November 07, 2008

ALL STATES AND STATE LIAISON OFFICERS

AVAILABILITY OF FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING RADIUM-226
(FSME-08-082)

Purpose: To inform you of the availability of “Frequently Asked Questions Regarding
Radium-226.”

Discussion: The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission amended its regulations to include
jurisdiction over certain radium sources, accelerator-produced radioactive materials, and certain
naturally occurring radioactive material, (collectively known as NARM) as required by the
Energy Policy Act of 2005 (EPAct), which was signed into law on August 8, 2005. The final rule
for this activity was noticed in the Federal Register on October 1, 2008, “Requirements for
Expanded Definition of Byproduct Material (NARM rule).

As part of the staff’s effort on this rule, the staff developed a set of frequently asked questions
(FAQs) for radium-226. The purpose of the FAQs is to provide a set of questions and answers
for the general public and stakeholders who might have questions regarding NRC’s new
authority to regulate discrete sources of radium-226. The questions are intended to be broad
and address certain aspects of the NARM rule.

The FAQs can be found on the NARM Toolbox webpage under the heading of “Radium,” at:
http://nrc-stp.ornl.gov/narmtoolbox.html

NRC Point of contact: If you have any questions regarding this correspondence, please
contact me or the individual named below.

POINT OF CONTACT: Torre Taylor INTERNET: torre.taylor@nrc.gov
TELEPHONE: (301) 415-7900 FAX: (301) 415-5955
IRA/
Terry Reis for

Robert J. Lewis, Director
Division of Materials Safety
and State Agreements
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs
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