In contrast, initial survival proportions at intake station I3, which reflect
sampling effects only, were unexpectedly lower than at the discharge port

for larvae of most taxa. This indicated higher sampling stress in the rear-
draw flume system, particularly for yolk-sac larvae and younger post yolk-sac
larvae. (Further demonstration of the difference in sampling stress between
the two flume systems, which declined with increasing size of the larvae,
occurred in the collection system calibration study, Appendix B.) The reason
for higher stress may have been localized areas of high through-screen veloc-
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ity in the rear-draw flume which resulted in impingement of larvae on the
diversion screens.

Differences in initial survival during periods of one-unit versus two-unit
generation were seen only for white perch post yolk-sac larvae collected

at Station DP. The higher survival during one-unit generation was probably
due more to the larger size of the larvae collected during this operational
mode than to any inherent difference in stress. The influence of larval size
on survival was also seen for hatchery-reared striped bass in the collection
system calibration study (Appendix B).

Survival proportions did not appear to decline with increasing temperature,
however, striped bass, white perch, and herrings were not collected when dis-
charge temperatures were >33 C. Anchovy post yolk-sac larvae, the only taxa
collected over all three temperature ranges, exhibited lowest survival (0.028)
at the intermediate temperature range (30 to 32.9 C). Again length of the
larvae collected in the three temperature ranges provided an explanation for
this apparent anomaly as larvae collected at the intermediate temperature
renge were generally the smallest.

Normalized extended survival (through 96 hours) for intake and discharge col-
lections differed significantly (a = 0.05) only for striped bass yolk-sac
larvae and herring post yolk-sac larvae (Section 4.3.2.2.4). For striped
bass yolk-sac larvae, extended survival for discharge collections was consis-
tently lower than for intake collections. For herring post yolk-sac larvae,
discharge extended survival proportions consistently exceeded proportions

for intake collections, however, statistical significance was found for only
two observation periods, 12 and 96 hours. Although survival was low, anchovy
lervae survived through 96 hours for the first time since the initiation of
survival sampling, further demonstrating the improvements of the new flume
sampling systems.

Ertrainment survival, S_., for striped bass eggs was T4 percent (Section
4,3.2.2.5), nearly identical to the 73 percent estimate of S, from direct
release experiments (Appendix A). Since no difference in sampling stress

was found for the two flume systems (Appendix B), these S, estimates are the
first valid measures of egg entrainment survival for the Indian Point Gen-
erating Station. Previous estimates based on net collections were biased

by differential sampling stress due to different water velocities at intake
and discharge stations. Because of the difference in sampling stress between
flumes for the larval life stages, S, estimates for these stages could not

be calculated according to standard methods. Nonetheless, the discharge sta-
tion initial survival values indicate that entrainment survival for most

taxa in 1979 was likely to be at least as high as most previous Sy estimates.
Minimal entrainment survival estimates (i.e., discharge initial survival pro-
portions) for all temperatures combined in 1979 were 59 percent for striped
bass yolk-sac larvae, 63 percent for striped bass post yolk-sac larvae, 30
percent for white perch post yolk-sac larvae, 29 percent for herring post
yclk~sac larvae, and 6 percent for anchovy post yolk-sac larvae.

Overall, the rear-draw and pumpless plankton sampling flumes used in 1979
appear to be effective collection systems for entrainment survival assessment.
Tre reduction of sampling stress achieved with these samplers was demonstrated
not only in the successful collection of reliable striped bass egg survival
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data (Section 4.3.2.3.1), but also in the generally higher survival of larvae

in discharge collections, as compared to previous years (Section 4. 3.,2.2.3).
Moreover, sensitive anchovy larvae were, for the first time, maintained through-
out the entire 96-hour latent effects observation period (Section 4.3.2.2.4).
With minor refinements to reduce differential gear effects on larval stages,
these flume systems should yield survival data superior to that obtained

with previous collection methods.

2.2 ENTRAINMENT ABUNDANCE

Abundance of ichthyoplankton in cooling water at the Indian Point Generating
Station was examined using a portable automated abundance sampling system
(AUTOSAM) at Station D1 from 2 May through 14 June. On one sampling date
each week, seven 2-hour composite samples were collected over a 14-hour
period. The midpoint of the fourth sample during each collection effort
corresponded to dusk.

Herrings, striped bass, and white perch dominated the collections, as in pre-
vious years, comprising U4, 18, and 17 percent, respectively, of the 3,523
ichthyoplankton collected (Section 5.3.1). An additional 8 percent of the
total were Morone that were not identifiable to species. The remaining 13
percent consisted of 12 other taxa and unidentifiable specimens (2.7 percent).

Post yolk-sac larvae (79 percent) were the most abundant life stage, followed
by yolk-sac larvae (12 percent), eggs (2 percent), and juveniles (1 percent).
The remaining 6 percent were unidentified organisms. The relatively high
incidence of post yoclk-sac larvae as compared to eggs and yolk-sac larvae
probably resulted from their more extensive movements throughout the water
column and, particularly for herrings and white perch, their higher relative
abundance in the Indian Point vicinity.

Seasonal abundance of striped bass indicated a short period of abundance (two
sampling dates) for striped bass eggs but longer entrainment seasons for lar-
vae (Section 5.3.2). Yolk-sac larvae were present on the last five collection
dates, however, abundance was clearly declining when sampling ceased. Post
yolk-sac larvae were caught only on the last four collection dates and the
peak in abundance occurred on the final date. An outage at Unit 2 precluded
further abundance sampling after 14 June.

White perch life stages were slightly more dispersed temporally than striped
bass. Eggs were present on four of the seven collection dates, yolk-sac
larvae on six, post yolk-sac larvae on five collection dates. Both larval
life stages were abundant when sampling terminated on 14 June, thus their
temporal distribution in power plant coolant flows cannot be completely
assessed from the 1979 sampling.

Post yolk-sac larvae were the only herring life stage caught in abundance.
Although some post yolk-sac larvae were caught on each sampling date,
abundance clearly peaked on 30 May and remained relatively high until
sampling ended on 14 June.

Diel patterns in abundance were not statistically significant for post yolk-
sac larvae of striped bass, white perch, or herrings or yolk-sac larvae of
striped bass (Section 5.3.3). Although statistical significance was lacking,
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all four groups appeared toc have bimodal diel distributions, with one peak
in abundance just prior to or at dusk and a second peak in either the sixth
or seventh collection period (i.e., 3 to 7 hours after dusk).




3. SITE DESCRIPTION

3.1 THE RIVER

The Indian Point Generating Station is located on the east bank of the Hud-
son River, between Peekskill and Haverstraw Bays, near the town of Buchanan,
New York. The plant is 69 river kilometers (43 mi) north of the Battery

in New York City (Figure 3-1).  In the vicinity of the Indian Point plant
the Hudson River has a surface width of approximately 1,524 m and a cross-
sectional area of approximately 14,865 m@. Within 60 m of the plant, river
depths range from about 3 to 12 m.

Flow rates in this section of the river are controlled predominately by
tides. Mean tidal flows are on the order of 3,964 m3/second (140,000 cfs)
and the freshwater flows range from 156 m3/second (5,500 efs) in August to
90% mS /second (32,000 c¢fs) in April (Con Edison 1977a, p. 2-1). Seasonal
trends in salinity vary primarily with freshwater flow. During the months
of March, April, and May when freshwater flow normally exceeds 566 m3/second
(20,000 cfs), the salt front (defined as 0.1 ppt salinity) generally remains
downriver of the Indian Point plant. However, during periods when lower
freshwater flows predominate (typically July through October (Con Edison
1977a, Table 2-2]), the salt front extends upriver into the Indian Point
area. At such times, salinity in the vicinity of the plant may fluctuate
rapidly as a function of tidal stage and height. Ambient river temperatures
typically range from 0 to 27.2 C throughout the year in the Indian Point
area (Con Edison 1977a, Table 2-3).

3.2 THE PLANT

The Indian Point Generating Station consists of three nuclear-fueled electric
generating units. Unit 1, owned by Con Edison, has not been operated for
commercial production since October 1974, although its circulating water

and service water pumps are operated occasionally. Unit 2, owned and
operated by Con Edison, has been in operation since 28 September 1973 and

has a net rated capacity of 873 MWe. Unit 3 is owned and operated by the
Power Authority of the State of New York and has been in operation since

30 August 1976. It has a net rated capacity of 965 MWe. All three units

use Hudson River water for once-through cooling.

Each unit has a separate shoreline intake structure for the withdrawal of
water from the Hudson River (Figure 3-2). The intake structure for Unit 1

has four rectangular openings that extend 8.0 m (26.2 ft) below mean low
water. The intake structures for Units 2 and 3 each have six intake openings
extending 8.2 m (26.9 ft) below mean low water. The intakes to Units 1 and

2 are equipped with fixed screens at the entrance to the intake bays and
vertical traveling screens located behind the fixed screens, whereas the
intake to Unit 3 has only vertical traveling screens at the entrance to the
intake bays. All screens are 9.5-mm bar mesh, with the exception of an
experimental fine mesh (2.5-mm) traveling screen located at the Unit 1 intake.

Circulating water pumps with rated capacities of 530 m3/minute (140,000 gpm)
are used to pump Hudson River water through the condenser cooling system of
each unit. Unit 1 has two circulating water pumps capable of pumping a total
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of 1,060 m3/minute (280,000 gpm), and two service water pumps with a combined
rated capacity of 144 mg/minute (38,000 gpm). Units 2 and 3 each have six
circulating water pumps that withdraw water from separate intake bays (Figure
3-2). The circulating water systems for Units 2 and 3 are designed to oper-
ate at either 100 or 60 percent flow. When the ambient water temperature is
above 4.4 C (spring through fall), the circulating pumps are operated so that

the maximum cooling water flow for each unit is 3,178 m3/minute (840,000 gpm).

During the winter, 40 percent of the cooling water is returned to the cir-
culating pumps without passing throu%h the condenser, reducing the maximum
intake flow for each unit to 1,908 m>/minute (504,000 gpm). Service water
for Units 2 and 3 is drawn through a separate intake forebay located at the
center of each intake stucture; the maximum total service water flow for
Units 2 and 3 is 114 m3/minute (30,000 gpm).

The cooling water and service water from all three units flow into a common
discharge canal. The combined discharge is returned to the Hudson River via
a discharge structure (Figure 3-3) located downstream of Unit 3. The dis-
charge structure consists of 12 ports submerged to a depth of 3.7 m (12 ft
from center of port to water surface) at mean low water.

Calculated transit times of cooling water traveling from intake to river out-

fall for Units 2 and 2, when both units are operating at full pumping capacity,

range from 8.5 to 9.7 minutes for Unit 2, and from 5.2 to 5.6 minutes for
Unit 3, depending upon the number of pumps operating at Unit 1 (Table 3-1).
The calculated transit time from the intake to the condensers is about 1.5
minutes, and the calculated transit time through the condensers is 0.14 min-
ute for both units. Thus, much of the total transit time through the cooling
water systems of Unit 2 and Unit 3 occurs in the discharge canal. Because
the discharge canal receives cooling water from all three units, transit
times through the canal depend on the total circulating water flow through
all units.

The temperature rise (delta-T) encountered by organisms passing through the
condenser cooling systems of the Indian Point plant depends on the cooling
water flow rates and level of power generation (Con Edison 1977a, Tables 1-13
and 1-14). At Unit 2, with six pumps operating at full flow and the unit at
100 percent capacity, the calculated condenser temperature rise ranges from
8.8 to 8.9 C, depending on river temperature. During full-capacity winter
operation, with Unit 2 circulating pumps operating at 60 percent flow capa-
city (i.e., 40 percent recirculation), the calculated condenser temperature
rise is approximately 14.7 C. At Unit 3, the calculated condenser tempera-
ture rise ranges from 9.5 to 9.7 C for 100 percent capacity with six pumps
operating at full flow; during winter operation, the calculated temperature
rise is approximately 16.1 C. The higher calculated delta-T at Unit 3 is due
to the higher rated capacity using the same volume of water.

During the 1979 sampling season (March through August), Unit 2 was in opera-
tion until 17 June, and Unit 3 was in operation throughout the sampling
season except from 20 to 26 March. Although Unit 1 is no longer operated
commercially, one circulating pump was operated during late June and early
July. Summaries of the total calculated water flow (service and cooling
water) through each unit during the 1979 sampling season are presented in
Tables 3-2 to 3-4.
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TABLE 3-1 AVERAGE CALCULATED TRANSIT TIMES FOR COOLING WATER DURING FULL
FLOW OPERATION OF INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION~--UNITS 1, 2
AND 3 OQPERATING INDIVIDUALLY AND SIMULTANEOQUSLY

Ind:ividual Operation (time in minubes)(a)

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3
Intake to Common
Discharge Ports 33.23 12.85 8.77

Simultaneous Operation of Units 2 and 3(b)
(Unit 1 not operating)

Unit 2 Intake to Common Discharge Ports
(time in minutes)

Circulating Pumps Circulating Pumps Operating at Unit 2

Operzting at Unit 3 3 4 5 6
3 17.7 4.4 12.3 10.8
y 16.8 13.7 1.7 10.3
5 16.2 13.2 11.3 10.0
6 15.6 12.8 11.0 9.7

Unit 3 Intake to Common Discharge Ports
{(time in minutes)

Circulating Pumps Circulating Pumps Operating at Unit 2

Operating at Unit 3 3 4 5 _5
3 9.6 8.3 7.4 6.
Uy 8.7 7.6 6.8 6.
5 8.0 7.1 6.4 5.
6 7.5 6.7 6.1 5.

(a) Source: NYU 1978, Table 1-1.
(b) Source: Personal Communication; Consolidated Edison Company of
New York, Inc., 10 January 1980,

Note: Calculated transit times are based on pumps operating at
100 percent flow (312 cfs); calculated transit time through
condenser: 0.14 minutes.
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TABLE 3-4 ESTIMATED CIRCULATING WATER FLOW (INCLUDING SERVICE WATER)
AT UNIT 3, INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION, DURING
ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL STUDIES MARCH - AUGUST 1979
(millions of gallons per day)

Month
Day MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG
1 641 655 1,246 1,199 1,253 1,253
2 641 655 1,246 1,044 1,253 1,258
3 641 588 1,246 1,044 1,253 1,250
4 641 760 1,246 1,044 1,253 1,246
5 641 9u8 1,246 1,0u4 1,253 1,246
6 641 1,217 1,246 1,047 1,253 1,246
7 641 1,253 1,246 1,044 1,253 1,246
8 641 1,253 1,246 1,159 1,253 1,246
9 641 1,253 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,130
10 641 1,253 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,239
1" 641 1,253 1,247 1,246 1,253 1,239
12 641 1,253 1,248 1,246 1,253 1,239
13 641 1,253 1,2U6 1,246 1,253 1,239
14 641 1,253 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,239
15 641 1,253 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,239
16 641 1,253 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,239
17 641 1,253 1,2U46 1,251 1,253 1,239
18 641 1,253 1,246 1,253 1,253 1,239
19 6u41 1,249 1,2u6 1,253 1,253 1,239
20 420 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,253 1,132
21 246 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,253 992
22 292 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,124 988
23 292 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,079 1,037
24 292 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,168 1,054
25 292 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,065 gu2
26 287 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,253 8uy
27 622 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,253 842
28 648 1,246 1,169 1,253 1,253 842
29 648 1,246 1,070 1,253 1,253 861
30 626 1,246 1,246 1,253 1,253 762
3 582 - 1,246 - 1,253 883

Source: Con Edison 1979.



4, ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL STUDIES

4,1 INTRODUCTION

The 1979 entrainment survival studies were designed to determine the survival
of ichthyoplankton that passed through the condenser cooling systems of the
Indian Point Generating Station, and represent a continuation of studies con-
ducted by Ecological Analysts in 1977 and 1978 (EA 1978a, 1979a). The 1979
studies consisted of two principal sampling efforts: (1) a late winter sam-
pling effort directed towards assessing the entrainment survival of Atlantic
tomcod (Microgadus tomcod), a winter spawning species; and (2) a spring-summer
sampling effort that focused on determining entrainment survival of striped
bass (Morone saxatilis), white perch (M. americana), herrings (Clupeidae), and
anchovies (Engraulidae), which utilize the Hudson River estuary as a spawning
and nursery area during spring and summer months.

Although pump/larval table collection systems were used for the 1977 and 1978
survival studies, as well as the late winter (Atlantic tomeod) study effort
in 1979, a new gear design was applied during the 1979 spring-summer sampling
effert to reduce sampling stress on more sensitive taxa and life stages.
These collection systems, referred to as the pumpless (discharge) and rear-
draw (intake) plankton sampling flumes, utilize head-induced flow to deliver
samples into raft-mounted flumes, thus eliminating the passage of organisms
through a sampling pump. Flotation of the samplers additionally permitted
closer access to the point of sample withdrawal, and facilitated sampling at
the discharge ports located along a steel bulkhead at the extreme end of the
discharge canal. The new, raft-mounted collection systems were not installed

during the late winter sampling effort in 1979 because of the hazards of ice
floes which are prevalent during this time of year.

The effects of entrainment on ichthyoplankton collected during the study
efforts were examined by comparing survival at discharge sampling stations
with survival at intake stations, which served as controls on the effects of
sampling and holding. Initial survival was determined from the number of
live and dead ichthyoplankton collected, and extended survival of live organ-
isms was monitored for 96 hours to evaluate latent effects of entrainment.

4,2 METHODS AND MATERIALS

4,2,1 Sampling Procedures

4,2.1.1 Atlantic Tomcod Entrainment Survival Study

4,2,1.1.1 Sampling Schedule and Station Locations

Entrainment survival sampling for Atlantic tomcod was conducted from 12 to 22
March 1979. Scheduling of sampling was coordinated with entrainment abun-
dance monitoring conducted by Ecological Analysts at the nearby Bowline Point
Generating Station (river mile 39), and was initiated upon notification of

the first occurrence of tomcod larvae. Entrainment survival sampling at the
Indian Point plant was then conducted on four consecutive nights per week over
the 2-week sampling period (a total of 8 sampling days). Sampling occurred
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between 1700 and 0200 hours to coincide with the diel period of peak abun-
dance of Atlantic tomcod larvae (EA 1979¢). Although this sampling effort
was originally anticipated to encompass a period during which both Unit 2
and Unit 3 were operational, an unscheduled maintenance shutdown of Unit 3
occurred on 20 March and the unit remained down through the completion of
sempling on 22 March. During this shutdown, Unit 3 did not generate power,
but two circulating pumps were operated (Table 4-1).

The pump/larval table collection systems used for Atlantic tomcod sampling
were initially positioned at two stations along the discharge canal (Stations
D3 and DP), and at the Unit 2 and Unit 3 intakes (Stations I2 and I3) which
served as controls (Figure 3-2 and Table 4-1). The Station D3 collection sys-
tem was located at the point where cooling water from Unit 3 enters the dis-
charge canal, and sampled only discharge water from Unit 3. The collection
system at Station DP was located near the end of the discharge canal, and
sampled a mixture of discharge water from all operating units. As a result
of the unscheduled maintenance shutdown of Unit 3, samples were not collected
at Station I3 or Station D3 from 20 to 22 March. To maximize discharge sam-
pling following this shutdown, the collection system at Station D3 was moved
approximately 50 m downstream to Station D2, located along that portion of
the discharge canal which receives cooling water from all operational units,

Each pump/larval table collection system was equipped with two pumps to simul-
taneously collect samples from two locations per station. At each discharge
station the 10 em (4 in.) diameter pump intake hoses were positioned approxi-
mately 2 m apart and sampled water from 1 to 5 m below the surface of the
discharge canal. The intake hoses at Stations D3 and DP were oriented hori-
zontally into the water flow, whereas at Station D2, the intake hoses were
perpendicular to the current. At intake Station 12, samples were collected

at middepth from intake bays 22 and 25, and at Station I3, samples were col-
lected at middepth from intake bays 33 and 35.

4.,2,1.1.2 Gear Description

The pump/larval table collection system used for Atlantic tomcod sampling con-
sisted of a modular two-screen collection flume (Figure 4-1), modified from

the design of McGroddy and Wyman (1977). Sample water was delivered to the
table by two 10 em (4 in.) diameter Homelite centrifugal pumps (two-vane open
impeller) capable of passing solids up to about 5 e¢m in diameter. The flow
rates and volumes of water pumped into each collection system were monitored
with inline Sparling "Masterflo" flowmeters. The total volume of water sampled
at each s§stem during the standard 15 minute sampling interval ranged from

7 to 24 m”.

Samples were collected and concentrated in the larval tables which are approxi-
mately 8.2 m long, 1.2 m wide, and 0.6 m deep (Figure 4-1). The front of each
table expanded from the two 10 cm (4 in.) hose openings to full table width,
thus reducing the velocity and turbulence of the pumped water. At the end of
the expansion section, two directional screens (505 Hm mesh) diverted organ-
isms, debris, and a small portion of the water into a collection box. A

valve (Q2 valve) controlled the flow of water through the collection box dur-
ing sampling and was also used to drain the collection box at the end of the
sampling interval. The remaining water exited through the overflcw weirs
behind the two directional screens. Valves located adjacent to the overflow
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TABLE 4-1 SUMMARY OF CIRCULATING PUMP OPERATION AND STATIONS SAMPLED
DURING THE LATE WINTER (ATLANTIC TOMCOD) ENTRAINMENT
SURVIVAL STUDY, INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION,
12-22 MARCH 1979

Number of

Circulating Pumps

Operati?g by
Unit(3d)

Sampling Date Sampling Station Unit 2 Unit 3
12 MAR I2, 13, D3, DP 6 5
13 MAR I2, 13, I3, DP 6 5
14 MAR 12, 13, D3, DP 6 5
15 MAR 12, 13, D3, DP 6 5
19 MAR 12, 13, D3, DP 6 5
20 MAR 12, D2, DP 6 2
21 MAR 12, D2, DP 6 2
22 MAR 12, D2, DP 6 2

(a) Circulating water pumps for Units 2 and 3 were run at 60 percent rated
capacity during late winter entrainment survival sampling; Unit 1 cir-
culating pumps were not operated.

Source: Con Edison 1979.
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weirs (Q1 valves) were used to drain the. table at the end of the sampling

interval. The time required to rinse and drain the collection systems
was approximately 25 minutes.

An ambient water injection system was used to reduce the exposure of organ-
isms <o elevated discharge temperatures during collection (Figure 4-1).

This system injects filtered ambient river water into the larval table below
the second false bottom at a rate of about 75 liters per minute, reducing
the delta-T in the collection system by approximately 35 to 50 percent at
the discharge stations. Limiting the thermal exposure during collection

was necessary because normal through-plant transit times are about 5 to 10
minutss as compared to a 40 minute exposure in the larval table (sampling
time plus table draining time). The ambient injection system was also used

at the intake stations to maintain comparable methods at intake (control)
and discharge (experimental) stations.

Specific information relative to the sampling gear and associated sampling
conditions at each station are presented in Appendix C, Tables C-1 and C-2.

4,2.1.1.3 Collection Procedures

Each sample taken with the pump/larval table during the Atlantic tomcod sam-
pling season was collected by pumping water through the system for 15 minutes.
Before sampling, the pumps were started and the table was filled with water.
The speed of the pumps was adJjusted to 1,800-2,000 rpm and maintained at this
speed throughout sample collection. A removable calibration net (505 um mesh)
inserted near the front of each table prevented contamination of the sample
with organisms that may have been collected during the start-up period. The
ambient injection system was also started prior to sampling.

Sampling was initiated simultaneously at intake and discharge stations by
removing the calibration net from each larval table. At the end of the 15-
minute sampling interval, the pumps at each station were turned off and the
table was drained. The ambient injection system remained on until the water
in the table reached the false bottom level. The table was continuously
rinsed with a gentle flow of filtered ambient temperature river water during
draining. After the sample was concentrated into the collection box, organ-
isms and detritus were drained through a 3 cm vinyl tube into a detachable
transportation container, and transferred to the onsite laboratory for sort-
ing. The larval tables were thoroughly rinsed between samples with a high
pressure spray wash to prevent contamination of subsequent samples by detri-
tus and/or organisms adhering to the sides of the table and screens.

4.2.1.2 Striped Bass, White Perch, Herring, and Anchovy Entrainment
Survival Study

4.2.1.2.1 Sampling Schedule and Station Locations

Entrainment survival sampling for striped bass, white perch, herrings, and
anchovies was conducted from 30 April through 14 August 1979, coincident
with the primary spawning and nursery seasons of these species. Samples
were collected on two consecutive nights each week (a total of 32 sampling
days) between 1800 and 0200 hours to coincide with the increased nocturnal
abundance of ichthyoplankton that has been observed in the Indian Point
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region (EA 1980a). Throughout the spring-summer entrainment survival study,
sampling was conducted at the outflow of a discharge port (Station DP) using
a pumpless planktcn sampling flume, and at the Unit 3 intake (Station I3)
using a rear-draw plankton sampling flume (Figure 3-2). During the sampling
period, Unit 3 operated continuously, Unit 2 operated only through 15 June,
and Unit 1 did not generate power but ran one circulating pump during late
June and early July (Table 4-2).

4,2.1.2.2 Gear Description

In contrast to the land-based pump/larval table collection systems used dur-
ing the 1979 Atlantic tomcod sampling effort (Section 4.2.1.1), and during
entrainment survival studies in 1977 and 1978 (EA 1978a, 197%9a), the pumpless
and rear-draw plankton sampling flumes were raft-mounted and utilized head-
induced flow rather than pumps for sample delivery. This design was developed
to reduce sampling stresses on more sensitive ichthyoplankton taxa and life
stages by eliminating potential mechanical and pressure effects associated
with pump collection. Internal aspects of the intake and discharge flumes
(e.g., length and width dimensions, orientation of the water inlet, flow
expansion panels, diversicn screens, ambient injection systems, and collec-

tion box) were designed in the same manner (Figure 4-2) to minimize the poten-
tial of differential gear effects on organism survival.

The pumpless plankton sampling flume (2.4 x 1.2 x 0.6 m) was positioned along
the outside (river) face of the discharge canal bulkhead adjacent to the
northernmost discharge port (Figure 4-3). The sampler was secured in a raft
support structure such that the bottom of the flume was maintained at the
river surface. Water and organisms exiting the discharge port entered a

15.2 em (6 in.) curved steel pipe, mounted near the center and flush with the
mouth of the port. The sample then passed, via a length of flexible hose,

to the inlet of the collection flume. Dynamic head created by the water flow
exiting the discharge port (about 10 fps) was sufficient to deliver sample
water to the collection flume from a depth of 3.7 m below the river surface
at mean low water. Upon entering the collection flume, the temperature of
the discharge sample was reduced approximately 2-3 C using an ambient injec-
tion system that supplied a fine spray of ambient river water along the sides
of the flow expansion panels, diversion screens, and collection box. By the
time the entire sample has been concentrated into the transportation container,
the sample temperature approaches ambient temperature because the ambient
injection system remains on throughout the draining of the flume and, there-
fore, flushes most of the discharge water from the transportation container.

Organisms and detritus filtered by the two vertical 505 um mesh screens were
diverted into the collection box. Water passage through the sampler, as well
as drainage and sample concentration, were achieved by gravity flow since the
water level in the flume was above the river surface. Filtered sample water
exited the collection system through a Q2 valve located beneath the collec-
tion box and through Q1 ocutlets located behind the vertical screens. Flexible
hoses, attached to the Q1 outlets, could be raised or lowered to increase or
reduce water flow through the system. Volume of sampled water was measured
with a Signet inline flowmeter attached to the flume inlet. Volume filtered
during each sample ranged from 3.7 to 19.8 m°, and varied according to head
differences between the water level in the discharge canal and river as
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TABLE 4-2 SUMMARY OF CIRCULATING PUMP OPERATION DURING THE
SPRING-SUMMER (STRIPED BASS, WHITE PERCH,
HERRING, AND BAY ANCHOVY) ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL
STUDY, INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION,
30 APRIL - 14 AUGUST 1979

Number of Circulating Pumps
Operating by Unit(2

Sampling Date Unit 1 Unit 2

30

-
O 003 =W

(a)

Source:

APR

MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY

JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN

JUL
JUL
JUL
JUL
JUL
JUL
JUL
JuL
JUL
JUL
JUL
JUL
JUL

0 6

00000000000 O

OO0 OO ROV OV DA ANNNDONON O

TN e e NeNeNe ]

(0001-2038 hours)
(2038-2400 hours)

OO0 OO0 O0OO0O0 0O — — —
DO O0OO0OO0ODOOOOOO

Unit 3

o

6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5
6
5
6
6

Circulating water pumps were run at full capacity during spring-summer
entrainment survival sampling.

Con Edison 1979.
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RN D

Figure 4-3. Basic configuration of the pumpless plankton sampling flume system
used at the discharge port (Station DP) during the spring-summer
entrainment survival study, Indian Point Generating Station, 1979.



affected by tide and plant operation. The time required to drain the sampler
ranged from 12 to 15 minutes.

The rear-draw plankton sampling flume (Figure 4-4), which measured 2.4 x 1.2

x 1.2 m, was mounted on a raft in front of the Unit 3 intake structure. The
design of the flume and collection box components of this sampler were consis-
tent with those of the pumpless plankton sampling flume, and sample delivery
was similarly implemented by head-induced flow. However, because the water
velocities at this station (approximately 1.0 fps) were insufficient to supply
an adequate sample flow to the collection device, a head differential was
created by submersing the bottom of the flume about 0.6 m below the river sur-
face and pumping water from behind the angled 505 Mm mesh diversion screens
using a 10 em (4 in.) Homelite pump. Water was also withdrawn through a Q2
valve beneath the collection box using a 1 hp Goulds pump which recirculated
water to the ambient injection system. Sample water entered the collection
flume through a length of 15.2 em (6 in.) diameter flexible hose attached to
the flume inlet. The mouth of the hose, which faced into the intake flow,

was initially suspended at a depth of 2 m (30 April to 11 May), but was subse-
quently adjusted to a depth of 3.7 m for the remainder of the sampling period
(15 May to 14 August) to match the depth of withdrawal at the discharge sta-
tion. Volume sampled was measured with an inline Sparling "Masterflo" flow-
meter attached to the Homelite pump, and ranged from 8.4 to 17.9 m3 per sample.
Gravity-induced drainage was achieved by raising the collection flume above
the river surface with a hoist attached to a frame on the raft, and allowing
water to pass out of the collection system through Q1 outlets located behind
the diversion screens. Drain time ranged from 8 to 10 minutes per sample.

Specific information relative to sampling gear and associated sampling condi-
tions at each station are presented in Appendix C, Table C-3.

4,2.1,2.3 Collection Procedures

Each sample collected with the pumpless or rear-draw plankton sampling flumes
was taken by allowing water to flow through the gear for 15 minutes. Prior

to sampling, the ambient injection systems were activated to fill the collec-
tion flumes with water, and the Homelite pump was started at the rear-draw
sampler (Station I3). Sampling was initiated simultanecusly at the intake

and discharge stations by removing the plugs from the flume inlets. The pump-

ing rate at the intake station was adjusted, if necessary, to conform with
the sampling flow at the discharge station.

At the end of the sampling interval, plugs were placed in the flume inlets
and the Homelite pump was turned off at the rear-draw sampler. To facilitate
draining, the Q1 noses on the pumpless (discharge) flume were lowered their
full extent. The rear-draw (intake) flume was raised and the plugs were
removed from the 21 outlets. The ambient injection systems remained on until
the samplers were nearly drained to rinse the contact surfaces of the flow
expansion panels, divergence screens, and collection boxes. Rinsing of the
interior of the samplers was also supplemented with a gentle flow of filtered
ambient river water from a garden hose. Once the samples were concentrated
in the collection boxes, the Q2 valves were closed, and the Q2 pump at the
rear-draw sampler (Figure 4Y4-4) was turned off. Organisms and detritus were
then drained through 3 cm tubes at the bottom of the collection boxes into
detachable transportation containers, and the samples were transferred to
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the onsite laboratory for sorting. The flumes and collection boxes were
thoroughly rinsed between samples with a high pressure spray wash to prevent
contamination of subsequent samples from detritus and/or organisms adhering
to the surface of the sampler.

4.2.1.3 Water Quality Measurements

Measurements of wzter temperature, conductivity, dissolved oxygen, and pH
were taken during each sampling effort for both the late winter and spring-
summer entrainment survival studies. Water temperature was recorded at each
station during each sample collection. Conductivity, dissolved oxygen, and
pH were measured at one of the intake stations only during the first, middle,
- and last collecticns on each sampling night. Water quality data collected

at the intake stations during the late winter and spring-summer entrainment
survival studies are presented in Tables 4-3 and 4-U4, respectively.

4,2.2 Sample Processing

4.2.2.1 Sorting Procedures

Live and dead ichthyoplankton were sorted from the transportation containers

immediately after sample collection and were processed as indicated in Figure
4-5. TIchthyoplankton were classified as live, stunned, or dead according to

the following criteria:

Live: Fish -- swimming vigorously, no apparent orientation
difficulty.
Eggs -- translucent, chorion complete, not cloudy in any

internal portion.

Stunned: Fish only -- swimming abnormally, struggling, swimming on side
or upside down; or nonmotile except when gently
probed.

Dezd: Fish -- no vital life signs, no body or opercular movement,

no response to gentle probing.

Eggs -- opaque, chorion ruptured or cloudy in any internal
portion.

Dead eggs and larvae were removed from the sample and preserved in 5 percent
buffered formalin. Using a large bore pipette, live and stunned larvae were
carefully transferred from the sorting trays to 1 liter jars of filtered
amtient river water. A maximum of five specimens were placed in each hold-
ing jar. Young larvae were separated from the older larvae and juveniles to
recduce the possibility of cannabalism. The holding jars were aerated and
maintained in an ambient water bath for 96 hours after collection. Live
eggs were carefully transferred from the sorting trays to egg holding cups
with an inverted, dropping pipette. Holding cups were constructed of 10 em
diameter PVC pipe, 10 cm high, with a fine mesh screen bottom to permit
amtient water circulation. Residual detritus and invertebrates from all the
samples were preserved in 10 percent buffered formalin. Preserved specimens
were transported to Ecological Analysts' Central Laboratory in Middletown,

4_12




TABLE 4-3 AVERAGE TEMPERATURE, DISSOLVED OXYGEN, pH, AND CONDUCTIVITY
RECORDED AT THE INTAKE STATIONS DURING THE LATE WINTER
(ATLANTIC TOMCOD) ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL STUDY, INDIAN POINT
GENERATING STATION, 12-22 MARCH 1979

Temp DO Cond
_Date ) (ppm) (umho) pH_
12 MAR 3.2 16.3 47 7.8
13 MAR 3.2 15.3 4o T.7
14 MAR 2.2 14,6 4o 7.8
15 MAR 1.6 15.7 30 8.0
19 MAR 3.8 14.2 55 7.9
20 MAR 4.3 13.0 67 8.1
21 MAR 4.6 12.4 67 8.1

22 MAR 4.7 13.4 67 8.1



TABLE 4-4 AVERAGE TEMPERATURE, DISSOLVED OXYGEN, PH, AND CONDUCTIVITY
RECORDED AT STATION I3 DURING THE SPRING-SUMMER (STRIPED
BASS, WHITE PERCH, HERRING, AND BAY ANCHOVY) ENTRAINMENT
SURVIVAL STUDY, INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION,
30 APRIL - 14 AUGUST 1979

Temp DO Cond
Date 49) ( ppm) (Umho) pH
30 APR 1.7 7.8 100 8.3
3 MAY 12.9 8.6 100 8.2
4 MAY 12.8 9.8 130 7.8
7 MAY 14.8 8.0 175 7.9
8 MAY 14.2 8.2 160 7.6
10 MAY 16.7 7.3 340 8.0
11 MAY 17.3 7.9 890 7.7
15 MAY 16.8 12.2 188 7.6
17 MAY 18.0 8.7 123 7.5
24 MAY 20.1 -- - --
25 MAY 17.3 g.2 160 7.5
31 MAY 18.5 7.3 395 7.8
1 JUN 19.0 8.2 345 7.7
7 JUN 20.8 8.5 1,106 7.7
8 JUN 20.9 8.7 1,467 7.5
14 JUN 20.8 12.7 514 7.6
15 JUN 21.5 11.2 349 7.4
18 JUN 23.2 9.5 311 7.3
19 JUN 22.7 8.8 254 7.4
25 JUN 22.0 8.0 250 7.3
26 JUN 22.1 8.6 540 7.1
5 JUL 22.6 10.1 2,110 7.6
6 JUL 22.7 7.5 2,898 7.8
9 JUL 22.6 7.2 3,510 7.8
10 JUL 22.7 7.2 2,931 7.9
16 JUL 24,7 6.5 4,270 7.6
17 JUL 25.2 6.4 3,892 7.6
23 JUL 25.7 6.4 3,133 7.4
24 JUL 26,2 6.5 3,443 7.4
30 JUL 27.3 6.4 3,640 7.5
31 JUL 27.4 6.3 4,137 7.5
7 AUG 28.2 6.2 5,110 7.3
8 AUG 27.3 6.1 4,125 7.3
13 AUG 25.9 7.0 4107 7.5
14 AUG 26.2 6.5 4 676 7.5

Note: Dashes (--) indicate data were not available.




*SUONEUIULIDIBP JRAIAINS UO{UR)dOAYIYI) S0} LIBYD MOJJ-HIOM G- ainbiy

oap)

ugjewtio 4G

#934D 519943

yum
paniasasg

uaiey 14-96

sbbg pesg 10
payoleH pue

aense| peaQ
anly
ZLpURBY bT T OE
$193YD) $19333 1uae]
sanjoe buipjoy ujjewiio %01
01 s663 aan YIM jenpisay ejdwiesg
10 yst4 pauumsg paliog 9:38& Y
pue aai Jajsues )
ilh 1105 U0 %29y
pauvumsg
pue peaq
9l

peaq pue ‘pavunig ‘ear
1403 jeIuy

mcc_.uu:oo cEEumu

Buissagolg ppatd

jonuo) Anjenp
Sundweg aaueydanay

uoyedruap]
aBeirg-aj1 pue sa1vadg

sisAjeuy Jo3
Aouaroyyg Gunsog

buissasoayg Aiojesoqe) jenua)



New York, for identification and classification according to taxon and life

stage. The total length of each specimen was determined to the nearest
millimeter.

4,2,2.2 Extended Survival Observation Procedures

The survival of live and stunned ichthyoplankton larvae was monitored for

96 hours after collection (Figure 4-5). Interim survival assessments (latent
effects checks) were made 3, 6, 12, 24, 48, and 72 hours after collection.

At each check, dead larvae were removed from the holding containers and pre-
served in vials containing 5 percent buffered formalin. All larvae remain-
ing alive at the 96-hour check were enumerated and preserved. Live eggs
collected during spring-summer survival sampling were monitored for up to

95 hours after collection to determine hatching success. Dead eggs and eggs
that hatched were removed at each observation period and preserved for later
identification.

4.2.2.3 Quality Assurance and Control

Quality assurance and control procedures were employed throughout the sam-
pling effort to ensure the accuracy of the data. Quality control procedures
established at the onsite laboratory consisted of: (1) sorting efficiency
checks conducted immediately after the initial sort and, when eggs were
present, an additional check to determine whether all eggs had been removed;
(2) a color-coded labeling system for holding containers and vials; and (3)
records of the number of live and dead fish, or hatched eggs, observed at
each extended survival observation.

In addition, periodic inspections of the field sampling program were con-
ducted by Ecological Analysts Documentation Control Office to ensure strict
adherence to standard operating procedures. Quality control procedures estab-
lished at the Central Laboratory included resorting of randomly selected pre-
served samples to document the sorting efficiency at the onsite laboratory,
and the application of statistical quality control procedures (Duncan 1974)

to ensure the precision of ichthyoplankton identification.

4,2,3 Analytical Procedures

4,2.3.1 Survival Proportions

4.2,3.1.1 Egg Survival

The proportion of eggs that survived was determined on the basis of hatching
success within 96 hours after collection, as shown in the equation below:

No. of eggs which hatched within 96 hours

Pt or Pp =
I D Total no. of eggs collected

where

proportion surviving at the intske station
proportion surviving at the discharge station.

javilia)
o
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This method, which takes into account both initial and latent effects, was
used because of the difficulty of wvisually determining live versus dead con-

dition for the egg stage. The standard error of the survival proportion was
calculated as:

Standard error = I/ P (;-P)

where
P = proportion of eggs surviving
n = total number of eggs collected.

To determine if differences in survival proportions between the intake
(control) and discharge stations were statistically significant (& = 0.05),
the Fisher's exact test was used (Sokal and Rohlf 1969).

4,2,3.1.2 Initial Survival of Larvae and Juveniles
Initial survival proportions for larval and juvenile life stages collected
at intake and discharge stations were calculated as the ratio of fish found
alive or stunned immediately following collection to the total number of
fish collected, as shown in the following equation:

No. of alive and stunned fish

Py or Pp =
Total no. of fish collected
where
PI = proportion surviving at the intake station

proportion surviving at the discharge station.

Pp

Stunned fish were grouped with live fish in the analysis to avoid potential
bias associated with the subjective stunned categorization. The standard

error of the survival proportion was calculated in the same manner as
described for eggs (Section 4.2.3.1.1).

Differences 1in survival proportions between intake (control) and discharge
stations were tested with either Fisher's exact test or multidimensional
contingency tables (Sokal and Rohlf 1969), depending upon the number of fac-
tors involved in a particular comparison. The probability of a Type I error
(a0 level) was maintained at 0.05 throughout all comparisons.

Initial survival proportions for ichthyoplankton collected at the intake sta-
tions were pooled by life stage and species for all collections. Discharge
survival proportions were based on data for specific discharge temperature
categories. Temperature categories for Atlantic tomcod were: (1) <15.9 C,
(2) from 16.0 to 17.9 C, (3) from 18.0 to 19.9 C, and (4) from 20.0 to 21.9 C.
Temperature categories for striped bass, white perch, herrings (clupeids),

and anchovies (engraulids) were: (1) <30.0 C, (2) from 30.0 to 32.9 C, and
(3) »33.0 C.
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4.2.3.1.3 Extended Survival of Larvae and Juveniles

Extended survival of larval and juvenile life stages collected at intake and
discharge stations was compared to determine if mortality caused by potential
latent effects from entrainment was manifested beyond the initial survival
observation. For these comparisons, survival at each extended survival obser-
vation was calculated as a proportion of the initial number of live and stunned
fish (i.e., normalized survival), as follows:

Py, or Pp. = No. of fish alive or stunned at time i
: 1 Total no. of fish initially alive or stunned

where

PI~ = normalized survival proportion at time i for fish collected
1 at the intake

normalized survival proportion at time i for fish collected
at the discharge.

0
o
1]

i

The standard error of the normalized survival proportions was calculated
according to the following equation:
/ P: (1-P;
Standard error = l/ _l_(___l_)
n

where

P.

i normalized survival proportion at time i
n

total number of initially alive or stunned fish.

Fisher's exact test (Sokal and Rohlf 1969) was used to determine if dif-
ferences between tne intake and discharge normalized extended survival
proportions were significant (@ = 0.05) at each latent effects observation
period. Because of the multiple tests and subsequent increased probability
of @ error on an experiment-wide basis, the only cases considered to be
biologically significant were those where survival proportions were signifi-
cantly different ir the same direction for three consecutive latent effects
observation periods.

4.2.3.2 Entrainment Survival Estimates

Entrainment survival estimates for eggs were determined by comparing propor-
tions which hatched within 96 hours for intake and discharge samples. For
larval and juvenile life stages, entrainment survival estimates were based
on the initial survival proportions for the intake and discharge stations.
Survival at the discharge stations is the product of the conditional proba-
bilities of surviving entrainment and sampling. Assuming there is no inter-
action between the two stresses:

PD:PSXPG




where

Pp = probability of surviving at the discharge
PS = probability of surviving sampling
P, = probability of surviving entrainment.

The intake survival proportion (Py) was used as an estimate of Pj, and

s’
entrainment survival was quantified using the equation:

Se(%#) = Pg x 100 = ;2 x 100
I

where

Se = entrainment survival.

The value Se thus represents the percentage of organisms that survive passage
through the plant cooling water system. Entrainment survival estimates were
calculated only when the total number of a particular species and life stage
were collected per station or temperature category was 10 or greater.

4.3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

4,3,1 Atlantic Tomecod Entrainment Survival Study

During the late winter Atlantic tomcod entrainment survival study (12 to 22
March 1979), Unit 2 of the Indian Point plant operated continuously, whereas
an unscheduled maintenance shutdown of Unit 3 occurred on 20 March and
extended through the remainder of the study period. Although Unit 3 did not
generate power during this shutdown, two circulating water pumps were main-
tained in operation. Pump/larval table collection systems were used to sam-
ple at intake Stations I2 and I3, and discharge Stations D3 and DP during the
period when Units 2 and 3 operated simultaneously (12 to 19 March). After
the Unit 3 outage (20 to 22 March), sampling at Stations I3 and D3 (specific
to Unit 3), was discontinued, and the D3 collection system was relocated to
a site (Station D2) along the common discharge canal which receives cooling
water from all operational units,

Survival of Atlantic tomcod collected during the Z2-week study period was
analyzed to determine possible effects of plant operation (i.e., one-unit
versus two-unit generation), sampling station, and discharge temperature.
Data were examined with respect to four discharge temperature categories,
<16.0 C, 16.0 to 17.9 C, 18.0 to 19.9 C, and >20.0 C. These categories were
chosen to evaluate survival at temperatures for which no thermal mortality
would be expected (<16.0 C), for which mortality would be expected (>20.0 C)
(EA 1978b), and at two intermediate temperature ranges.

As a result of the cold ambient water temperatures which prevail during the
Atlantic tomcod spawning and nursery period, the early development of this
species is slower than that of other Hudson River species that spawn during
the spring and summer. Because of the extended developmental process, life
stage ldentification, particularly among tomeod larvae, is sometimes problem-
atic due to the occurrence of overlapping life stage characteristics and the
similarity in size between yolk~sac and post yolk-sac larvae. In cases where
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specific life stage determination was not certain based on morphological
characteristies, life stage was assigned according to the procedures described
in Appendix E. Analyses presented throughout this section were conducted on
all tomcod larvae, including those for which life stage was assigned.

4.3.1.1 Collection of Atlantic Tomcod for Survival Determinations

Only larval stagss of Atlantic tomcod were collected during the late winter
study effort. Yolk-sac larvae were collected throughout the 2-week study
period, at average daily intake temperatures (which are representative of
ambient conditions) ranging from 2 to 5 C (Figure 4-6). Post yolk-sac lar-
vae occurred primarily during the second week of sampling when average daily
intake temperatures varied from 4 to 5 C. Because the Atlantic tomecod is

the only fish species that spawns in the Hudson River during winter, ichthyo-~
plankton of other fish taxa were not collected.

Average daily discharge temperatures ranged from 15 to 19 C during the

2-week study period (Figure 4-6). However, discharge temperatures were higher
during the period 12 to 19 March (18 to 19 C), when both Unit 2 and Unit 3
were operational, than during 20 to 22 March (15 to 16 C) when only Unit 2
was operational but two of the Unit 3 circulating pumps were discharging
unheated water. The majority of Atlantic tomcod yolk-sac larvae (68 percent)
were collected during the period of two-unit operation, whereas the majority
of post yolk-sac larvae (65 percent) were collected after the shutdown of
Unit 3. All Atlantic tomeod larvae sampled during the study period were

of similar size, ranging from approximately 6 to 8 mm in length (Appendix
Table D=-1).

4.3.1.2 Survival Proportions

4,3.1.2.1 1Initial Survival

Initial survival proportions for Atlantic tomecod larvae collected at intake
stations throughout the study period ranged from 0.596 to 0.679 for yolk-sac
larvae, and from 0.429 to 0.647 for post yolk-sac larvae (Table 4-5). For
both life stages, initial survival at discharge stations was lower when

Units 2 and 3 were both operating (12 to 19 March), than after the Unit 3
outage (20 to 22 March) when only Unit 2 was generating but two Unit 3 cir-
culating pumps were discharging unheated water. During simultaneous opera-
tion of Units 2 and 3, initial survival proportions for discharge collections
ranged from 0.135 to 0.277 for yolk-sac larvae, and from 0.167 to 0.250 for
post yolk-sac larvae. Following the Unit 3 outage, however, initial survival
at discharge stations ranged from 0.421 to 0.424 for yolk-sac larvae, and
from 0.312 to 0.333 for post yolk-sac larvae. Initial survival proportions
fcr yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae were not significantly different
(Fisher's exact test, a = 0.05) between intake Stations I2 versus I3, or
between discharge Stations D3 versus DP when both units were operating (Table
4-5). Similarly, no significant differences (a = 0.05) were found between
initial survival proportions for either yolk-sac or post yolk-sac larvae
collected at discharge Stations D2 versus DP after the Unit 3 outage. The
similarity in survival proportions thus permitted pooling of data across
stations to increase the power for detecting differences in survival among
life stages and operating conditions.
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Figure 4-6. Temporal distribution and thermal exposure of Atiantic tomcod collected
at the discharge port station (DP) during the late winter entrainment
survival study, Indian Point Generating Station, 12—22 March 1979.
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To determine the effects of unit operation (i.e., one- or two-unit generation)
and life stage on initial survival proportions for Atlantic tomcod collected
at intake and discharge stations, a three-way contingency analysis was used
(Sokal and Rohlf 1969). For the intake stations, this analysis demonstrated
that initial survival was independent of unit operation and life stage
(Table 4-6), thus indicating that data from intake stations could validly be
combined across life stages and plant operating conditions to produce a sin-
gle estimate of intake survival. The three-way contingency analysis for the
intake collections also demonstrated a significant (¢ = 0.05) relationship
between unit operation and life stage caused by the non-random occurrence

of yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae over the sampling period; i.e., under
both operating conditions, yolk-sac larvae were more abundant in collections
than post yolk-sac larvae. This relationship was primarily responsible for
the significant lack of independence (0 = 0,05) reflected in the combined
test results (Table 4-6).

Based on the three-way contingency analysis, initial survival of Atlantic
tomcod larvae collected at the discharge stations was also independent of
life stage, and a relationship between unit operation and life stage was
again demonstrated (Table 4-~6). However, for the discharge stations, a sig-
nificant lack of independence (& = 0,05) was observed between initial survi-
val and unit operation indicating that plant operation affected survival.
The most obvious factor that could cause a difference in survival under

the two operating conditions was discharge temperature; since maximum teme
peratures at the discharge stations were 3 to 4 C cooler during single unit
generation (Table 4-5).

To examine the effect of temperature on the survival of Atlantic tomcod, life
stages were pooled (since life stage and survival were found to be independent)
and data collected during both one- and two-unit generation were separated
into the four discharge temperature categories (<16.0 C, 16.0 to 17.9 C,
18.0 to 19.9 C, and 220.0 C). Resultant survival proportions determined for
these categories indicated that initial survival decreased progressively as
discharge temperatures increased (Table 4-7). The highest discharge station
survival proportion for yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae combined (0.398)
oceurred at temperatures <16.0 C, whereas the lowest survival proportion
(0.071) occurred at temperatures >20.0 C. Survival proportions at the two
intermediate discharge temperature ranges, 16.0 to 17.9 C and 18.0 to 19.9 C,
were 0.323 and 0.183, respectively. For all discharge collection tempera-
tures (12.0 to 21.0 C), the overall initial survival proportion was 0.283.

In contrast, the overall initial survival proportion for Atlantic tomcod
larvae collected at all intake collection temperatures (1.0 to 5.7 C) was
0.624, as determined from data pooled over sampling station, life stage,

and plant operating condition.

4,3,1.2.2 Extended Survival

Mortality of Atlantic tomcod during extended survival observations occurred
almost entirely within the first 12 hours for yolk-sac larvae and within the
first 6 hours for post yolk-sac larvae (Table U-8; Figure 4-7). This trend
was observed for intake as well as discharge collections during periods of
both one- and two-unit generation. The difference in normalized extended sur-
vival between life stages at intake stations was statistically significant
(Fisher's exact test, @ = 0.05) (Table 4-9). As a result of this difference,
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TABLE 4-6 RESULTS OF THREE-WAY CONTINGENCY ANALYSIS FOR INDEPENDENCE
AMONG PLANT OPERATING CONDITION (O), LIFE STAGE (L), AND
INITIAL SURVIVAL (S) FOR ATLANTIC TOMCOD LARVAE COLLECTED
AT INTAKE AND DISCHARGE STATIONS DURING THE LATE WINTER
ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL STUDY, INDIAN POINT GENERATING
STATION, 12-22 MARCH 1979

Intake Stations Discharge Stations
. Degrees of Degrees of
Hypothesis Tested Freedom g(a) Freedom c(2)
0 x L independence 1 22.148(0) 1 23.34(b)
0 x S independence 1 0.02 ] 9.6M(b)
L x S independence 1 0.28 1 0.06
Ox L x S interaction 1 0.80 1 1.44
0 x L x S independence 4 23.58(b) y 3&.48(b)

(a) Test statistic; critical value is equal to X2 value with appropriate
degrees of freedom and o level.
(b) Significant at a = 0.05.

Note: Plant operating condition denotes either one unit generation (when
only Unit 2 was generating power but two Unit 3 circulating pumps
were discharging unheated water), or two unit generation (when
Unit 2 and Unit 3 operated simultaneously).




. TABLE 4-7 INITIAL SURVIVAL PROPORTIONS FOR ATLANTIC TOMCOD LARVAE
COLLECTED AT DISCHARGE STATIONS(2) OVER FOUR DISCHARGE
TEMPERATURE RANGES DURING THE LATE WINTER ENTRAINMENT
SURVIVAL STUDY, INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION,
12-22 MARCH 1979

Discharge Initial
Temperature Number Survival Standard
Range (C) Collected Proportion Error
16.0"17.9 31 00323 0.08
20 -0"'21 09 25 00071 0005
12.0-21.9 212 0.283

(a) Survival proportions pooled for stations (D2, D3, and DP), life stage

(yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae), and operating condition (one-
and two-unit generation).
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Figure 4-7. Normalized extended survival of Atiantic tomcod yolk-sac and post

yolk-sac larvae collected during the late winter entrainment
survival study, Indian Point Generating Station, 12—22 March 1979.
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extended survival comparisons between intake and discharge stations were
performed separately for each life stage. For yolk-sac larvae, there was

no detectable difference in extended survival at discharge stations for the
two operating conditions, i.e., one- or two-unit generation, and only one
significant difference between intake samples and pooled discharge samples
(Table 4-9). For post yolk-sac larvae, sample size was too small to test

for differences in survival at discharge stations between operating condi-
tions (Table 4-8), but pooled discharge survival for both operating condi-
tions combined was not significantly different (@ = 0.05) from that of intake
stations (Table 4-9). Although differences were not significant, extended
survival at discharge stations was lower for yolk-sac larvae during simulta-
neous operation of Units 2 and 3, similar to the effects seen in initial
survival. Only four post yolk-sac larvae were initially alive in discharge
collections during two-unit operation, thus precluding meaningful comparisons.

Although extended survival differed for yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae,
no consistent increase in mortality was observed in discharge collections
over that of control (intake) collections. Consequently, the effects of
entrainment could be estimated from initial survival data.

4.,3,1.3 Entrainment Survival Estimates

As with initial survival proportions, variations in entrainment survival of
Atlantic tomecod larvae collected during different plant operating modes were
associated with discharge temperature. The highest entrainment survival esti-
mate, 61 percent, was determined for larvae collected after the Unit 3 outage
(20 to 22 March) when average discharge temperatures were lowest (Table 4-10);
during this period, discharge temperatures from Unit 2 were moderated by
unkeated flow from two circulating pumps at Unit 3. In contrast, lowest
entrainment survival (33 percent) occurred during the simultaneous operation
of Unit 2 and Unit 3 (12 to 19 March) when discharge temperatures were 3 to

4 C warmer.

During the study period, the effect of supplemental, unheated flow on the
entrainment survival of Atlantic tomecod was observed for different operating
conditions involving a single unit. Collections taken at the Unit 3 intake
and discharge (Stations I3 and D3, respectively) permitted estimation of
encrainment survival for Unit 3 alone during the period of two-unit genera-
tion. This estimate, 48 percent (Table 4-10), reflects survival during a
period when all circulating pumps were discharging heated water, and the
plant was operated at the 60 percent flow regime characteristic of winter
operation. By comparison, entrainment survival was 13 percent higher (i.e.,
61 percent) when only Unit 2 was generating power, but unheated flow was
provided from two circulating pumps at Unit 3.

Entrainment survival estimates for Atlantic tomcod larvae collected at various
discharge temperature categories similarly decreased with increasing tempera-
ture (Table 4-11). Highest survival (64 percent) was encountered at discharge
temperatures <16 C (Table 4-~11). Survival decreased successively at progres-
sively higher temperature increments, with lowest survival (11 percent)
occurring at temperatures >20 C, the highest discharge temperature category.
Ertrainment survival over all plant operating conditions and discharge tem-
peratures was 45.4 percent (Tables 4-10 and 4-11).

4-29
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TABLE L4-11 ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL ESTIMATES FOR ATLANTIC TOMCOD LARVAE
COLLECTED AT FOUR DISCHARGE TEMPERATURE RANGES DURING THE
LATE WINTER ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL STUDY, INDIAN POINT
GENERATING STATION, 12-22 MARCH 1979

Discharge Discharge Entrainment
Temperature Survival Survival
Range (C) Proportion se(%)(d)
12.0-1509 00398 63-8%
16.0-17.9 0.323 51.8%
18.0~19.9 0.183 29.3%
20.0-21.9 0.071 11.4%
12.0-21.9 | 0.283 45,u%

(a) Based on an intake station initial survival proportion of 0.624
(266 organisms), as determined by pooling data over sampling station,
life stage, and plant operating condition.



Based on the relationship between entrainment survival and discharge tempera-
ture, it is likely that the survival of Atlantic tomcod entrained through the
Indian Point plant could be increased by manipulating plant flows to reduce
the condenser temperature rise. Thus, although maintenance of full flow
conditions during winter cperation may draw more larvae through the plant,

the increased entrainment survival resulting from lower discharge temperatures
could affect a net reduction in mortality. It should be emphasized, however,
that the survival estimates presented were based on a relatively short sampling
period during which all larvae collected were distributed within a relatively
narrow size range (6.0 to 8.9 mm in length). Consideration of plant operating
conditions which would optimize survival would require the evaluation of data
for the entire Atlantic tomcod entrainment period to adequately assess the
effects of seasonal changes in larval size, abundance, thermal tolerance,

and discharge temperature conditions.

4.3.2 Striped Bass, White Perch, Herring, and Anchovy Entrainment
Survival Study

During the spring-summer entrainment survival study (30 April to 14 August
1979), which examined the survival of early life stages of striped bass,
white perch, herrings (Clupeidae), and anchovies (Engraulidae) entrained
through the Indian Point plant, Unit 3 operated continuously, whereas Unit 2
operated only through 15 June. A scheduled maintenance shutdown of Unit 2
occurred after 15 June. Unit 1 did not generate power but one circulating
pump for this unit was run from 18 June through 9 July. Throughout the study
period sampling wes conducted at the outflow of a discharge port (Station DP)
using a pumpless plankton sampling flume, and at the Unit 3 intake (Station
I3) using a rear-draw plankton sampling flume. These collection systems,
which were raft-mcunted and utilized head-induced flow rather than pumps for
sample delivery (Section 4.2.1.2.2), were specifically designed to minimize
sampling stress on more sensitive taxa and life stages.

Survival of ichthyoplankton collected in entrainment samples during the
spring-summer study period was analyzed with respect to plant operating condi-
tion (i.e., one-unit versus two-unit generation), sampling station, and dis-
charge temperature. The three discharge temperature categories for which sur-
vival was determined were <30.0 C; 30.0 to 32.9 C, and >33.0 C. These temper-
ature categories were selected on the basis of laboratory and field thermal
tolerance studies (EA 1978b, 1978c), and are consistent with temperature cate-
gories examined during entrainment survival studies at the Indian Point plant
during 1977 and 1978 using pump/larval table collection systems (EA 1978a,
1979a).

4.3.2.1 Collection of Ichthyoplankton for Survival Determination

The most abundant ichthyoplankton taxon collected at the Indian Point plant
during the 1979 spring-summer entrainment survival study was the anchovy
family (Engraulidae), followed by (in order of decreasing abundance), striped
bass, herrings (Clupeidae), and white perch (Table 4-12). These four taxa
comprised 94 percent of the ichthyoplankton collected, compared with 96 per-

cent and 91 percent, respectively, in entrainment survival samples collected
during 1977 and 1978 (EA 1978a, 1979a).
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The majority of ichthyoplankton were collected during June when the average
daily intake temperature was approximately 19 to 20 C (Figures 4-8 through
4-11). Striped bass eggs and herring larvae were the principal ichthyoplank-
ton collected in entrainment survival samples during May, whereas striped
bass, white perch, and herring larvae were predominant in June collections.
Anchovy post yolk-sac larvae were the most abundant ichthyoplankton collected
during July.

Consistent with previous entrainment survival studies at the Indian Point
plant (EA 1978a, 1979a), post yolk-sac larvae were collected in larger num-
bers than other life stages (Table 4-12). Thus, although eggs, yolk-sac
larvae, and post yolk-sac larvae of striped bass were collected in sufficient
numbers for entrainment survival determination, survival analysis for the
other taxa was restricted to post yolk-sac larvae. Entrainment survival was
not determined for anchovy eggs because their small size and refractive index
in water would make them difficult to detect and would have greatly increased
the time required to sort samples, thus potentially having an adverse effect
on the survival of other taxa. No Juvenile striped bass were collected, and
juveniles of other taxa were collected too infrequently to permit survival
analysis. Weekly length-frequency distributions for the ma jor ichthyoplank-
ton taxa collected are presented in Appendix Tables D-2 through D-5.

Average daily discharge temperatures at the Indian Point plant during the
spring-summer entrainment survival study ranged from 21 to 36 C (Figures 4-8
through 4-11); however, the ma jority of ichthyoplankton were collected at
discharge temperatures ranging from 27 to 32 C. Based on laboratory thermal
tolerance studies (EA 1978b), thermal effects of entrainment were expected

to be negligible for most ichthyoplankton collected at discharge temperatures
less than 30 C. The percentages of organisms collected at the discharge port
station (DP) when discharge temperatures exceeded 30 C were 67 percent for
striped bass larvae, 76 percent for white perch larvae, 26 percent for her-
ring larvae, and 86 percent for anchovy larvae. Anchovy post yolk-sac larvae
and juveniles were the only ichthyoplankton taxa collected at discharge tem-
peratures above 33 C.

4.3.2.2 Survival Proportions

4.3.2.2.1 Survival of Striped Bass Eggs

All striped bass eggs were collected at the Indian Point plant from 7 May to
7 June when both Unit 2 and Unit 3 were operational. ‘The proportion of eggs
which hatched within 96 hours was 0.444 (based on 124 organisms) at the

Unit 3 intake, Station I3, versus 0.327 (based on 55 organisms) at the dis-
charge port, Station DP (Table 4-13). Survival proportions were not sig-
nificantly different between the intake and discharge stations at a = 0.05
(Fisher's exact test). Since discharge temperatures during collecticn (24 to
28 C) were below lethal levels determined from laboratory thermal tolerance
experiments (EA 1978b), temperatures at the discharge station were expected
to have minimal effect on hatching success. The ma jority of eggs collected
at the intake and discharge stations (71 and 78 percent, respectively) hatched
from 24 to 48 hours following collection.
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(a) Source for average daily intake and discharge tamperatures was Con Edison 1979,

Figure 4-8, Temporal distribution and thermal exposure of striped bass collected
at the discharge port station {DP} during the spring-summer entrainment
survival study, Indian Point Generating Station, 30 April — 14 August 1979.
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Figure 4-9. Temporal distribution and thermal exposure of white perch collected
at the discharge port station (DP) during the spring-summer entrainment
survival study, Indian Point Generating Station, 30 April — 14 August 1979.
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(8) Source far average daily intake and discharge temperatures was Con Edison 1979,

Figure 4-10. Temporal distribution and thermal exposure of herrings (Clupeidae) collected
at the discharge port station (DP) during the spring-summer entrainment
survival study, Indian Point Generating Station, 30 April — 14 August 1979,
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Figure 4-11. Temporal distribution and thermal exposure of anchovies (Engraulidae) coliected
at the discharge port station (DP) during the spring-summer entrainment survivat
study, Indian Point Generating Station, 30 April — 14 August 1979.




TABLE 4-13 SURVIVAL PROPORTIONS BASED ON HATCHING SUCCESS FOR
STRIPED BASS EGGS COLLECTED DURING THE SPRING-
SUMMER ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL STUDY, INDIAN POINT
GENERATING STATION, 30 APRIL - 14 AUGUST 1979

Temperature Number Proportion Standard
Station Range (C) Collected Survival Error Q(a)
13 14,0-.21,1 124 0.huy 0.045
0.045

(a) Fisher's exact probability of obtaining the observed or more dissimilar
survival proportions under the null hypothesis that survival at the
intake and discharge stations is equal, i.e., a two-tailed test. To
achieve significance at @ = 0.05, the observed probability thus must

be <0.025.



4.3.2.2.2 1Initial Survival of Larvae

Initial survival proportions for larvae of the four major ichthyoplankton
taxa collected at Station DP, which were exposed to entrainment as well as
sampling effects, were highest for striped bass (0.615 to 0.769), followed

by white perch (0.236 to 0.700), herrings (0.285), and anchovies (0.058)
(Table 4-14). 1In contrast, initial survival proportions at Station I3, which
reflect sampling effects only, were unexpectedly lower for larvae of most
taxa. Evidence of this trend between the pumpless (discharge) and rear-draw
(intake) plankton sampling flumes, based on their first combined application
during this study, indicated the occurrence of differential sampling stresses
between the two collection systems for yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae,
thus precluding the use of the intake data as a representative measure of sam-
pling (control) effects. Further examination and discussion of the observed
station differences are presented later and in Appendix B (Collection System
Calibration Study).

Over the spring-summer study period, only striped bass and white perch post
yolk-sac larvae were collected in sufficient numbers to compare initial
survival proportions for the two plant operating conditions, i.e., two-unit
versus one-unit generation (Table 4-14). For these organisms, survival pro-
portions at both the intake station (I3) and discharge port station (DP) were
generally higher during the operation of Unit 3 alone (18 June to 14 August),
than during the simultaneous operation of Units 2 and 3 (30 April to 15 June).
The single exception occurred for white perch post yolk-sac larvae collected
at Station I3 which showed higher survival during the period of two-unit
generation. However, the difference in initial survival proportions between
the two plant operating conditions, was significant only for white perch

post yolk-sac larvae collected at the discharge port (Fisher's exact test,

@ = 0.05); survival proportions for this larval stage varied from 0.236
(two-unit generation) to 0.700 (one-unit generation).

To compare the initial survival of striped bass and white perch post yolk-sac
larvae collected at corresponding discharge temperature ranges during the dif-
ferent plant operating conditions, discharge collection data for one- and two-
unit generation were separated into the three temperature categories <30.0 C;
30.0 to 32.9 C, and >33.0 C (Table 4-15). Although only the 30.0 to 32.9 C
temperature category contained sufficient fish for testing, a significant dif-
ference between survival proportions for the two plant operational modes was
again found for white perch post yolk-sac larvae (Fisher's exact test & = 0.05).
Within this discharge temperature category, initial survival of white perch
post yolk-sac larvae varied from 0.203 during simultaneous operation of Units

2 and 3, to 0.667 during the operation of Unit 3 alone. For striped bass

post yolk-sac larvae, the difference between survival proportions (0.653 for
two-unit operation versus 0.763 for single-unit operation) was not significant.

The significant difference in initial survival proportions for white perch
post yolk-sac larvae, as well as the general trend toward higher survival
during the operation of Unit 3 alcne, may be associated with increased sur-
vival as a function of length (size). The apparent greater ability of larger
larvae to withstand entrainment and sampling stresses has been previously
demonstrated for striped bass, white perch, and herrings (EA 1978d, 1980b),
and was also observed for hatchery-reared striped bass during collection Sys-
tem calibration experiments in 1979 (Appendix B). Based on a comparison of

4-40



*60°0 = D j€ uestyudIs (9)

*1enba &f ucy3essdo 3TUN-OM] pue -8U0 Bulanp TRATAJNG jey) sysayjodiy Tinu
ayy Japun suofqJodoad [EATAJNES JETTWIEEIP SJOW JO PIAJIIESGO 8Y3 BuTuTEIQO JO (S0°0 = 0) f£y111qRq04d q0BXD £,J48UsTd (Q)
*0l< soz s a91dues Joj A{uo pajeinorec sdem suofjacdoad featadms [ejIjul  (e)

10°0 8s0°0 wQa 0 aa QeAJET
10°0 101°0 Lsh 0 €1 oes-%10k 3804 §9TAOYOUY
l £0°0 sg2°0 9gi dd seAael
S £0°0 922°0 752 €1 oes-j}10L 3s0d sBut a9y
(0)100°0> oL°0 00L°0 0z 40°0 9£2°0 Let da oeAseT
2¢s0°0 2i*o 0EE" 0 Gl £0°0 €€1°0 ogl £1 oes-qT04 3804 yoaad ajTuM
SLi°0 Lo°0 69L°0 6t 90°0 0h9°0 GL da seAJeT
6t 0 ot°c 16£°0 £e 80°0 1960 in €1 oes-jfof 1s0d
e g0°0 519°0 6t 4a aesdey
£ 90°0 €250 t9 £1 des-}10f  €Feq padiuag
(a)? Joa43 (e) TBATAIRS pa309110) J00a7 (e){EATAINS poq09(10) UGF3EIS 88e15 2311 eXe]
pJaepuelg TB13TUL Joquny pJEpuUElS Te131ugy Joquny
Jengny i - aunp g aunp Gl ~ TFJdy Ot
Surjesadp £ 3TUn Butpqeaadp £ pue g sITuUn

6461 ISNONY {1 - TIHAV Ot “NOILVLIS DNILVHENID INIOd NVIANI
‘XANLS TVAIAUNS INFWNIVHINT YIAWWOS-ONIHAS ‘NOILVHAJO LINN-OMI QNV LIN(-FNO

40 SAOIYdAd DNIYNd dILOTTTI00 NOIMNVIJOXHIHOI HOd SNOILHOJOHd TVATAHAS IVILINI hwi-k I18VL



'60°0

= 0 je Juedpjrudrg  (p)
*Pajo3[ 100 seM uUoXE) Yoea YyoTym e sadnjedadwdy jo aduea oadfquy (0)

*fenba s7 uofjewaado Jjun-oM] pue -9uo FuTdnp TEALAINS jJeY) Efsayijoddy [(nu
3y} Japun suotjuododd TBATAUNS JETTU[ES[P BJOW JO PIAJIEQO 9yj3 Jujuyeiqo Jo (S0°0 = ©0) A3frTQEqoud j0EX8 §,48YSTy ()
“0l< 83218 a1dues goJ Aruo pajenoreo susm suotjuodoud [eataans [(e[ijug (e)

0 0°EE< 0 0°€E<
(p)L00°0> Li'o 199" 0 8t 6°2£-0°0¢ 560 £02°0 6L 6'2E-0"0€ seadel oes
2 6°62> Lo"0 262°0 gn 6" 62> da ~%[04 3804
250°0 Z2Lo 0EE"0 St (0y97927°22 1] tEL 0 0gt (oyh"22=0"n 131 yoaad a71up
0 0" €E< 0 0rELe
i6i°0 Lo £9L°0 g€ 6°2E-0'0¢ L0°0 £59°0 64 6°2E-0"0¢ avAuR] OBS
{ 662> 01" 0 S19°0 92 662> da -ATOA 9804
60 oL'o L6E"0 £z (0)97€2 1 22 8070 195°0 th (o) ee-L7 9l €1 scuq padiuaqg
d 0447 Amvﬂm>«>zzm pPajoa11o) (D) 83uey J0day Amvﬁm>“>gsm paloa[10) [6)) aguey mm‘amum ardels 911
0 pJepuejg [egituy J3quny adanjeaaduay p.acpuelg Tef3fuI Jaquny sunijedasduog /exe],
asndny y[ - aunp g aunp ¢ - {rady of
Buryeaadg £ 71U Buijeasdg € pue g sjjup
. 6L61 1SNOOV Ll - 7TI4dV 0f ‘NOILVIS ONTILVHINAD
INIOd NVIANI "AdNLS TYATAUNS INIWNIVHING HANANS-ONIHAS ‘NOILVMAJO IINN-OMI
ANV LINN-INO 40 SAOI¥Ad DNIYNd TIONATHAIXT FUNLVHAIWNAL NOIZLOJITIOO J0 NOILONNJ ¥ SV
JYAYVT OVS—NT0X 1SOd HOYAd ALIHM ANY SSYg AFJITHIS HOd SNOILYOdOYd ‘TYALAHAS "IVILINI Gi—f AT1dVL




A\

the length-~frequency distributions of striped bass and white perch larvae col-
lected during periods of different plant operating conditions in 1979 (Figure
4-12), it can be seen that the difference between modal lengths (i.e., lengths
ocecurring with greatest frequency) of fish collected during two-unit versus
one-unit operation was most pronounced for white perch larvae at discharge
port station DP. The greater separation of modal lengths in this case, and
the tendency towards increased survival with size, may therefore explain the
significant difference in initial survival observed for white perch post yolk-
sac larvae at Station DP during the two different plant operational periods.

To further examine the possible effects of temperature on the initial sur-
vival of entrained larvae, data collected within each of the three discharge
temperature categories were pooled over both plant operating conditions

(Table 4-16). Identification of trends in survival with temperature, however,
was limited by the absence of all larval groups, except anchovy post yolk-sac
larvae, in samples collected in the highest discharge temperature category
(>33.0 C). For striped bass yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae, highest initial
survival proportions at Station DP (0,750 and 0.701, respectively) occurred

in the 30.0 to 32.9 C temperature category, whereas for white perch, herring,
and anchovy post yolk-sac larvae, highest initial survival (0.320, 0.305, and
0.070, respectively) occurred at discharge temperatures <30.0 C. For anchovy
post yolk-sac larvae, the only larval group collected over all temperature
categories, the initial survival was lowest (0.028) at the intermediate dis-
charge temperature category, 30.0-32.9 C, but relatively similar (0.063

versus 0,070) at the upper and lower temperature categories (i.e., >33.0 C

and <30.0 C, respectively). This variation in anchovy survival was apparently
influenced primarily by length rather than temperature (Figure 4-13). 1In
contrast to the other taxonomic groups examined, the spawning season for
anchovies is relatively long (McFadden et al. 1978), resulting in pronounced
fluctuations in mean length, as opposed to a progressive increase in size dur-
ing the entrainment period. Thus, consistent with the relationship between
survival and size (length) discussed previously, variations in the initial
survival proportions of anchovies entrained over the study period closely
followed variations in mean length, with highest survival occurring during
sampling weeks characterized by larger organism size.

Overall initial survival proportions at the discharge for combined tempera-
ture and plant operating conditions were again highest for striped bass
larvae (0.634 and 0.684 for yolk-sac and post yolk~sac larvae, respectively),
followed by post yolk-sac larvae of white perch (0.299), herrings (0.289),
and anchovies (0.058) (Table 4-16). Initial survival at the discharge sta-
tion, both for combined temperatures as well as individual temperature cate-
gories, was generally higher than pooled initial survival at the intake sta-
tion. Under the null hypothesis that the proportion surviving at the intake
is equal to the proportion surviving at the discharge (¢ = 0,05), significant
differences between intake and discharge survival (all temperatures) were
observed for three of the five larval groups examined, i.e., striped bass,
white perch, and anchovy post yolk-sac larvae (Table 4-16). Significant
differences were additionally found in five cases when intake survival was
compared to survival at specific discharge temperature categories. All com~
parisons resulting in significant station differences, with the exception

of those for anchovy post yolk-sac larvae, were associated with higher sur-
vival at the discharge station than at the intake station.
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Figure 4-12. Length frequency distributions of striped bass and white perch larvae coilected
during periods of one-unit and two-unit operation, spring-summer entrainment
survival study, Indian Point Generating Station, 30 April — 14 August 1979.
{See Appendix Tables D-2 and D-3 for corresponding length frequency data.)
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Figure 4-13. Initial survival proportions for anchovy (Engraulidae) post yolk-sac larvae
collected during the spring-summer entrainment survival study versus mean
length and discharge temperature, Indian Point Generating Station, 1979.



The reversal of expected differences in initial survival proportions between
intake and discharge stations for most larval groups collected during the
spring-summer entrainment survival study was indicative of differential sam-
pling stress relative to the rear-draw and pumpless plankton sampling flumes
used at Stations I3 and DP, respectively. Thus, in spite of efforts to
achieve comparable design and operation between the two collection systems
(Sections 4.2.1.2.2 and 4.2.1.2.3), sampling effects imposed by the rear-
draw (intake) flume were apparently more stressful to most larvae than the
combined effects of entrainment and sampling experienced by fish collected

at the pumpless (discharge) flume. This conclusion is further supported by
the results of collection system calibration experiments (Appendix B) designed
to assess the comparability of sampling stresses between the rear-draw and
pumpless plankton sampling flumes to early life stages of hatchery-reared
striped bass. These experiments indicated that the rear-draw (intake) flume
affected higher sampling mortality on striped bass larvae from approximately
4 to 10 mm in length, than did the pumpless (discharge) flume. However, dif-
ferences in sampling mortality declined as larvae approached 11 mm, and were
not apparent for striped bass eggs. That higher initial survival at the
intake station for river ichthyoplankton occurred only in the case of anchovy
post-yolk sac larvee, may be the result of a greater sensitivity of these
larvae to entrainment stresses. Moreover, because anchovy larvae occurring
in samples were generally larger than larvae of other taxa (Appendix Tables
D-2 through D-5), differential gear effects on sampling mortality may have
been less pronounced.

In retrospect, differences in sampling stresses between the two collection
systems may have been caused by differences in water flow through the flume
diversion screens during sampling or draining. To create head-induced flow
through the intake flume, water was pumped from behind the diversion screens.
The proximity of the pump intake manifolds to the diversion screens may have
resulted in localized areas of high velocity flow through the screens, thus
increasing the potential for impingement. No pump was required to induce
water flow through the discharge flume and, consequently, flow through the
diversion screens of this sampler was likely to be more uniform. Addition-
ally, because the rear-draw flume (Station I3) could be raised to facilitate
draining, whereas the pumpless flume (Station DP) could not, the drain time
(and, therefore, the drain rate) was typically faster at the intake station.
This factor, too, would have resulted in higher water velocities through the
diversicn screens of the rear-draw (intake) flume, and an increased likeli-
hood of impingement stress during the draining process.

Assuming the occurrence of these through-screen flow conditions, it is also
reasonable to expect the life-stage and size-specific differences in gear
effects that were observed in the collection system calibration experiments
(Appendix B). That is, the smaller, more fragile yolk-sac larvae would have
greater susceptibility to potential impingement stress on the flume diversion
screens, than larger, more robust post yolk-sac larvae. Moreover, eggs would
be relatively resistant to such stresses. Because of their spherical shape,
eggs would be more likely to roll along the face of the angled diversion
screens than become impinged. Similar findings were reported by O'Connor and
Schaffer (1977) who examined the survival of hatchery-reared striped bass
life stages collected in plankton nets suspended in a test flume at various
water velocities. These experiments indicated that yolk-sac larvae were most
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sensitive to net capture, followed by post yolk-sac larvae and eggs, in
decreasing order of sensitivity.

4,3.2.2.3 Comparison of Initial Survival of Larvae Collected at Dis-
charge Stations in 1979 (Pumpless Plankton Sampling Flume)
versus 1977 and 1978 (Pump/Larval Table Collection System)

Ini%ial survival proportions for most larval groups collected at the dis-
charge (pumpless flume) in 1979 were considerably higher than in 1977 and

1978 (EA 1978a, 1979a) when pump/larval table collection systems were used
(Table 4-17). Among the 29 comparisons that could be made between correspond-
ing temperature categories (pooled over all plant operating conditions),

the pumpless flume yielded higher survival than the pump/larval table in 25
(86 percent) of the cases. For the combined discharge temperature category,
the 1979 initial survival proportions were highest for four of the five pre-
dominant larval groups collected during each of the three study years, e.g.,
striped bass yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae, and herring and anchovy post
yolk-sac larvae. White perch post yolk-sac larvae, the only exception,
exhibited highest initial survival (over all discharge temperatures) in 1977;
however, discharge survival in 1979 was greater than in 1978 (Table 4-17).

The improved discharge survival proportions obtained in 1979 using the pump-
less sampling flume are attributed primarily to reduced sampling stress
associated with the elimination of pumps used to deliver the sample to the
coilected flume. The higher discharge survival for most larvae in 1979 is
additionally noteworthy because the collection gear was located at the end
of the discharge canal where water from the canal enters the river.

4.3.2.2.4 Extended Survival of Larvae

Normalized extended survival proportions for larvae collected at the intake
station (I3) and discharge port (DP) were compared to determine possible
latent effects caused by entrainment. To increase the sample size of the
test groups, data were pooled across all collection temperatures for each
station. Significant differences between intake and discharge stations
(Fisher's exact test, @ = 0,05) were found only for striped bass yolk-sac
larvae and herring post yolk-sac larvae (Table 4-18; Figures U-14 and U4-15).
Extended survival proportions for striped bass yolk-sac larvae were signifi-
cantly lower at the discharge station than at the intake station for all
observation periods, which was the reverse of initial survival data for this
life stage (Section 4.3.2.2.2). Herring post yolk-sac larvae, on the other
hand, exhibited significantly higher extended survival at the discharge ver-
sus intake station at the 12- and 96~hour observations; normalized extended
survival proportions for the discharge station exceeded those at the intake
station, however, during all but the 3-~hour observation period.

For striped bass, white perch, and anchovy post yolk-sac larvae, no signifi-
cant differences were found in extended survival proportions between intake
and discharge stations (Table 4-18; Figures 4-14, U-16, and 4-17), indicating
that effects caused by the apparent greater sampling stress of the rear-draw
(intake) flume were not manifested beyond the initial survival observation.
Extended survival for anchovies (although low) was notable in that live organ-
isms collected at both the intake and discharge stations were maintained for
the entire 96-hour latent effects period. In contrast, during entrainment
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Figure 4-14. Normalized extended survival of striped bass yolk-sac and post yolk-sac
larvae coilected during the spring-summer entrainment survival study,
Indian Point Generating Station, 1979.
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Generating Station, 1979.
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survival studies conducted at the Indian Point plant in 1977 and 1978 (EA
1978a, 1979a) using pump/larval table collection systems, complete mortality
of anchovy larvae was generally observed within 12 hours of collection, and
survival was never recorded for up to 96 hours. Thus, the rear-draw and
pumpless plankton sampling flumes used in 1979 successfully reduced sampling
stress on larvae of this taxonomic group to an extent that allowed a greater
potential for examining and detecting latent effects.

4.3.2.3 Entrainment Survival Estimates

4.3.2.3.1 Striped Bass Eggs

Entrainment survival for striped bass eggs collected during the 1979 spring-
summer entrainment survival study was 74 percent, based on the proportions

of eggs from intake and discharge samples that hatched within 96 hours of col-
lection (Section 4.3.2.2.1). 1In light of the comparable intake and discharge
gear effects determined for this life stage (Appendix B), this estimate repre-
sents the first valid assessment of the survival of striped bass eggs entrained
through the condenser cooling water system of the Indian Point plant. Collec-
tion gear used in previous study years was not effective for evaluating egg
survival because of differential sampling stress between the intake and dis-
charge stations caused by variations in water velocity (stationary nets), or
because of virtually complete mortality effected by sampling (pump/larval
table collection systems).

4.3,2.3.2 Fish Larvae

Although direct estimates of entrainment survival, Se, could not be calculated
for larval life stzges due to differential sampling stress for the rear-draw
and pumpless plankton sampling flumes (Section 4.3.2.2.2 and Appendix B),
initial survival proportions for larvae collected at the discharge station
(DP) provided a minimum estimate of entrainment survival. That is, if entrain-
ment survival was calculated as the ratio of the proportion surviving at the
discharge to the proportion surviving at the intake (Section 4.,2,3.2), the
lower initial survival which typically occurred at the intake station (I3)
would result in survival estimates of over 100 percent. However, if no cor-
rection is made to remove sampling-induced mortality, discharge survival
represents a conservative estimate of entrainment survival, i.e., entrainment
survival must be greater than or equal to discharge survival.

Comparison of initial survival for larvae collected at the discharge port
(pumpless flume) in 1979, with entrainment survival (Sg) estimates for larvae
collected in pump/larval tables in 1977 and 1978 (EA 1878a, 197%a) indicated
generally higher results than in 1978 but lower results than in 1977 (Table
4-19). For all discharge temperatures, the 1979 estimate for striped bass
yolk-sac larvae (63 percent), uncorrected for sampling mortality, was similar
to the survival estimate determined in 1977 (67 percent), and considerably
higher than that observed in 1978 (0 percent). Discharge survival for striped
bass post yolk-sac larvae in 1979 (68 percent) was intermediate to the sur-
vival estimates determined in 1977 and 1978 (85 and 55 percent, respectively).

For white perch, herring, and anchovy post yolk-sac larvae, seasonal survival
over the 3-year period ranged from 30 to 77 percent, 16 to 34 percent, and O
to 36 percent, respectively (Table 4-19). TIn all cases, highest survival was
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observed in 1977. The 1979 discharge survival values unadjusted for intake
(control) mortality, represented the lowest survival estimates for white

perch post yolk-sac larvae (30 percent) but were intermediate for post yolk-
sac larvae of herrings (29 percent) and anchovies (6 percent). For these
three taxa, the 1979 estimates based on discharge survival alone are expected
to be more severely biased low than for striped bass larvae. Because these
taxa characteristically exhibit lower intake survival (i.e., greater sensitiv-
ity to sampling effects) than striped bass, the bias in the use of discharge
survival as an unadjusted estimate of entrainment survival is, therefore,
increased.

Overall, the results obtained with the rear-draw and pumpless plankton sam-
pling flumes in 1979 appear very favorable insofar as the application and
effectiveness of these collection systems in entrainment survival assessment.
The reduction of sampling stress achieved through the use of these samplers
was demonstrated not only in the successful collection of reliable striped
bass egg survival data (Section 4.3.2.3.1), but also in the generally higher
survival of larvae in discharge collections, as compared to previous years
(Section 4.3.2.2.3). Moreover, extended survival of sensitive anchovy larvae
was, for the first time, maintained throughout the entire 96-hour latent
effects observation period (Section 4.3.2.2.4). With minor refinements to
equilibrate gear effects on larval stages, it is, therefore, expected that
these flume systems will yield survival data superior to that obtained through
application of other collection methods that have been used previously.
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5. ENTRAINMENT ABUNDANCE STUDY

5.1 INTRODUCTION

Entrainment abundance samples were collected at a location along the Indian
Point Generating Station discharge canal in 1979 to monitor densities of
ichthyoplankton entrained through the plant's cooling water system. Sampling
was conducted using Ecological Analysts portable automated abundance sam-
pling system (AUTOSAM¥®) concurrently with stationary plankton net collections.
Data were analyzed to determine ichthyoplankton species and life stage com-
position, as well as seasonal and diel distribution.

The study results presented in this report pertain to the AUTOSAM entrainment
abundance sampling effort. Findings and analyses relative to stationary net
collections will be presented and compared with the AUTOSAM sampling results
in the forthcoming report, "Indian Point Generating Station Entrainment and
Near Field River Studies, 1979 Annual Report.”

5.2 METHODS AND MATERIALS

5.2.1 Collection Procedures

The AUTOSAM was used to sample ichthyoplankton entrained by the Indian Point
plant from 2 May through 14 June 1979 at discharge Station D1 (Figure 3-2),
located along a portion of the discharge canal which transports cooling water
from Units 1 and 2 (when Unit 1 eirculating pumps are operating). The inlet
of the intake hose connected to the AUTOSAM sampling pump was positioned at
midcepth (approximately 3.0 m below the water surface of the canal) and
oriented into the discharge water flow. The sampling schedule consisted of
one l4~hour sampling effort per week for six weeks. Each 14-hour sampling
effort was composed of seven consecutive 2-hour collection periods scheduled
such that the midpoint of the fourth collection period occurred approximately
at dusk. Five-minute samples collected using conical plankton nets (0.5-m
diameter net mouth, and 571~um mesh) secured to a stationary frame at Sta-
tion D1 were initiated to coincide with the midpoint of each 2-hour collection
period. Sampling was discontinued after 14 June 1979 because of a scheduled
maintenance shutdown of Unit 2.

The AUTOSAM is designed to collect ichthyoplankton samples automatically over
any preselected time interval. The basic components of the system include a
7.6-cm (3-in.) electric pump, a cylindrical collection tank (1 m in diameter
and 1.2 m in height) containing a 505 Mm-mesh plankton net, and a micro-
computer control module. All components are housed in an enclosed trailer
(Figures 5-1 and 5-2).

Operational sequences of the AUTOSAM are controlled by the microcomputer
module. During sampling, water is pumped into the net in the collection

tank where primary concentration of the sampled organisms and detritus occurs.
Filtered water passes out of the collection tank through a discharge drain

¥AUTOSAM was developed and patented by Ecological Analysts, Inc. (U.S.
Patent No. 4, 145, 928).

5-1



. (826 ‘G¥L 'v "ON 1udleq "S'N) WYSOLNY — WaisAs
unduies asuepunqe palewoine sysAjeuy {221601093 o sjuauodwos buidwes jo weibeip onewayag -|-g ainbiy

lo1ow pue ajqeruan |

alsAs
uonoalut uieiog _
(8) siauieluod uo1123}|0])

AL

~ m?ccwm_o HV
e N 0 ] E—
|

[ n|
— Z R S |
J”l& -
. sny1ap - \
; pue 3)dwes m duind Buyduwes
j 101R43LIADUO . e
_M_ — : aeiu|
- I .
U ._H_l _ Ll
mm:_cu “dwnd -
hFU, 3sUIs| ﬁ
! R
“ | ..\.D _ —
| _
suel 21 asuty e -
I AN 18U 1oC
0=® uvonosajjon oD | . /]
H-l_ UUIUE D _'/ ., -
STl | I N E—

mf_lel%

<= o A-/_\\|

A.u

1913WMoy aulpuy ./ dwnd funduwies wot 4




\
—\

I

o0 T[‘*
L X |
oo

-

®®

Figure 5-2. Representation of Ecological Analysts’ automated abundance sampling system
{AUTOSAM) showing orientation of components within trailer housing
(U.S. Patent No. 4, 145, 928).



pipe. At the end of the programmed sampling interval, the following auto-
mated operations cccur: (1) the pump shuts off and the collection tank
drains; (2) the collection net is rinsed, concentrating the sample into the
bottom of the collection net; (3) the sample is washed into the secondary
concentrator and then into a collection container using chilled water (4.4 C)
to reduce organism decomposition; and (4) formalin is automatically injected
into the collection container to achieve a 10 percent formalin to water solu-
tion. After each sample is collected, the turntable holding the collection
containers rotates to an empty container, and the sampling sequence automati-
cally begins again.

Four 27-minute samples were composited to make up each of the seven 2-hour
abundance samples collected during a 14-hour sampling effort. Water volumes
filtered for each 2-hour sample generally ranged from 81 to 106 m3, as mea-
sured by a Signet inline flowmeter mounted to the pipe that transports water
from the AUTOSAM sampling pump to the collection tank (Figure 5-1).

Water quality parameters, including water temperature, conductivity, dissolved
oxygen, and pH, were recorded from the surface of the discharge canal at
Station D1 during the midpoint of each 2-hour collection period. The same
parameters were measured concurrently at the Unit 2 intake in conjunction

with stationary net sampling at that location. All water quality measurements
were obtained using a Martek VI water quality analyzer.

Preserved entrainment abundance samples were transported to Ecological
Analysts Central Laboratory in Middletown, New York, for ichthyoplankton
identification and life stage determination.

5.2.2 Analytical Procedures

Icthyoplankton collected in each entrainment abundance sample were enumerated
to determine species and life stage composition. Mean density for each sam-
pling date and collection period was calculated for life stages of the three
major taxa, striped bass (Morone saxatilis), white perch (M. americanus),

and herring (Clupeidae), as follows:

m
Mean daily density = Y; = I Y5 5
o5
m
_ n
Mean collection period density = Yj = z 55
i=1
n
where
Yii = density of the sample collected on day i in collection period j
N = number of sampling dates = 7
m = number of collection periods per sampling date = 7




Diel trends in abundance were tested statistically with the Friedman rank sum
test (Hollander and Wolfe 1973) for only the most abundant taxa-life stage
combinations. To avoid loss of power for the test, sampling dates on which
the organism was present in the sample in less than five of the collection
periods were omitted from the test. The null hypothesis that densities in
all collection periods are equal was tested against the alternative hypo-
thesis that densities in all collection periods are not equal.

5.3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

5.3.1 Species and Life Stage Composition

The most abundant taxa occurring in AUTOSAM entrainment abundance samples
during the 2 May through 14 June sampling season were herrings, striped bass,
and white perch. Life stages of these species accounted for 44, 18, and 17
percent, respectively, of the 3,523 ichthyoplankton collected (Table 5-1). An
additional 8 percent of the total catch was composed of ichthyoplankton iden-
tifiable to the genus Morone spp., which includes striped bass and white
perch. Thus, of the total fish collected, the majority (87 percent) were
representatives of the taxonomic categories Clupeidae (herrings) or Morone
spp. The remaining 13 percent of the catch was composed of 12 other taxa
(Table 5-1), as well as a category that included unidentifiable specimens
(i.e., specimens damaged during collection to the extent that reliable iden-
tification could not be made).

Among the ichthyoplankton life stages occurring in AUTOSAM entrainment
abundance samples, post yolk-sac larvae were predominant, accounting for 79
percent of all organisms collected, followed by yolk-sac larvae (12 percent)
(Table 5-1). These life stages were collected in greatest abundance during
the 30 May sampling effort, but densities remained relatively high through

the termination of sampling on 14 June (Figure 5-3). The majority of larvae
collected during the early May through mid-June sampling season were the
young of anadromous or migratory estuarine taxa (i.e., herrings, striped bass,
an¢ white perch) which spawn during spring and early summer (Table 5-1).

In contrast to yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae, egg and juvenile life
stages were entrained in relatively low abundance during the sampling season
(Figure 5-3). Eggs accounted for only 2 percent of the ichthyoplankton col-
lected, and juveniles for only 1 percent (Table 5-1). Most of the eggs were
those of either white perch (62 percent) or striped bass (2l percent),
whereas young of the winter-spawning Atlantic tomcod and catadromous (ocean~
spawning) American eel were predominant among the juveniles (accounting for
67 and 24 percent, respectively, of all juveniles collected). Juveniles of
herrings, striped bass, and white perch were absent from entrainment abun-
dance samples (Table 5-1); sampling was terminated before young of these
spring-summer spawners would have developed to the juvenile stage.

5.3.2 Seasonal Distribution

5.3.2.1 Striped Bass

Striped bass eggs were caught only on 9 and 16 May (Figure 5-4), which is
consistent with their generally short spawning season (McFadden et al. 1978).
Mean water temperatures on these dates (15.0 and 17.5 C) were within the
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Figure 5-3. Mean densities per 14-hour sampling effort for all ichthyopiankton identifiable
to life stage collected in the Indian Point Generating Station discharge canal
{Station D1} using an automated abundancsa sampler, 2 May — 14 June 1979.
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temperature range for peak spawning activity, from 15.4 to 19.6 C (Talbot
1966). Initial occurrence for both yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae was
on 16 May. Peak abundance of yolk-sac larvae occurred on 30 May, but post
yolk-sac larvae abundance was highest on 13 June, the final sampling date.

The relative abundance of striped bass early life stages collected in the
discharge canal of the Indian Point plant may be associated with the dura-
tion of these life stages within the river. Because of the longer duration
of successive developmental stages (i.e., 36-U8 hours for eggs, 8-13 days

for yolk-sac larvae, and 35-40 days for post yolk-sac larvae [Mansueti 1958]1),
the entrainment period for post yolk-sac larvae is also considerably more
extended than for eggs and yolk-sac larvae.

5.3.2.2 White Perch

White perch eggs first appeared in samples on 23 May after the earliest col-
lections of yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae on 9 and 16 May, respectively
(Figure 5-5). The occurrence of larvae before eggs was likely a result of
early spawning activity, which can begin at temperatures as low as 10 or

11 ¢ (Mansueti 1964). Highest densities of eggs, however, occurred on 6 June
at a mean ambient river temperature of 19.8 C, which is in the temperature
range for peak spawning in the Hudson River (16 to 22 C) reported by McFadden
et al. (1978). Yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae were collected in relatively
low abundance until 30 May when densities of both life stages increased mark-
edly in the discharge samples. Densities of both larval stages showed further
increase in early June and remained high through 13 June when sampling was
terminated.

Like striped bass, white perch post yolk-sac larvae were more abundant in
entrainment samples than eggs or yolk-sac larvae, as is consistent with life
history and distributional characteristiecs. White perch spawn primarily in
shallow areas and tributaries of the estuary, mostly upriver from Indian
Point (McFadden et al. 1978). The demersal eggs and less motile yolk-sac
larvae are, therefore, expected to be less vulnerable to entrainment at the
Indian Point plant. Distributional data for ichthyoplankton within the
Hudson River from 1974 through 1977 also indicate that white perch post yolk-
sac larvae are relatively more abundant in the Indian Point region than eggs
or yolk-sac larvae (TI 1980).

5.3.2.3 Herrings

Herring post yolk-sac larvae were abundant in AUTOSAM collections on the last
three sampling dates (Figure 5-6). Peak density (1,233 larvae/10Q0 m3)
occurred on 30 May, whereas mean density was less than 100/1000 m” during
prior sampling dates. In contrast, eggs and yolk-sac larvae were never
abundant during the sampling season; only one egg and three yolk-sac larvae
were collected (Table 5-1).

The predominance of post yolk-sac larvae among the life stages of herrings
entrained at the Indian Point plant is again reflective of life history and
distribution. The principal members of the herring family (Clupeidae) which
occur in the Hudson River are the American shad (Alosa sapidissima), blueback
herring (A. aestivalis); and alewife (A. pseudoharengus). American shad
spawn primarily in the upper estuary, thus eggs and yolk-sac larvae seldom
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occur in the Indian Point viecinity (McFadden et al. 1978). Blueback herring
and alewife typically spawn in tributary streams. Consequently, earliest
life stages of these species (i.e., eggs and yolk-sac larvae) are expected
to be less abundant in the river proper during the spring-summer spawning
and nursery season, than the more highly motile post yolk-sac larvae.

5.3.3 Diel Distribution

Mean densities per 2-hour collection periods varied widely for the three
dominant taxa, particularly with regard to post yolk-sac larvae (Table 5-2).
The skewed temporal distribution (Figures 5-4, 5-5, and 5-6) thus precluded
statistical analysis based on assumptions of normal distribution of sample
densities over the entire sampling season.

No significant differences in density among collection periods (a = 0.05)
were found for striped bass, white perch, and herrings based on the applica-
tion of the Friedman rank sum test (Table 5-3), although the power of this
test may have been limited by the small number of sampling dates available
for the analysis, particularly for striped bass and white perch. The mean
daily rank for each collection period suggested bimodal peaks in abundance
for all three taxa (Figure 5-7). Peaks occurred for striped bass in col-
lection periods 3 and 6, for white perch in collection periods 3 and 7, and
for herring in collection periods 4 and 7. Thus, all three taxa showed
peaks in abundance just prior to, or at, dusk (collection period 4) and 4-6
hours after dusk. Again, it should be emphasized that although these trends
may be real, they were not statistically significant.




TABLE 5-2 MEAN DENSITY (No./1,000 m3) BY COLLECTION PERIOD FOR

EARLY LIFE STAGES OF STRIPED BASS, WHITE PERCH,
AND HERRINGS COLLECTED IN THE INDIAN POINT
GENERATING STATION DISCHARGE CANAL (Station D1)

USING AN AUTOMATED ABUNDANCE SAMPLER, 2 MAY -

14 JUNE 1979

PYSL = post yolk-sac larvae

Life
Taxon Stage 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Striped bass Egg 2.9 3.2 8.9 1.5 0.0 0.0 5.7
YSL 43.5 57.8 30.4 17.3 25.7 42,5 11.4
PYSL 67.6 115.3 93.9 46.6 23.1 166.8 125.8
White perch Egg 3.0 1.5 0.0 6.0 3.0 14,6 30.0
YSL 10.2 12.4 21.9 19.7 1.3 26.1 60.7
PYSL 54.2 63.6 132.0 71.2 63.1 119.3 W7.3
Herrings Egg 6.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0
YSL 0.0 0.0 1.7 €.0 3.3 0.0 0.0
PYSL 138.3 141.6 265.3 749.2 321.3 238.1 385.2
Note: YSL = yolk-sac larvae
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APPENDIX A: DIRECT RELEASE STUDIES

A.1 INTRODUCTION

In 1979, hatchery-reared striped bass were released at the Indian Point plant
Unit 2 and Unit 3 intakes and collected in the discharge canal, and/or at the
discharge port, to provide additional information on entrainment survival and
to assess recovery efficiency of organisms known to have entered the cooling
water systems. For direct release experiments designed to determine survival,
samples were recovered at the discharge port (Station DP) using the pumpless
plankton flume. Survival was compared to that of control organisms exposed
to sampling effects only in the rear-draw plankton sampling flume at the

Unit 3 intake (Station I3). The release of large numbers of organisms facil-
itated collection of more fish at the discharge than normally collected
during sampling of wild ichthyoplankton, thus providing larger sample sizes
for estimating entrainment survival. Evaluation of test results, however,
must take into account additional stresses associated with pre-test, or
hatchery-induced, handling and holding that are not experienced by wild
organisms.

Striped bass life stages released during recovery efficiency experiments at
Unit 2 and Unit 3 were sampled at the discharge port (Station DP) using the
pumpless plankton sampling flume. For the Unit 2 experiments, additional
samples were collected using stationary plankton nets at a location along
the discharge canal which contains cooling water from Unit 2 only (Sta-
tion D1). Recovery efficiency was examined by comparing the number of
released fish recovered at the discharge stations with predicted recovery
based on the number released, the volume of discharge water sampled, and
the volume of cooling water pumped at the time of the test. Results were
compaged with findings of similar tests conducted in 1977 and 1978 (EA 1978a,
1979a).

A.2 METHODS

A.2.1 Direct Release Survival Experiments

To obtain supplemental information on the survival of striped bass early life
stages entrained through the cooling water systems of the Indian Point plant,
test groups of hatchery-reared striped bass eggs, yolk-sac larvae, and post
yolk-sac larvae were released at the Unit 2 and Unit 3 intake bays and recap-
tured at the discharge port (Station DP) using the pumpless plankton sampling
flume. One release per unit was conducted for eggs, yolk-sac larvae, 14-day
old post yolk-sac larvae, and 20-day old post yolk-sac larvae. An additional
release of 32- to 33-day old post yolk-sac larvae was conducted only at

Unit 3 due to the limited availability of organisms within this age group.
For eggs and yolk-sac larvae, approximately 300,000 organisms were released
during each test, whereas approximately 150,000 organisms were released per
test for each of the post yolk-sac larvae age groups. It was not possible

to test juvenile striped bass because of the difficulty in rearing large
numbers of hatchery fish to this life stage.

Striped bass used in the direct release experiments were obtained from the
Con Edison hatchery facility at Verplanck, New York, operated by Texas

A-1



Instruments Incorporated. Organisms were transported from the hatchery to
the Indian Point site in insulated containers and transferred immediately
into 500-liter holding tanks. Eggs were acclimated to ambient river water
over a 10-minute period. All other life stages were acclimated for 2 to

5 hours before release. Holding tanks were supplied with oxygen and a con-
stant flow of river water during acclimation. Following acclimation, test
organisms (150,000 or 300,000 per unit) were released between the trash
racks and the circulating pumps at the Unit 2 and Unit 3 intakes through a
10-cm diameter hose attached to the bottom of the holding tank. Striped
bass were recovered at the discharge port station (DP) with the pumpless
plankton sampling flume according to standard collection procedures (Section
4,2.1.2.3). Sampling was initiated 2 to 5 minutes after each release,
depending on the predicted through-plant transit time, and was continued
for 15 minutes.

Sampling and handling control tests were conducted in conjunction with each
direct release experiment to determine mortality due to various stress compo-
nents including sampling, handling, and pre-test holding. These tests were
conducted within 1 to 6 hours of releases at both units. Control organisms
were of similar age to the released organisms and experienced the same accli-
mation procedures. In sampling control tests, approximately 70 to 100 eggs
or larvae were released into the front of the rear-draw plankton sampling
flume at Station I3. Sampling was then conducted according to standard pro-
cedures (Section 4.2.1.2.3). These organisms experienced transport from the
hatchery, acclimation, handling, and sampling, but not entrainment. For
handling control tests, approximately 50 to 100 organisms of each life stage
were placed in sample transport containers after experiencing transport from
the hatchery, acclimation, and handling. These organisms thus experienced
all stresses other than entrainment and sampling stress.

At the completion of each direct release experiment, test and control samples
were taken to the onsite laboratory for sorting. All striped bass larvae
within the size range of the released fish were considered to be recoveries
from the experimental group. Live and stunned organisms were maintained for
96 hours to assess latent effects., Eggs were held until hatching or mortal-
ity occurred. All specimens were preserved at death or at the end of latent
effects observations.

Survival proportions and entrainment survival estimates, were determined as
described in Section %.2.3. Survival proportion for hatchery-reared striped
bass recovered at the discharge port station (DP) were additionally compared to
survival proportions for intake control fish (exposed to sampling, handling, and
holding stresses) usirg three-way contingency analysis (Sokal and Rohlf 1969)

to examine possible differences in survival associated with station and life
stage.

A.2.2 Direct Release Recovery Efficiency Experiments

Experiments to determine recovery efficiency were conducted by releasing dyed
hatchery-reared striped bass between the trash racks and the circulating
pumps at Units 2 and 3 and collecting them after they had passed through the
cooling water system of the power plant. Releases were made at Bay 25 for
Unit 2 and at Bay 36 for Unit 3. For both Unit 2 and Unit 3 releases, organ-
isms were recovered at the discharge port station (DP) using the pumpless
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plankton sampling flume. For experiments conducted at Unit 2, additional
samples were collected at Station D1 (located upstream of the point where
discharge water from Unit 3 enters the common discharge canal) using paired,
571 um mesh conical plankton nets (0.5 m diameter mouth opening, 1.8 m in
length) positioned at the surface, middepth, and bottom (Figure A-1).
Sampling duration was 30 minutes at Station DP (pumpless flume), and 15

minutes at Station D1 (nets), beginning simultaneously with release of the
organisms.

Prior to each experiment, the total number of organisms to be released was
estimated and organisms were dyed to distinguish the hatchery-reared from
wild striped bass. The total number released was estimated by counting the
number of eggs or larvae in 5 or 6 aliquots (5 ml each for eggs and young
larvae, 17 ml each for older post yolk-sac larvae) and extrapolating the
mean density to the total volume of concentrated eggs or larvae. Because
these experiments were conducted with dead organisms, only a minimum amount
of water was retained with the organisms during sample size estimation.

During initial efforts at dyeing the hatchery-reared organisms, trypan blue
(eggs) or a combination of rose bengal and neutral red dyes (yolk-sac and
early post yolk-sac larvae) were used. These dyes were not effective, how-
ever, and the hatchery-reared organisms could not be easily distinguished
from river organisms. For older groups of post yolk-sac larvae (20 to 33
days), the preservative isopropyl alcohol was added to the rose bengal-
neutral red dye. For these larvae, dye retention was sufficient to distin-
guish wild and hatchery-reared larvae. Poor dye retention for eggs and early
post yolk-sac larvae was recognized immediately upon coéllection, and a 5-
minute sample was subsequently collected with the plankton nets at Station D1
to estimate the background density of wild striped bass.

The expected number of fish in discharge collections, E(N;), was calculated
as follows:

E(Ng) = (NR) Vs
T
P
where
E(N;) = expected number of fish recovered
ﬁR = estimated total number of fish released
Vg = volume of discharge water sampled
Vp = volume of water pumped through the plant during sampling

Approximate 95 percent confidence limits for the expected number of fish
recovered were similarly calculated from the upper and lower 95 percent con-
fiderce limits for the total number released.

95 percent confidence limits for NR:

n standard deviation total volume
NR * t(.05, ne1) o of aliquot densit;es * of organisms
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Figure A-1. Stationary net sampling apparatus at Station D1 used during direct release
recovery efficiency experiments, Indian Point Generating Station, 1979,



where

t
n

Student's t value for & = 0.05 and (n-1) degrees of freedom
number of aliquots

Recovery efficiency at the two discharge stations was determined as the num-

ber of organisms recovered at each station divided by the number of organisms
that were expected to be recovered. To provide unbiased estimates for recov-
ery experiments in which background density was measured (eggs and early post
yolk-sac larvae), the density of fish recovered at each discharge station was

ac¢ justed. Adjustments were based on the average density of wild striped bass
in the background samples.

A.3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A.3.1 Direct Release Survival Experiments

A.3.1.1 Survival Proportions

4.3.1.1.1 Egg Survival and Initial Survival of Larvae

Survival proportions for striped bass eggs tested in direct release and asso-
ciated control experiments varied from 0.500 to 0.960 (Table A-1). Survival
proportions for eggs recovered at the discharge port (Station DP) during

both the Unit 2 and Unit 3 tests (0.500 and 0.651, respectively), were lower
than those for sampling controls at Station I3 (0,838), whereas highest sur-
vival was observed in the handling controls (0.960 for the Unit 2 tests and
0.930 for the Unit 3 tests).

Striped bass yolk-sac larvae, 2 to 3 days old were apparently more sensitive
to stresses associated with entrainment, sampling, and holding, since initial
survival proportions for all test groups were lower than those for eggs (Table
A-1)., Again, highest survival proportions occurred for the handling controls
(0.921 and 0.777 for the Unit 2 and Unit 3 tests, respectively). In contrast
to eggs, however, the survival proportion for yolk-sac larvae tested in the
sampling control (I3) was lower (0.064) than survival proportion for entrained
larvae recovered at the discharge port (DP) following the Unit 2 and Unit 3
releases (0.111 and 0.308, respectively).

Initial survival proportions for post yolk-sac larvae were substantially
higher than for yolk-sac larvae. Handling controls for all test groups
exhibited 100 percent survival (Table A-1). 1Initial survival for sampling
controls increased progressively from 0.763 to 0.980 as the larvae increased
in age and size. Survival of entrained larvae was 0.938 (Unit 3) and 0.455
(Unit 2) for the first test on 4 June, and 0.786 (Unit 3) and 0.571 (Unit 2)
for the second test on 11 June. The final test on 22 June was conducted only
at Unit 3 and only one initially alive larva was recovered.

Differences in survival proportions among tests (and thus among life stages)
and sampling stations were examined using three-way contingency analysis
(Sokal and Rohlf 1969) for the first four tests at each station. The final
test, conducted at Unit 3 only, was omitted because of low recovery (one
larva) at Station DP. The overall test of independence among test group
(1ife stage), station, and survival was highly significant, G = 277.1, with
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17 degrees of freedom (Table A-2). All three main factors were related,
i.e., test group X station, test group X survival, and station X survival
were all significant (¢ = 0,05). The interaction among the three factors was
also significant.

The significant interaction among factors (G = 29.4 with 6 degrees of free-
dom, Table A-2) occurred due to the extremely low survival of yolk-sac larvae
at the Unit 3 intake station (I3) (Figure A-2). For this life stage, sam-
pling stress in the rear-draw (intake) flume was apparently greater than the
combined effects of entrainment and sampling stress of the pumpless (dis-
charge) flume. Similar low survival for yolk-sac larvae at Station I3 was
observed for wild striped bass (Section 4.3.2.2.2) and for hatchery-reared
organisms tested in collection system calibration experiments (Appendix B).
The higher sampling stress associated with the rear-draw flume (Station I3)
apparently declined for older larvae since survival at Station I3 was inter-
mediate between the discharge samples for Unit 2 and Unit 3 for 14-day old
lzrvae, and higher than both discharge samples for 20-day old larvae. No
intiraction occurred between the discharge samples for Units 2 and 3 (Figure
A-2).

The lack of independence between test group and station, although highly sig-
nificant, G = 36.9 with 6 degrees of freedom, indicated only that organisms

were not randomly distributed among the test group X station combinations

(Table A-2). Station I3, the sampling control, always had approximately 100
organisms, whereas the discharge port collections (Station DP) always con-

tained fewer organisms. Since this lack of indpendence was, thus, artifi-
cially induced and the distribution of organisms among tests and stations was

not of interest, the G value was not partitioned to examine specific differences.

Lzck of independence between test groups, or life stages, and survival
accounted for most of the total significance. The G value for the test group
X survival was 201.3 with 3 degrees of freedom out of the total G value of
277.1 (Table A-2). Since 3 degrees of freedom were available, the G value
could, therefore, be partitioned. Since all three stations, i.e., DP for
Unit 2 tests, DP for Unit 3 tests, and the intake control (I3), exhibited °
similar low survival for yolk-sac larvae (Figure A-2), survival of this life
stage was compared to that of the other three test groups. This comparison
wzs highly significant and accounted for most of the significant G value
(188.4 with 1 degree of freedom, Table A-2) for the test group X survival
effect. Further partitioning was not conducted due to the three-way inter-
action and the inequality of sample sizes among stations.

Differences in survival across stations were significant (G = 9.52 with 2
degrees of freedom) but did not account for a large part of the overall lack
of independence (Table A-2). Since differences in survival across stations
provide the basis for entrainment survival estimates, the G value was parti-
tioned further. The interaction among sampling controls (Station I3) and the
discharge samples (Station DP) (Figure A-2) precluded any comparisons which
included the I3 samples. However, since there was no interaction between DP
samples for Unit 2 and Unit 3 tests, this comparison could be made. Differ-
ences in survival between DP collections for Units 2 and 3 were significant
(G = 8.0 with 1 degree of freedom) and thus accounted for most of the station
X survival effect. The significant difference in discharge survival between
Unit 2 and 3 tests may have been caused by different thermal exposure at the
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TABLE A-2 RESULTS OF THREE-WAY CONTINGENCY ANALYSIS FOR INDEPENDENCE

AMONG TEST GROUP, STATION, AND SURVIVAL FOR HATCHERY-REARED
STRIPED BASS RECOVERED IN DIRECT RELEASE SURVIVAL EXPERIMENTS
AT THE INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION, 1979

NOTE:

[ Ral
)
"on

Source dF G
Test group X station independence 6 36.7%#%
Test group X survival independence 3 201 ,0%%
2 vs. (1 +3 + 4) 1 188, y*#*
Station X survival independence 2 9.5%
DP2 vs. DP3 1 8.,0%*
Test group X station X survival 6 29 . 4%
interaction
Test group X station X survival 17 276 .5%%

independence

eggs (18 May)

yolk-sac larvae (22 May)

post yolk-sac larvae (4 June)
post yolk-sac larvae (11 June)

Test group |

(OS]
Hou un

Station DP2
DP3

discharge port sample for Unit 2 test
discharge port sample for Unit 3 test

degrees of freedom
test statistie
denotes p <0.05
denotes p <0.005



® Station 13 {Sampling Control)
O Station DP (Unit 2 Test)
© Station DP (Unit 3 Test)
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DP (Unit 3)
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'

Figure A-2. Initial survival proportions for hatchery-reared striped bass eggs and larvae recovered
in direct releass survival experiments, Indian Point Generating Station, 1979.




two units, resulting from varying generating levels, c¢irculating pump
operation, and longer transit time for Unit 2.

A.3.1.1.2 Comparison of Survival Proportion for Hatchery-Reared and
Wild Striped Bass

Direct release survival proportions for hatchery-reared striped bass were
compared to survival proportions for appropriate groups of wild striped bass
collected during the spring-summer entrainment survival study (Section
4,3,2.2.2) to determine whether survival was similar for hatchery and wild
fish. Egg survival was significantly higher (@ = 0.05) for hatchery-reared
eggs than for wild eggs for both intake and discharge collections (Table A-3).
Hatchery-reared egg survial proportions were 0.838 at the intake and 0.609

at Station DP for pooled Unit 2 and Unit 3 tests. Even though discharge
temperatures were similar, wild egg survival was only 0.455 at Station I3 and
0.333 at DP.

Initial survival proportions for hatchery-reared striped bass yolk-sac larvae
recovered in the direct release samples were significantly lower (o = 0.05)
than for their wild counterparts (Table A-3). Hatchery-reared yolk-sac lar-
vae exhibited survival proportions of only 0.064 and 0.227 at intake Station
I3 and discharge Station DP, respectively, whereas initial survival propor-
tions for wild yolk-sac larvae at these same stations were 0.515 and 0.586.
The lower initial survival for this life stage in direct release experiments
may have been due to the small size and narrow size range (4-6 mm) of the
test specimens. That is, in view of the direct relationship between survival
and size (Appendix B and EA 1978d, 1980b), this result would be expected
since wild larvae collected in entrainment survival samples exhibited a
greater progression of sizes (Appendix D, Table D-2). The occurrence of
larger, more stress resistant yolk-sac larvae in the river samples would

tend to affect higher initial survival proportions for these organisms.

In contrast, post yolk-sac larvae tested in direct release experiments sur-
vived better than wild post yolk-sac larvae. The initial survival propertion
for hatchery-reared fish was 0.897 at the intake (all temperatures), compared
to 0.741 for discharge temperatures of 29 C, and 0.773 for discharge tempera-
tures of 30 C (Table A-3). For wild striped bass post yolk-sac larvae, initial
survival was 0.500 a: intake Station I3, versus 0.630 and 0.701 at discharge
Station DP for temperatures less than 30 C, and between 30 and 32.9 C, respec-
tively. The lower survival for wild fish was significant (@ = 0.05) only at
the intake station, where, for these organisms, sampling stress imposed by the
rear-draw (intake) flume was apparently more severe than the combined effects
of entrainment and sample collection in the pumpless (intake) flume.

A.3.1.1.,2 Extended Survival Proportions

Survival of hatchery-reared striped bass determined initially to be alive or
stunned was monitored for 96 hours following sample collection to test for

the presence of latent effects due to entrainment. Low sample sizes (n <10
organisms) at the discharge port station (DP) precluded statistical analyses
for the majority of the direct release extended survival data (Tables A-4

and A-5). In cases where sample size was sufficient for analysis (n>10),
extended survival for handling controls and collection controls was similar.
Only 14- and 20-day old post yolk-sac larvae released at Unit 3 were collected

A-10




“60"0 = 0 7€ JUeSTJIudIS  (P)
*Tenbe 8 YSTJ PRJIESJ-AJdUDIEY puR PIIM JOJ TEAFAJTS jeyy
srsaylodiy T ayj Japun suof)J0doad TRATAJRS JETJWISSIP BJoW JO PIAJSEQO U] Buiuteiqo jJo £37rrqeqoad joexs €,43Usid (D)
paJaA0Dad deAJEl JO °"OU [E)0L -
Fuyq607 10 UOTI0A1100 J31J¥ A(SI1ETPIml] PaAddEqo IBAJEL PaUUMSE + IAFTE JO “oN T °eaJEl JoJ suotjaodoad yeayasng
pauanooad sH83 Jo ou 1H0L = 995 J40) suofjuodoad TeATAaN (a)
oy 96 UTUITA DOUDIEY JEUY §FF5 Jo ON - © J SUOT3 TeaTALng
-patood £ JJun pue 2 3TUN JOJ SUOTIOITTOD Jo/pue ejeq (E)
£25£°0 gLL O 22 ot .m».c Mm ¢.Mmmwm 1 senser
£6L2°0 thi o L2 62 0£9°0 F4 62>
(p)t000°0> L6g 0 LLz €e-0z 005°0 "9 ne-Ll €1 oes-y10k 3804
(p)9010°0 Lzz'0 2z 62> 985°0 62 6" 62> 4a
(p)1000° 0> h90°0 €6 L S15°0 99 we-L £1 aeate] OEE-HOX
(p)2100° 0 609°0 lg L2 EEE O RS Le-we da 5
(p)$000°0> gEY 0 SoL g 9S40 (¥4 gL-ft €1 33
novg Anvcoqagoaoum P33091 10D (0) sduey Aavccﬁagonoum pa3931100 () oBuey uoyleIg adels aJ11
JEATAJINS J QW YN aanjesadwa] 1 BAT AUNS J29quny admedadwal
(e)RHIHOLVH (e)d1IN

6,61 ‘NOILVIS DNILVHENAD
INIOd NVIGNI ‘SINIWINHAXH TVAIAMANS ASVITAY IOJYIA ONIUNA CAYIAOOIY SSVd TIdIHLS
AUV~ AYAHOIVH OGNV AGNIS TVAIANAS INIWNIVHING 4IWAOS-DNI¥JS FHI DNIUNA QIIIITIO0

SSYd dAdI¥IS QTIM J0 SADVIS FJIT XTMYE ¥0d SNOILYO4OHd TVAIAMNS TVILINI 40 NOSIHVIWOI €-v J14vl




*u0Yy109110) o4 8Buaeydosig = d4d
€I uojieag 3e ToJdquo) Buyrduwes = O§-¢Y
104qu0) Suytpuey = JH ¢ 4LON

*9xequUT oyj
3€ TBATAJNE popusiINe YlfM 9BJEYOSTP 243 38 [BATAans popudixa dJeduod ATTEOTASTIEIS 01 OATTE PIJOA0D3J 8usm (OL>) SUSTUEFUO M3J 00L (®)

Z2°05052°0 620500670 S2°07005°0 22°0F0GL°0 22°0706L°'0 22°030GL°0 20°030SL°0 (e)h ad

90" 0F8N9° 0 4O OFSHE' 0 €0°0F0E6°0 E£0°0F0E6°0 €0°0F0E6°0 EO"OFhh6'0 20" 0o¥2l6°o 1L 2s-€1

G0°0F065°0 KO°0F06L°0 £0°0F0£6°0 Z0°0F0L6°0 10°0F066°0 00°0¥000°1 00°0%000°1 ool oH (114 ssaae] vES-)0K 4804
22°05009°0 22°03009°0 @L°0F008°0 00°0F000°L 00°0F000°t 00°0F000°F 00°03000°% (e)5 dd

G0°0%9L9°0 GO'GFLGL°0 GO'O0FL6L°0 GO'OFLIQ 0 K0'079E8°0 EO°0¥2E6°0 N1L°0%986°0 hl 25-£1

G0'072hS"0 S0°0F949°0 HO'0F26L°0 €0°0FLL6'0 20°0%696°0 00°03000°t 0070700074 96 OH nt seaaey oes-y[oh 1804
00°07000°0 00°0%000°0 00°03000°0 00°0F000°0 0G°0¥000°0 0070300070 UV UTVOG'T ()i da

00°03000°0 00°0F000°0 00°0F000°0 6L°03EEE°0 617 0FEEE"0 6L O0FEEE"0 1270300570 (2)9 0S-E1

{0°G32L0°0 10°07210°0 S0'0¥HSE'0 E£O0°0F6E6°0  10°F9g6°0 00°0F000°L 00°07000° 1 28 on £-2 aeadel oRE-}[0OX

96 el T he 2l 9 £ SATTY Toajuo) (sheq) 2Fe3s 3JT11°
(SJ4nojy) uof3o3TIO0) J93Jy BuUY] *ON TBI3FUL  /UOTIEIS a8y

J0aJ3 pJepuelg | § 5UO0T31J0dOdd TBATAJING

6.61 "NOILVIS ONILVYANAD INIOd NVIANI ‘3MVINI 2 1INA HBL LV
A3SYATIY IVAHYT SSYd QAdIYILS JI¥VIY-XYIHOIVH 40 TVALAMAS JEANILXA JAZITVWHON h-V F18VL



popuajxs a3ejuf au3 YITM [BAfAUNS P3apudlxa

*(31s93 payyel-om) e ¢+3°1) uogjeoor Buyrdwes
ay) Japun suorjdodoud [EATAINS JBRTTWIES]P dJom IO

uo§39a110) 1404 @BJeyosiq = 4d
€1 uorjelg e ToJ43u0) w:u‘—QEﬁ.m. = Umlm_‘
Touajquo) Juyrpuel = OH TALON

*{eAfAJdns

93aeyoS P 9yl oaedwod AT[eOTISTIBIS 01 2AT[E PaJI2A0daJ 3Jam (01>) swstueduo maj 00L (q)
() NSTJ42}SE UR £q PIIOU BJB GO°Q = D B SIVUIIYJTP queoJIudig
8yl Jo juapuadapuy due deade] pedp pue BAIY Jo suoyjsodoad ayj jeyy sysayjodiy (nu
poAJasqe 8yj Bututejqo Jo ‘sasayjuaded up pajedipu} f£3115qeqoad 3553 30EBX3 SJ43YTIF (e)

00°03000°{ 00°03000°L 00°G3000°L 00°03000°t 00°03000°L 007030007l  0703000°1 (@ daa

60°05619°0 #0°05529°0 20°038h6°0 Z0°0F696°0 20°03696°0 20°03696°0 10°036L6°0 L6 Js-€¢1

10°0%920°0 90°0FLyL 0 {O"03L06°0 00°07000°1 00°0F000°L 00°03000°1 00°0F000°L s OH £€ oeAUET DEG-N[OX 1804
(+8120°)  (£g20°) (€88tL") (o60n*) (0608") (L16€°) (z8hl")

£1°05EL2°0 GL°OTGHS™ O 2170¥QL8°0 60°050L6°0 60°07016°0 60°030L6°0 0070300071 1 da

90°038h9°0 KO'0FSHB'O EOOFOEG 0 E0°070£6°0 £0°0F0E6°0 £0°07HR6°0 20°03ZL6°0 1L 28-€1

60°05025°0 £0°0§098°0 20°05046°0 10°03066°0 00°07000°L 00°03000°L 0070300071 oot JH 02 seaJeq oeg-yT10X 350d
(g2L0°) (098¢°) (Lsie) (£502°) (9t92") (inzt) (¥890°)

€1°05L9h°0 21°05299°0 11°0FEEL°0 11°0€EL°0 OL°03008°0 60°0FL98°0 60°0%198°1 11 da

60°039L9°0 G0°0%l5L°0 GO°03L6L°0 GO°07L18°0 H0°078€8°0 €0°032E£6°0 KL°0%986°0 i os-€1

60" 03465°0 S0"0FE99°0 G0'0FE69°0 G0°05E1L°0 40" 0F208°0 00°0%000°t 0070300071 iol oH hi seAde] OBG-HOX 3504

22°03620°0 22°05062°0 62°03006°0 $2°05005°0 G2°03006°0 G2'0%00G°0 S2°03005°0 (a)h da

00°03000°0 00°03000°0 00°05000°C 61 0zEEE°0 6L°03EEE"0 61 0FEEE" 0 1270700570 (q)? Js5-£1

20°070£0°0 4H0°036L1°0 KO'0¥208°0 £0°07LE6°D 2Z0°0FLG6°0 20°07096°0 00°0%000°1 Lot OH £-2 swAJe] OuG-}[O)

96 Z1l gn he 21 9 t SATTY Tonuo) (s4ed) sdeig 811
(6JN0}) UOT3O3TT0) J93Jy SWi] *ON [ETIfUI /uoflelg ady

e)

Joadg PpJepu€ls | 3 SU0f3IJ0doag TeATAdng

6161 'NOILYIS ONILVHANAD INIOd NVIANI ‘@IVINI € LINN HHI IV
dASYd134 FYAMVT SSvVH IAJINIS AIYVIAM~XYIHOLVH J0 TYAIANNS AIANIIXA AIZITVWHON G-V F18VL



in sufficient numbers to warrant statistical analysis between intake and
discharge extended survival proportions. Significant differences (o =
0.05) were detected in only 1 out of 14 comparisons, indicating comparable
extended survival among sampling control and experimental organisms.

A.3.1.2 Entrainment Survival Estimates

Unit-specific entrainment survival estimates were calculated for direct
release organisms only when initial survival proportions for the sampling
controls (Station I3) exceeded survival proportions for entrained organisms
collected at the discharge port (Station DP), and when sample size at each
station exceeded 10 organisms. These conditions occurred for tests involving
eggs at both units, 14-day old post yolk-sac larvae at Unit 2 only, and 20-
day old post yolk-sac larvae at Unit 3 only (Table A-6). Based on these
criteria, entrainment survival estimates for pooled data from both units were
calculated for all test groups except yolk-sac larvae.

Entrainment survivel estimates for eggs recovered at the discharge port
during direct relezse experiments were 59.7 percent for the Unit 2 tests,
77.7 percent for the Unit 3 tests, and 72.7 percent based on pooled data
from direct release at both units (Table A-6). The pooled estimate is
nearly identical to the estimate of entrainment survival for wild eggs
during two-unit operation (74 percent, Section 4.3.2.3.1), although initial
survival proportiors were much lower for wild eggs (Table A-3). These esti-
mates of entrainment survival should be accurate since differential sampling
stress in the two collection systems was not observed for eggs in the col-
lection system calibration experiments (Appendix B).

Entrainment survival was not estimated for hatchery-reared yolk-sac larvae
used in the direct release experiments because survival for organisms exposed
to sampling effects only at intake Station I3 (rear-draw flume) was lower than
for organisms recovered at discharge station DP (pumpless flume) following
entrainment. Differences in survival between intake (control) and discharge
stations, caused by differential gear effects on this life stage for the two
collection systems (Appendix A), were similarly observed for wild yolk-sac
larvae (Section 4.3.2.2.2). However, based on the apparent greater sensi-
tivity of yolk-sac larvae to various stresses, as demonstrated in both the
direct release and wild experiments, it is likely that entrainment survival
for these larvae iz lower than for other striped bass early life stages.

Entrainment survival estimates for 1l4-day old post yolk-sac larvae were

59.5 percent for the Unit 2 release, and 96.9 percent for release data pooled
for both units (Table A-6). These estimates, however, are likely to be
biased high as indicated by the high initial survival proportion for Unit 3
discharge port samples (0.938) when compared to the sampling control survival
proportion (0.765). More reliable estimates of entrainment survival can be
calculated if true sampling survival is assumed to be between 0.938 (the
observed initial survival proportion at DP for the Unit 3 test) and 1.0.

Then entrainment survival for Unit 2 would be estimated to be between 45.5
and 48.5 percent, Unit 3 entrainment survival would be between 93.8 and

100 percent, and entrainment survival pocled for both units would be between
74.1 and 79.0 percent.
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For 20-day old post volk-sac larvae, entrainment survival estimates based on
direct release experiments were 82.0 percent for Unit 3 and 74.5 percent for
both units combined (Table A-6). The high initial survival proportion of the
sampling control at Station I3 (0.959) indicated that sampling stress at the
intake station was not severe, thus bias in entrainment survival, if present,
was expected to be minimal. However, these larvae were within the size range
found to be affected by sampling stress at the intake station, i.e., less
than 11 mm (Appendix B). The likely range for entrainment survival at Unit 3
could thus be considered to be between 78.6 percent (assuming Py = 1.0) and
82.0 percent (assuming Py = 0.959, the observed survival proportion at Sta-
tion I3). Similarly, entrainment survival for both units combined would be
between 71.4 and T4.% percent.

A.3.2 Direct Release Recovery Experiments

Recovery efficiency based on direct release of hatchery-reared organisms in
1979 ranged from O to 106 percent (Table A-7). Recovery of eggs ranged from
31 to 84 percent of the expected number, yolk-sac larvae from 19 to 62 per-
cent, and post yolk-sac larvae from 0 to 106 percent. As in similar experi-
ments conducted in 1977 and 1978 (EA 1978a, 1979a), estimates of recovery

efficiency were highly variable, although extremely high values did not occur
in 1979.

For the Unit 2 experiments, which employed stationary nets (Station D1), as
well as the plankton sampling flume (Station DP), for organism recovery,
recovery efficiency was higher in the net samples than in the flume samples
(Table A-7). Efficiency values for nets ranged from 49 to 84 percent whereas
efficiency values for flume samples ranged from 0 to 53 percent.

Recovery efficiency for the pumpless flume was generally similar for the

Unit 2 and Unit 3 releases (Table A-7). The largest difference between tests
at the two units was 42 percent (yolk-sac larvae). Recovery efficiencies

for eggs released at Unit 2 and Unit 3 differed by only 5 percent. For post
yolk-sac larvae, recovery efficiencies between the two units differed by

33 percent for 13- to 15-day old larvae, and 3 percent for 20-day old larvae,
based on collections made with the pumpless flume. Recovery efficiencies

for the two tests conducted at Unit 3 using 32- to 33-day old post yolk-sac
larvae varied by 18 percent.

The extremely large variation in recovery efficiency estimates both within

and between years (1977 to 1979) makes statistical analyses and interpretation
of these data difficult. That is, real differences in recovery efficiency
which may exist between life stages or units are masked by variations inher-
ent in the sampling methods and procedures. Thus, any mathematical attempt

to relate recovery efficiency to some other variable would probably explain
only a small amount of the total variation.

The high variability in recovery efficiency may be caused by the interaction
between non-uniform distribution of organisms and the volume of water sampled.
If organisms are distributed uniformly within the effluent water each sample
will collect organisms in direct proportion to the volume strained. In this
situation, a large sample is no more accurate, or precise, than a small sam-~
ple. However, if organisms are randomly distributed, variation will occur

in sample densities. If samples are small, i.e., the expected number of

A-16
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organisms to be captured is small based on the true mean density and the
volume sampled, variation in density estimates will be high. If organisms
are patchily distributed, however, as is often the case for ichthyoplankton,
then small samples, which have small expected numbers of recaptures, will

be even more variable and in a high proportion of the time will result in
an underestimate of the true mean density.

Although a great deal of mixing occurs after water passes through the condens-
ers, it is unlikely that it would be sufficient to randomize the distributions
of organisms that were extremely patchy upon entering the intake. Mixing
could, however, be sufficient to eliminate stratification, i.e., systematic
non-randomness, thus providing unbiased sampling at any point within the
discharge canal if samples are large enough to effectively average densities
over dense and sparse patches. Consequently, large samples which have high
expected numbers of recoveries, will have relatively less variation than

small samples which have small expected values.

Results of recovery efficiency experiments over the last three years illus-
trate the affect of expected recoveries on variability. The set of estimates
with the smallest mean expected number of recoveries, 17.5 (DP samples for
Unit 3 in 1978) had the highest standard error of the recovery efficiency
estimate, 36.4 percent (Table A-8). Conversely, the set with the highest
expected recoveries, 2900 for D1 net collections for Unit 2 in 1979, had the
smallest standard error, 7.9 percent.

The 1979 test results were improved over those obtained in 1977 and 1978
insofar as reducing inherent variation in recovery efficiency estimates.

The nets allowed a much larger volume to be sampled, which increased the
number of expected recoveries approximately two orders of magnitude above
the flume samples. Estimates based on flume samples were also less variable
(Table A-8) than in previous years due to the higher expected number of
reccveries than in previous years.

The consistently low (i.e., less than 100 percent) recovery efficiency
estimates produced from the net samples in 1979 could be the result of a
systematic bias in the net data. One factor which could cause such a bias
is extrusion of organisms through the mesh of the sampling nets. O'Connor
and Schaffer (1977) reported net retention for early life stages of striped
bass in nets of the same mesh size to be between 89 and 98 percent. The
retention of each life stage indicated by these authors is similar to the
trend in recovery efficiency seen in this study (Figure A-3). Although net
retention reported by O'Connor and Schaffer (1977) was higher than recovery
efficiency observed in the 1979 direct release experiments, several reasons
exist for possible increased extrusion in this study. First, O'Connor and
Schaffer used a variety of velocity reduction cones whereas none were used
in this study. Thus, even though water velocities for the two studies may
have been comparable, through-net velocities could have been higher for the
1979 direct release recovery experiments. Second, the organisms used in the
present study were dead for several hours before testing, whereas O'Connor
and Schaffer tested predominantly live organisms. Fish eggs and larvae
decompose rapidly after death if not preserved, thus, extrusion through the
mesh may be higher than for live organisms. This could also explain the
generally lower recovery efficiency estimates for 1979 tests compared to
those conducted in 1977 and 1978 which used live organisms. Moreover, the
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Figure A-3. Net retention {O’Connor and Schaffer 1977) and recovery efficiency in net samples
of early life stages of hatchery-reared striped bass, Indian Point Generating Station, 1979.



highest recovery efficiencies in 1979 (106 and 88 percent) both occurred for
the final experiment. These organisms were larger than for any other expe-
riment (9 to 15 mm) and additionally were preserved before the test. Both
of these factors would decrease the possibility of net extrusion or damage
during passage through the plant.

To obtain precise estimates of recovery efficiency, inherent variability of
the sampling methods and procedures must be reduced as much as possible.
Large numbers of hatchery-reared organisms should be used so that expected
numbers of recoveries are as large as possible. As a further step toward
high expected recoveries, only high volume sampling gear (e.g., nets) should
be used. Flume samples are too small to sufficiently average over the patchy
distribution of test organisms. Finally, to eliminate variation due to
background density of wild organisms and extrusion of decaying organisms
through the net mesh, only dyed preserved organisms should be used.
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APPENDIX B: COLLECTION SYSTEM CALIBRATION STUDY

B.1 INTRODUCTION

Survival estimates for ichthyoplankton entrained through the cooling water sys-
tem of the Indian Point Generating Station are calculated from the proportions
of organisms that survive collection at the intake (control) and discharge
sampling stations (Section 4.2.3.2). A eritical assumption of this method

is that mortality due to sampling, i.e., gear-induced, is identical for the
intake and discharge collection systems. This study was designed to test

this assumption relative to the rear-draw plankton sampling flume used at the
Unit 3 intake (Station I3) and the pumpless plankton sampling flume used at
the discharge port (Station DP) during the 1979 spring-summer entrainment
survival study. Hatchery-reared striped bass were used in these experiments
to allow greater control of factors (e.g., organism age and size) which may
affect susceptibility to sampling stress.

B.2 METHODS

B.2.1 Field and.Laboratory Procedures

Collection system calibration tests utilized striped bass eggs and larvae
obtained from the Con Edison hatchery facility at Verplanck, New York, oper-
ated by Texas Instruments Incorporated. After arrival from the hatchery,
the test organisms were acclimated to ambient river water. Eggs were accli-
mated over a 10-minute period, whereas larvae were acclimated for 2-5 hours.
Experiments were conducted by releasing approximately 100 striped-bass eggs
or larvae into each sampling flume and collecting them at the end of a
15-minute test period. Two tests were conducted for each flume with eggs,
three with yolk-sac larvae, and four with post yolk-sac larvae.

Gear operating procedures applied during the collection system calibration
tests were the same as those for entrainment survival sampling (Section
4,2.1.2), except that organisms were introduced just above the inlets of

the sampling flumes at the beginning of each test period. After retrieving
the test organisms from the flume, the number of live and dead striped bass
recovered was determined to assess initial survival. All striped bass ichthyo-
plankton recovered alive were maintained at the onsite laboratory for 96 hours
to asseas extended survival. For eggs, the proportion surviving to hatch

(up to 96 hours) was determined.

Controls were conducted concurrently with each release to assess handling and
thermal effects. At the beginning of each calibration test, approximately
100 larvae were placed in transportation containers filled with ambient water
from the intake flume (I3 handling control), ambient water from the discharge
flume (DP handling control), and discharge water at the discharge flume (pP
thermal control). Control organisms remained in these containers during the
15-minute test period, and were transported with the experimental fish to the
onsite laboratory at the end of the test. Survival of control organisms was

observed immediately after testing and was monitored for up to 96 hours in
the same manner as experimental organisms.




B.2.2 Analytical Procedures

Analyses were designed to detect differences in initial and extended survival
for striped bass collected in the rear-draw and pumpless sampling flumes.
Additionally, survival data were used to quantitatively estimate the magni-
tude of gear-induced mortality for the two systems.

B.2.2.1 Survival Proportions

Consistent with entrainment survival analyses for river ichthyoplankton
(Section 4.2.3.1), the survival of striped bass eggs released into the intake
and discharge collection systems during calibration experiments was based on
the proportion of eggs that hatched within 96 hours. That is,

P or Pp = No. of eggs that hatched within 96 hours
Total no. of eggs recovered

where:
P1 = proportion surviving at the intake (Station I3)
Py = proportion surviving at the discharge (Station DP)

This proportion takes both initial and latent effects into account, and is

appropriate for eggs because of the difficulty in visually determining the
live versus dead condition.

For yolk-sac and post yolk-sac larvae, the initial proportion of organisms

surviving collection in the intake or discharge sampling gear was determined
as:

No. of alive and stunned larvae observed
Pr or Pp = immediately after collection
Total no. of larvae recovered

Extended survival data were examined to determine if mortality occurred
beyond the initial survival cbservation and to detect differences between
experimental and control tests. Survival was normalized by calculating sur-
vival proportions for each extended survival observation on the basis of the
initial rnumber of live and stunned fish. Fisher's exact test (Sokal and
Rohlf 1969) was used to test for differences (@ = .05) between extended sur-
vival proporticns at each observation period for gear used at the intake and
discharge. Because of the multiple tests and subsequent increased probabil-
ity of Type I error on an experiment-wide basis, the only cases considered
to be biologically significant were those where survival proportions were
significantly different in the same direction for three consecutive latent
effects observation periods.

B.2.2.2 Determination of Gear Effects

To isclate gear effects at each station, mortality caused by handling and
thermal effects was factored aut of the egg survival proportions and initial
survival proportions for larvae according to the following equations:

B-2




Entrainment survival (S,) can be estimated as

- Pp
Seg(%) = 5 x 100 (1

However, Pp and PI can be factored into the following components:

Pp = (Pgp * Pe) (2)

P = Pgr (3)
where:

PSD = proportion of organisms surviving sampling at the discharge

PSI = proportion of organisms surviving sampling at the intake

Pe = proportion of organisms surviving entrainment

Substituting Equations (2) and (3) into (1) gives:

Se3) - Fp . (Psp » Pg) (4)
100 Pp Ps1
Thus, Sg = (Pg x 100%) only if Pgp = Pgy

The individual components of (PSD * Pg) cannot be estimated from standard
sampling; therefore, hatchery-reared fish were used to estimate PSD and Pgr
directly and to test the hypothesis that Pgy = Pgp. However, because han-
dling of the test organisms, as well as elevated water temperatures at the
discharge station, induces additional stress, Pgp and Pgy must be further
divided into components:

PSD = P{gd} . Ph . Pt (6)

where:

P{g} = probability of surviving the stress of the sampling gear; "i"
denotes the gear at the intake and "d" denotes the gear at the
discharge

Ph = proportion of organisms that survive handling
Pt = proportion of organisms that survive thermal stress associated
with sampling
Then
P{gi} = Psr (7
Py
P
and Plgq} = —SD__ (8)
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To incorporate these gear effects into entrainment survival estimates:

Se(3) . Psp * Po) , Pgy _ (Pgp * Po) | Plg;} « Py (9)

If the thermal stress associated with sampling at the discharge station can
be assumed to be similar to that experienced by unsampled entrained organ-
isms, i.e., stress within the thermal plume, then P, can be considered a
component of S, and Equation (9) reduces to:

P P{g;}
Sal( =_D. 1 * 100 (10)
e(#) Pr Plgdf

Gear effects, once isolated as in Equations (7) and (8), were tested for

significance using a chi-square (X°) test (Sokal and Rohlf 1969). The ratio

of gear effects, as presented in Equation (10), served as an indicator of

the comparability, or difference, in sampling stresses between the rear-draw

(intake) and pumpless (discharge) flume systems. If sampling stresses for

the two gears are approximately equal for a given life stage, the ratio

P{gi}/P{gd} will be near 1.0, However, if sampling stress is greater in the

rear-draw flume (Station I3), the ratio will be less than 1.0. '

Conversely, if sampling stress is greater in the pumpless flume (Station DP),
the ratio will be greater than unity.

B.3 RESULTS

B.3.1 Initial Survival

Calibration tests for striped bass eggs indicated high survival proportions

(>0.810) for both the control and experimental groups, based on hatching suc- m
cess (Table B-1). Survival of eggs exposed to the pumpless sampling flume at

the discharge port (Station DP) ranged from 0.810 to 0.907, whereas the sur-
vival of eggs in the rear-draw sampling flume at the Unit 3 intake (Station
I3) varied from 0.828 to 0.934. Pooled striped bass egg survival exceeded "

85 percent for both intake and discharge gear (Table B-2). The intake and
discharge gear effects (P{g}) on eggs were small but highly significant
(Table B-2). However, gear effects on striped bass eggs were almost identi-
cal for the rear-draw and pumpless flumes (P{g;}/P{gq} = 1.036), indicating
essentially no difference in sampling stresses between intake and discharge
stations.

Initial survival of 2- to 3-day-old striped bass yolk-sac larvae for the
intake and discharge gear was variable and generally lower than survival for
eggs (Table B-1). Frobability of surviving sampling was only 0.236 at the
intake flume and 0.539 at the discharge flume (Table B-2). These probabili- h
ties represent statistically significant gear effects and the resultant ratio \
of gear effects was 0.438. Since equal gear effects would produce a ratio of

1.0, these results indicate greater sampling stress in the rear-draw (intake)

flume than in the pumpless (discharge) flume for this life stage. '

Gear effects analyses for all striped bass post yolk-sac larvae tested (14235
days o0ld) indicated considerably higher probabilities of surviving sampling
stresses associated with the rear-draw and pumpless sampling flumes (0.927 l
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and 0.998, respectively) than were determined for yolk-sac larvae (Table B-2).
In addition, the difference in sampling stress between the two gears was much
less pronounced, as indicated by the P{gi}/P{gd} ratio of 0,929. The gear
effect for the rear-draw flume at intake Station I3 was statistically signifi-
cant (& = 0,05), whereas the gear effect for the pumpless flume at discharge
Station DP was not.

In view of the apparent greater susceptibility of smaller larvae to sampling
stresses, and the previously documented relationship between age (size) and
survival (EA 19784, 1980b), gear effects were also analyzed for post yolk-
sac larvae grouped by age categories (Table B-2). Results of these analyses
indicated gear effects for early post yolk-sac larvae (14 to 20 days old) of
0.852 at the intake flume (significant at @ = 0.05) and 1.02 at the discharge
flume (not significant). The ratio of gear effects (P{g; }/P{g }) for this
age group was 0.835, indicating higher sampling stress associa ed with the
rear~draw (intake) flume. For late post yolk-sac larvae (33 to 35 days old),
the probability of surviving sampling stress in the intake and discharge
flumes was estimated as 0.992 and 0.974, respectively. Neither value was
significant at @ = 0,05, and the resultant ratio of gear effects was 1,018,
indicating negligible, as well as comparable, sampling effects associated
with the two collection systems. These results, therefore, demonstrate that
gear effects for striped bass larvae are related to age (size), and that the
greater susceptibility to sampling stresses of the rear-draw (intake) flume
system decreases as age increases.

To further examine the relationship between gear effect and size, experimen-
tal and control survival associated with the intake and discharge stations
were analyzed in terms of 1-mm length groups. The difference between gear
effect for the intake and discharge flumes was greatest for the smallest
larvae (5.0 to 6.9 mm) and decreased as larval size increased (Table B-3

and Figure B-1). Larvae larger than 11 mm showed little or no reduction

in survival attributable to the sampling gear, and there was essentially

no difference in gear effect for the intake and discharge flumes.

3.3.2 Extended Survival

Extended survival (up to 96 hours after collection) was generally similar for
larvae collected in the intake and discharge sampling gears. Survival of
yolk-sac larvae at 96 hours was 0.189 for those collected in the rear-draw
(intake) flume and 0.271 for those collected at the pumpless (discharge)
flume (Table B-4). None of the extended survival values were significantly
different at @ = 0.05 (Table B-U4) based on a two-tailed Fisher's exact test.

Extended survival of early post yolk-sac larvae was greater than for yolk-sac
larvae. Again, 96-hour survival proportions were similar for fish tested in
both sampling gear (0.662 and 0.637 for intake and discharge gear, respectively)
(Table B-l4). Proportions surviving at the discharge flume were significantly
higher at 6 and 12 hours, but not for earlier or later time periods, therefore
extended survival was considered comparable,

Extended survival of late post yolk-sac larvae was 0.692 and 0.578 at the

intake and discharge sampling flumes, respectively, about equal to that of
early post yolk-sac larvae (Table B-4), Significant differences in survival

B-9
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Probability of Surviving Sampling Stress

*—e P{gi}
O0—0 P{gy4}

VANRLIEAVEIT:

T T T T T T T T Y T T T
55 65 7.5 85 95 105 1156 125 135 145 155 165

Midpoint of Length interval {(mm)

Figure B-1. Gear effects and ratio of gear effects for hatchery-reared striped bass
larvae (5.0 to 16.9 mm total length) tested during the coilection system
calibration study, indian Point Generating Station, 1979.
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(a = 0.05) appeared at 72 and 96 hours when survival of larvae in intake
samples exceeded that of discharge samples.

B.4 DISCUSSION

The collection system calibration study indicated that there is a definite
reduction in survival of eggs and larvae associated with sampling stress.
This gear effect, P{g}, was seen for both collection systems and was most
severe for yolk-sac larvae. Eggs and early post yolk-sac larvae were less
affected and no significant gear effect was apparent for late post yolk-sac
larvae,

Differences in gear effect between the two collection systems were also appar-
ent, with the rear-draw (intake) flume generally having a more severe effect
than the pumpless (discharge) flume. Ratios of gear effects (P{g;}/P{g4}),
were 1,036 for eggs, 0.438 for yolk-sac larvae, 0.835 for early post yolk-sac
larvae (14 to 20 days old), and 1.018 for late post yolk-sac larvae (33 to 35
days o0ld). The nearness to 1.0 of the ratios for eggs and late post yolk-sac
larvae indicates that gear effects associated with the pumpless and rear-draw
flumes were essentially equal for these life stages.

Analysis of gear effects as a function of larval size indicated that larvae
5 to 11 mm long are the most sensitive to sampling stress. At this size the
rear-draw flume was noticeably more severe than the pumpless flume system.
Larvae larger than 11 mm were apparently more resistant to sampling stress
since neither flume system appeared to affect their survival.

The differential gear effects were primarily manifested in the initial sur-
vival values as extended survival was generally similar for both samplers.
Four of 21 tests for differences in extended survival were significant at

a = 0.05, but no consistent pattern was apparent. The two cases of signifi-
cant differences for early post yolk-sac larvae indicated greater survival

of fish collected in the pumpless sampling flume used at discharge Station DP.
This could reflect a latent component of the more severe sampling stress for
the rear-draw flume (Station I3). For late post yolk~sac larvae, significant
differences occurred in the opposite direction; i.e., fish collected in the
pumpless flume (discharge) exhibited higher mortality. This may have been
caused by the disappearance of the gear effects, as noted with initial sur-
vival, and the influence of thermal stress which occurs at the discharge.

B-13



APPENDIX C

SAMPLING GEAR SPECIFICATIONS AND
ASSOCIATED SAMPLING CONDITIONS,
INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION
ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL STUDIES, 1979
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TABLE C-3 SAMPLING GEAR SPECIFICATICONS AND ASSOCIATED SAMPLING
CONDITICNS FOR THE SPRING~SUMMER (STRIPED BASS,
WHITE PERCH, HERRING, AND ANCHOVY) ENTRAINMENT
SURVIVAL STUDY, INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION,
30 APRIL - 14 AUGUST 1979

Ccllection device

Depth of removal ()

Collection device
intake diameter

Elevation of collection
device with respect
to water surface'b

Length of tubing from
point of removal to
collection device

Flow rate

Duration of sample(d)
(min)

Volume sampled per
collection

Orientation of tubing

relative to water
flow

Station

13

Floating, rear-draw

plankton sampling flume

2 m (6.6 ft) from
30 April-11 May;

3.7 m (12,0 ft) from

15 May-14 August

15.2 em (6 in.)

~0.6 m (-2 ft)
Floating

1.3 m (47 ft)

550-1,250 1/min
(145-330 gpm)

13=17

8.4-17.9 m3
(2,219-4,729 gal)

Horizontally, facing

the current

DP

Floating, pumpless
plankton sampling
flume

3.6 m (12.0 ft)

15.2 em (6 in.)

0.0 m (0 ft)
Floating

10.7 m (35 ft)

250-1,300 1/min(¢’
(66-344 gpm)

15-16
3.7-19.8 m3
(980-5,231 gal)

Horizontally, fac-
ing the current

(a) Depth of removal refers to the measurements from sample depth to the
water surface at mean low water.

(b) Elevation of collection device refers to the height of the bottom of
the collection device (flume) relative to the water surface.

(¢) The Signet flowmeter used at Station DP measured total volume sampled.
Flow rates were estimated by dividing the volume sampled by the
elapsed time of the sample.

(d) Standard sampling duration was 15 minutes, however, equipment diffi-
culties infrequently resulted in slightly shorter or longer sampling
times. Samples were considered valid, according to standard operating
procedures, if sampling duration did not exceed the range of 13 to 17

minutes,
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LENGTH FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTICNS FOR
ATLANTIC TOMCOD, STRIPED BASS, WHITE PERCH
HERRINGS (CLUPEIDAE), AND ANCHOVIES (ENGRAULIDAE)
COLLECTED DURING ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL STUDIES,
INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION, 1979
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TABLE D-2 LENGTH FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION BY SAMPLING WEEK FOR STRIPED BASS COLLECTED AT

STATIONS I-3 AND DP DURING THE SPRING-SUMMER ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL STUDY,

INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION, 1979

Length Intervals (mm)

8.0-

Standard

Mean

Range (um){a)

Min

6.0~ 10.0- 12.0- 14.0- 16.0-
7.9 17

§.0-
5.9

0.0-

Deviation

. of
Fish

No

Max

Med

Length

18.0+

-9

15.9

13.9

11.9

9.9

(mm ) 3.9

(mn )

Week of

Station I3

0.0
4.0

0.0
4.0

0.0
0.0

Q

30 APR

T MAY
15 MAY
21 MAY

0.0

h.0

f

(=)
r~—

6.0

]

o

-~

@<

]
5.7

17

(=]
<«

6.0

h.o
5.0

19
17

L]

1.0
1.0
1.6

31 MAY
T JUN
14 JUN
18 JUN
25 JUN

9.0

6.0
6.5
8.0

10.0

24

9.0
12.0

4.0
5.0
10.0

6.7
7.9

10.0

20

21

L]

10.0

6.0

5 JUuL

9.0 9.0

9.0
0.0

9.0

9 JuL
16 JUL
23 Jul,

0.0

0.0

0.0
0.0

0.0

30 JUL

0.0 0.0

0.0

7 AUG
13 AUG

Station DP

0.0

0.0
5.0

0.0
5.0
6.0
5.0
h.0

0.0

30 APR

5.0
7.0

5.0

T MAY
15 MAY
24 MAY

6.0
6.0

0.5

6.3
6.3

8.0
8.0

1.2
0.8

6.0

2

30
17
23

9

1
6.4
7.8
8.5

13.0

Ch]

31 MAY

6.0
7.0
9.0
13.0

5.0
5.0

25
39

7 JUN
1 JUN
18 JUN
25 JUN

11.0

5.0
13.0

12

17

1.6

13.0

1

0.0

0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0

0.0

S JUL
9 JUL
16 JUL
23 JuL
30 JUL

0

9.0
0.0

9.0

9.0
0.0

9.0

0.0
0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0
0.0

0.0

o]

7 AUG
13 AUG

0.0

0.0

greatest length.

Max =

= median length;

Med

= shortest length;

Min

(a)




e X

Range (mum){@)

18.04+ n

16.0-
17.9

14.0-
15.9

12.0-
13.9

11.9

Length Intervals (mm)
10.0-

{mm)

Standard
Deviation

Mean
(iom)

STATIONS I3 AND DP DURING THE SPRING-SUMMER ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL STUDY,
Length

INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION, 1979

of
Fish

TABLE D-3 LENGTH FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION BY SAMPLING WEEK FOR WHITE PERCH COLLECTED AT
No.

Station 13

Week of
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Med Max

Range (mm) (2)
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18.0+

16.0-
17.9

15,0~
5.9

12.0~
13.9

11.9

Length Intervals (mm)
10.0-

0-
9

[
3

(mm)

Standard
Deviation

Mean
Length
(mm)

of
Fish

STATIONS I3 AND DP DURING THE SPRING-SUMMER ENTRAINMENT SURVIVAL STUDY,

INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION, 1979

No.

Week of
Station I3
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TABLE D-5 LENGTH FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION BY SAMPLING WEEK FOR ANCHOVIES (ENGRAULIDAE)

COLLECTED AT STATIONS I3 AND DP DURING THE SPRING-SUMMER ENTRAINMENT

SURVIVAL STUDY, INDIAN POINT GENERATING STATION, 1979

Length Intervals (mm)

Standard

Mean
Length
(e )

Range (um)(3)
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18.0+
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12.0- 1.0~
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No. of
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APPENDIX E

PROCEDURES FOR THE LIFE STAGE
APPORTIONMENT OF ATLANTIC TOMCOD LARVAE



APPENDIX E: PROCEDURES FOR THE LIFE STAGE APPORTIONMENT
OF ATLANTIC TOMCOD LARVAE

E.1 INTRODUCTION

The differentiation of larval fishes by life stage (e.g., yolk-sac and post
yolk-sac larvae) provides a means by which larvae of varying sizes and ages
can be distinguished. In reality, development is a continuous process and
thus, during certain phases of development, life stage determination is diffi-
cult., That is, the change or transformation from one life stage to the next
is gradual rather than abrupt. In spring and summer spawning fishes, early
life stages occur at relatively warm temperatures and development is rapid;
consequently, the period during which larvae are difficult to identify to
life stage is short. However, in winter spawning species, development occurs
more slowly and larvae take longer to transform from one life stage to the
next. For these species (e.g., Atlantic tomecod), a larger proportion of the
larvae will exhibit some characteristics of both the yolk-sac and post yolke
sac larval stages. In such cases, life stage cannot be determined with
certainty by visual examination.

E.2 LIFE STAGE IDENTIFICATION AND APPORTIONMENT PROCEDURES

The criteria used to classify Atlantic tomcod larvae as yolk-sac larvae
include the occurrence of (1) a distinet yolk-sac or an incomplete diges-~
tive tract with no food in the gut, and (2) a continuous, nondifferentiated
median finfold. Post yolk-sac larvae, in contrast, are characterized by

(1) presence of food in the gut, indicating a functional digestive tract, and
(2) differentiation of the median finfold. Confusion as to life stage may
occur when larvae have absorbed the yolk-sac, but contain no food in the gut
and/or have a frayed or incomplete median finfold. When an overlap in mor-
phological characteristics prevented conclusive identification of Atlantie
tomcod larvae to life stage, larvae were assigned to either the yolk-sac or
post yolk-sac larval category based on the relative frequencies of larvae

that could be visually identified to life stage. Specific steps in this
procedure were as follows:

Step 1: Array the fish collected at each station by life stage and by 1.0 mm
length intervals.

Step 2: Establish frequency of occurrence (percent) of known yolk-sac and
post yolk-sac larvae at each length interval.

Step 3: Apportion the measured Atlantic tomcod not identified to life stage
in each length interval using the proportions of known yolk-sac and
post yolk-sac larvae found in that length interval.

Step 4: Unmeasured Atlantic tomcod not identified to life stage may be
apportioned by either of two procedures based on the length distribu-
tion of the measured Atlantic tomcod not identified to life stage.

Option A - If the measured Atlantic tomcod not identified to life
stage show a clumped length distribution (i.e., 75 per=-
cent or more of the individuals collected at a station

E-2



Step 5:

Option B -~

occur within one length interval), apportion the un-
measured Atlantic tomcod not identified to life stage
according to the percentage of each known life stage
within the particular length interval that is the
focus of the clumping.

If the measured Atlantic tomcod not classified to life
stage do not show a clumped length distribution, or too
few were collected to determine the presence of a clumped
length distribution, apportion according to the percent-
age of all Atlantic tomcod collected that are classified
to each life stage. The apportioned number of measured
Atlantic tomcod not identified to life stage should be
added to each life stage for this calculation.

Assign undifferentiated larvae to life stage. The first ocurring
individuals at a station should be assigned as yolk-sac larvae and
the later occurring individuals should be assigned as post yolk-sac
larvae in accordance with the apportioned numbers determined in

E-3
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