SSINS No.: 6835

UNI TED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COWM SSI ON
OFFI CE OF | NSPECTI ON AND ENFORCEMENT
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555

Decenber 7, 1983

| EINFORVATION NOTICE NO. 83-81:  ENTRY INTO H GH RADI ATI ON AREAS FROM AREAS
WH CH ARE NOT UNDER DI RECT SURVEI LLANCE

Addr essees:

Al licensees authorized to use portable radiography devices i nradi ogr aphy
progr ans.

Pur pose:

This information notice i sprovided as a notification of a potentially signi
ficant problem pertaining to entry into high radiation areas from outside the
area under direct surveillance.

Description of Gircunstances:

During arecent routine radiographic operation on a pi Peline I nAaska, an
incident occurred which could have resulted i na signiticant exposure to a
menber of the public. The work involved the radiographic examination of welds
on a 24-inch-dianeter ﬁi peline. While the exposures were being made, a wel der
was craw ing through the pipe near the section being radi ographed. The wel der
had entered the pipe on a crawler some 300 feet from the radi ographi ¢ opera
tion and was to perform "backweld" repairs fromwithin the pipeline. Hs
presence inthe pipe was unknown and undetected by the radiography crew

Radi ographers or their assistants are required by 10 CFR 34.41 to maintain
direct surveillance of radiographic operations to protect against unauthorized
entry into ahigh radiation area except when the high radiation area i Sequip
ped with a control device or an alarmsystemor where the hi gh radiation area
| slocked to protect against entry. During this operaition, the radiography
crew was enpl oying direct visual surveillance fromth~ir positions external

to the pipe. The high radiation area inside the pipe was not under surveil
lance nor was access to it controlled by the radiography crew.

Di scussi on:

| tisexpected that recipients wll review the infornation for applicability
to their operations and consider actions, ifappropriate, to preclude a simlar
probl em from occurring.
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We suggest that radiography crews be aware that high radiation areas are not
always within vision. While access to these areas may normally be considered
unlikely, it remains the respor.ibility of the licensee to control access
when radiographic operations a e in progress.

No written response to this invcruation notice is required. If you have any
questions regarding this matter, please contact the Regional Administrator
of the appropriate NRC regional office, or this office.

AT

Jameq G. Partlow, Acting Director
Dividon of Quality Assurance, Safequards,
and Inspection Programs, IE

Technical Contact: J. R. Metzger, IE
(301) 492-4947

Attachment:
Recently Issued IE Information Notices



LIST OF RECENTLY ISSUED
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December 7, 1983

Information
Notice No.

Subject

Date of
Issue

Issued to

83-80

83-79

83-78

83-77

83-76

83-75

83-74

83-73

Use of Specialized "Stiff"
Pipe Clamps

Apparently Improper Use of
Components in Safety-Related
Systems

Apparent Improper Modifica-
tion of a Component Affect-
ing Plant Safety

Air/Gas Entrainment Events
Resulting in System Failures

Reactor Trip Breaker Malfunc-
tions (Undervoltage Trip
Devices on GE Type AK-2-25)

Improper Control Rod Mani-
pulation

Rupture of Cesium-137
Source Used in Well-Logging
Operations

Radiation Exposure from
Gloves Contaminated with
Uranium Daughter Products

11/23/83

11/23/83

11/17/83

11/14/83

11/2/83

11/03/83

11/03/83

10/31/83

A1l power reactor
facilities holding
an OL or CP; NSSS

" and AEs

A1l power reactor
facilities holding
an OL or CP

A1l power reactor
facilities holding
an JL or CP

A1l power reactor
facilities holding
an OL or CP

A11 power reactor
facilities holding
an OL or CP

A11 power reactor
facilities holding
an OL or CP

A11 NRC licensees auth-
orized to possess and
Jse sealed sources
containing byproduct

or special nuclear
material in well-logging
operations.

A11 licensees autho-
rized to process uran-
ium as source material
and metal producers of
alloys except uranium
mills, uranium fuel
fabrication plants &
nuclear power plants.

oL
cp

nn

Operating License
Construction Permit
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