
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

ATOMIC SAFETY AND LICENSING BOARD PANEL

Before the Licensing Board:

G. Paul Bollwerk, III, Chairman
Nicholas G. Trikouros 
Dr. James F. Jackson

In the Matter of

SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING CO.

(Early Site Permit for Vogtle ESP Site) 

Docket No. 52-011-ESP

ASLBP No. 07-850-01-ESP-BD01

October 24, 2008

MEMORANDUM AND ORDER
(Revised General Schedule)

In a separate memorandum and order issued this date, the Licensing Board admits a

new contention, EC 6.0, for litigation in this proceeding.  As a consequence, the current general

schedule for this proceeding must be updated to accommodate this additional issue, including

postponing the evidentiary hearings on contested and uncontested environmental issues now

scheduled for January 2009.  

In that regard, the general schedule previously provided by the Board had included a

contingency for the admission of any new contention associated with issuance of the NRC

staff’s final environmental impact statement (FEIS), as is the case with contention EC 6.0.  As a

consequence, we will now implement that alternative schedule, albeit with one revision intended

to mitigate the scheduling impact of postponing the January 2009 hearing.  The Board hearing

on contested environmental issues, which is scheduled for March 16-19, 2009, will be followed

on March 23-25, 2009, by the mandatory hearing on both uncontested environmental and safety



- 2 -

1 Joint Intervenors include the Center for a Sustainable Coast, Savannah Riverkeeper,
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, Atlanta Women’s Action for New Directions, and Blue
Ridge Environmental Defense League.  

2 Copies of this memorandum and order were sent this date by the agency’s E-Filing
system to counsel for (1) applicant SNC; (2) Joint Intervenors; and (3) the staff. 

issues, subject to any scheduling changes that may be warranted by the submission/admission

of any additional safety/safety evaluation report (SER)-related issues.  

In that regard, to ensure that the Board is made aware as soon as practicable of any

new safety issues that Joint Intervenors1 might wish to raise relative to the staff’s SER, besides

the existing schedule for filing new contentions following the issuance of the final SER in early

February 2009, the general schedule now includes a timeline for filing new contentions based

on the advanced SER that the staff has indicated it will issue in mid-November 2008 prior to the

scheduled early December 2008 Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS)

committee meeting to review the advanced SER. 

Any comments regarding this memorandum and order should be filed on or before

Wednesday, October 29, 2008. 

It is so ORDERED.

FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY
   AND LICENSING BOARD2

                     /RA/                                       
G. Paul Bollwerk, III
CHAIRMAN

Rockville, Maryland

October 24, 2008
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