November 5, 2008

MEMORANDUM TO: Donnie Harrison, Acting Chief
Safety Issues Resolution Branch
Division of Safety Systems
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Joe Golla, Project Manager /RA/
Generic Communications and Power Uprate Branch
Division of Policy and Rulemaking
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF SEPTEMBER 25, 2008, PUBLIC MEETING WITH THE
NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE (NEI) AND INDUSTRY TO DISCUSS
ISSUES RELATED TO THE RESOLUTION OF GENERIC SAFETY
ISSUE (GSI)-191

On September 25, 2008, Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff met with representatives
of NEI and industry in a public meeting at NRC headquarters in Rockville, Maryland.
Enclosure 1 provides a list of those in attendance. Enclosure 2 is the meeting agenda.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss issues related to the resolution of GSI-191 including
a Draft Regulatory Issue Summary (RIS) which addresses the expected schedule for the
resolution of remaining issues related to Generic Letter (GL) 2004-02, specifically related to in-
vessel downstream effects.

The meeting was convened by the GSI-191 Project Manager. The NRC Division Director of the
Division of Safety Systems (DSS) of the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation followed with
opening remarks. He stated that the NRC does not want to get into a protracted resolution
schedule for GSI-191 and that the NRC is considering the need for an additional regulatory
approach (e.g., license conditions) for licensee extension requests that go beyond September
30, 2009. He stressed that this consideration has not been finalized.

The Acting Branch Chief of the Safety Issues Resolution Branch (SSIB) followed this with a
discussion of the status of the NRC staff’s progress on review of licensees’ supplemental
responses to GL 2004-02.

The process of request for additional information (RAI) responses and licensees’ final
supplemental response was discussed by a representative of NEI and the SSIB Branch Chief.
It was stated by the SSIB Branch Chief that RAI responses could be integrated with the
licensees’ final supplemental response letter if it is appropriate to do so for a given licensee.

Industry representatives asked questions about the proposed license conditions mentioned at
the beginning of the meeting by the DSS Division Director. The industry representatives
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expressed concern over completing all activities by September 2009, given the difficulties of
scheduling vendor testing of their containment sump strainer modifications combined with the
NRC review process and unforeseen problems during fall 2009 refueling outages.

An NRC staff member discussed the Draft RIS and asked if there were any comments from the
industry or public on the RIS. (To view the Draft RIS refer to the meeting notice, which can be
found in the NRC Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) at
Accession No. ML082520790.) There were no comments given by industry or the public for
inclusion in the RIS. The NEI representative however expressed concern that the due date for a
licensee’s intended final response to GL 2004-02, per the guidance in the RIS, could become
confused by multiple rounds of RAls. The SSIB Acting Branch Chief indicated this concern
would be discussed with NRC management.

A member of the public inquired as to the “current thinking” for imposing license conditions and
the status of the staff’s review of the licensee’s supplemental responses. The SSIB Acting
Branch Chief provided responses to both of these questions. It was stated that the imposition of
license conditions was being considered, but that exact details were not yet formulated. The
status of the staff’s review was given to the individual.

After this, discussion ensued concerning sump screen head loss testing. Topics included
prototypic versus conservative testing, debris generation, debris preparation, thin bed test
procedures.

After this, the topic of approaches to providing additional assurance of safety were discussed.
Among them were backflushing and a beyond design basis approach where, for a cavitating
emergency core cooling pump, operators would cycle closed then open a valve somewhere in
the system that would cause a pressure wave that might dislodge debris on the sump strainer.
It was stated that it was not possible to quantify this effect.

The topic of utilizing these kinds of procedures to reduce evaluation uncertainty was discussed.
For instance, the DSS Division Director stated that if a method exists in a plant’s licensing basis
and credit for it to demonstrate compliance was not taken, then it could possibly be credited for
reducing uncertainty. He also indicated that it was “late in the game” at this point for doing this.

After this discussion, the topic of calculating net positive suction head available to credit
preexisting containment air pressure was discussed. It was agreed that the industry would draft
a white paper on this topic within a couple of weeks.

The meeting agenda was accomplished at this point and next steps were discussed. The NEI
representative asked how the NRC would communicate license conditions to licensees. The
SSIB Acting Branch Chief stated that the NRC would get back to industry on this after NRC
management decides how to implement it. The NEI representative then asked when would be
an appropriate time for the next meeting and suggested late November/early December time
frame. NRC representatives stated that this would be appropriate if there was a need at that
time for further discussions. With this the meeting was adjourned.

Enclosure 1: List of Attendees
Enclosure 2: Meeting agenda
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List of Attendees for September 25, 2008,
Meeting With NEI And Industry On GSI-191

Andrew Kaufman CDI
Andre Drake Calvert Cliffs
Leland Cerra Entergy
Roger Waters Entergy
Gilbert Zigler Alion

Stephen Dolley Platts
Linda Conklin SCE
Brian Davenport Exelon
Jin Chung MNES
Jon Cavallo CCCDL Inc.
Ricardo Salve NEI
Joe Gasper OPPD
Valerie Myers Entergy
Fred Emerson GE-Hitachi
Carl Prather CCI
Phil Rush MPR Associates
Mike Testa FENOC/BV
Ted Sockaci FENOC/BV
Graham Wallis ACRS Consultant
Dave Midlik SNC
Gary Miller Dominion
Christopher Burles Dominion
Wendy Rapisarda Exelon
Deann Raleigh Scientec
Cindy Maples TVA
Kevin Hafera Alion

Nancy Chapman* Bechtel
Tom Harding* Ginna
Randy Hart* Duke

Bruce Beifsler* FPL
Steve Putnam* Duke
Larry Doerflein* NRC Region |
Donnie Harrison NRC
Joe Golla NRC
Ralph Architzel NRC
Paul Klein NRC
Matt Yoder NRC
Allen Hiser NRC
Emma Wong NRC
Bill Ruland NRC
Roberto Torres NRC
Steve Smith NRC
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List of Attendees for September 25, 2008,
Meeting With NEI And Industry On GSI-191

Continued
Greg Ferguson Entergy/WF-3
Nicholas Petit Entergy/WF-3
Brian Slack XE Nuclear
Thomas Engbring Arizona Public Service
Bob Peterson S&L
Paul Leonard AEP DC Cook
Dale Vincent Xcel Energy
Craig Miller Progress Energy
Jay Darrell Progress Energy
Brian Dunn FPL
Mike Franklin Progress Energy
Maurice Dingler WCNOC
Tim Andreycheck Westinghouse
Paul Pyle Westinghouse
Chuck Feist Luminant Power
Dennis Buschbaum PWROG/Luminant Power
EJ Mistele Ontario Power Generation
Aaron Smith Enercon Services
Robert Walker Enercon Services
Pete Mast Alion
Robert Choromokos Alion
Steve Unikewicz Alion

* Indicates Participated Via Telecon
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MEETING AGENDA

U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC)

MEETING WITH NEI AND INDUSTRY

September 25, 2008

Introductions and meeting purpose
GL 2004-02 supplemental response review progress

Regulatory Issue summary on in-vessel
downstream effects

Discussion on Generic Letter 2004-02 response
Requests for additional information

Approaches for providing additional assurance of safety,
And addressing uncertainty, e.g., sump strainer
backflushing

Open discussion on next steps

Opportunity for public comment

Adjourn
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NRC
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NRC/NEI

NRC
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Memorandum to Donnie Harrison from Joseph A. Golla

SUBJECT:  NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 25, 2008, WITH NEI AND
INDUSTRY TO DISCUSS VARIOUS ISSUES RELATED TO GENERIC SAFETY ISSUE
(GSI)-191

DISTRIBUTION:

PUBLIC

E-Mail:
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Donnie Harrison
Joe Golla

Ralph Architzel
Martin Murphy
Jared Wermiel
Paul Klein

John Lehning
Leon Whitney
Ervin Geiger
Matthew Yoder
Allen Hiser
Michele Evans
Stephen Smith
John Burke
Roberto Torres
John Butler (JCB@NEI.ORG)
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