October 23, 2008

Dr. Jacob D. Paz
402 Greenbrier St., #47
DeRidder, LA 70634

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO DR. JACOB D. PAZ'S LETTERS, DATED
SEPTEMBER 6, 2008, AND SEPTEMBER 16, 2008 CONCERNING
U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION’S DOCKETING REVIEW OF A
LICENSE APPLICATION FOR A PROPOSED GEOLOGIC REPOSITORY AT
YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA

Dear Dr. Paz:

| am responding to your letters, dated September 6, 2008, and September 16, 2008, in which
you ask if the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff will include, as part of its
decision to docket the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) license application for a proposed
repository at Yucca Mountain, a written reply to the issues you raised in a petition to the
Commission dated June 18, 2008, and supplemented on July 28, 2008.

On September 15, 2008, NRC staff published a Notice of Docketing in the Federal Register,
announcing its decision to docket the license application and start a detailed technical review of
its contents. The staff did not take into consideration the issues raised by your petition during its
docketing review of the license application, nor did it include a written reply to them in its
correspondence announcing the docketing decision.

On August 22, 2008, in Memorandum and Order No. CLI-08-20, the Commission dismissed
your petition, but stated that its dismissal was “without prejudice to the petitioners’ right to
pursue identical claims, but in the form of proposed adjudicatory “contentions,” when and if the
application is docketed and a Notice of Hearing issues.” In its discussion of its decision, the
Commission stated that, “[t]hese issues, which raise legal or factual challenges related to the
application, are appropriately considered as proposed contentions in the context of a merits
hearing on the application.”

Sincerely,

IRA/
Lawrence E. Kokajko, Director
Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards
Docket No. 63-001
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Dr. Jacob D. Paz
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DeRidder, LA 70634
SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO DR. JACOB D. PAZ'S LETTERS, DATED

SEPTEMBER 6, 2008, AND SEPTEMBER 16, 2008 CONCERNING

U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION’S DOCKETING REVIEW OF A
LICENSE APPLICATION FOR A PROPOSED GEOLOGIC REPOSITORY AT
YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA

Dear Dr. Paz:

| am responding to your letters, dated September 6, 2008, and September 16, 2008, in which
you ask if the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff will include, as part of its
decision to docket the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) license application for a proposed
repository at Yucca Mountain, a written reply to the issues you raised in a petition to the
Commission dated June 18, 2008, and supplemented on July 28, 2008.

On September 15, 2008, NRC staff published a Notice of Docketing in the Federal Register,
announcing its decision to docket the license application and start a detailed technical review of
its contents. The staff did not take into consideration the issues raised by your petition during its
docketing review of the license application, nor did it include a written reply to them in its
correspondence announcing the docketing decision.

On August 22, 2008, in Memorandum and Order No. CLI-08-20, the Commission dismissed
your petition, but stated that its dismissal was “without prejudice to the petitioners’ right to
pursue identical claims, but in the form of proposed adjudicatory “contentions,” when and if the
application is docketed and a Notice of Hearing issues.” In its discussion of its decision, the
Commission stated that, “[t]hese issues, which raise legal or factual challenges related to the
application, are appropriately considered as proposed contentions in the context of a merits
hearing on the application.”

Sincerely,

IRA/

Lawrence E. Kokajko, Director
Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

Docket No. 63-001

cc: See enclosed list
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