
 
 
 
 November 14, 2008 
 
 
John C. Butler 
Director, Safety Focused Regulation 
Nuclear Generation Division 
Nuclear Energy Institute 
1776 I St NW, Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20006-3708 
 
 
SUBJECT:  INDUSTRY COMMENTS ON VOLUME 1 OF THE RISK ASSESSMENT OF 

OPERATIONAL EVENTS HANDBOOK (REVISION 1.01) 
 
Dear Mr. Butler: 
 
This letter is to acknowledge receipt of the Nuclear Energy Institute’s (NEI’s) letter dated June 
24, 2008, to the NRC.  This letter provided NEI and industry comments on Volume 1 of the Risk 
Assessment of Operational Events Handbook (Revision 1.01), hereafter referred to as the Risk 
Assessment Standardization Project (RASP) Handbook. 
 
NRC staff conducted a Category 2 public meeting on September 18, 2008, with you and other 
NEI and industry representatives to consider industry comments on the RASP Handbook 
guidance. NRC staff provided clarifications on the NRC process for significance determination of 
licensee performance issues.  NRC staff re-iterated that the Commission’s expectations are to 
seek realistic assessments in the implementation of the Reactor Oversight Process.   
 
During that public meeting, NEI representatives stated that they would provide a tabular 
summary of detailed comments on Revision 1.01 of the RASP Handbook for NRC staff to help 
review and appropriately disposition each of the industry-provided comments.  NRC staff will 
provide a written response to NEI and industry representatives on comments provided on the 
RASP Handbook guidance and methods no later than January 16, 2009, if the NRC receives the 
tabular summary of detailed comments by November 26, 2008. 
 
Please contact me or See-Meng Wong of the NRC staff (See-Meng.Wong@nrc.gov,  
(301) 415-1125) if you have any questions regarding this subject. 
 

Sincerely, 
        
        
         /RA/ 
        

Mark A. Cunningham, Director 
Division of Risk Assessment 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
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