ATTACHMENT H



UNITED STATES -
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

June 26, 1998

Mr. L. Robert Puschendorf
Nebraska State Historical Society
1500 R Street

P.O. Box 82254

Lincoln, Nebraska 68501

SUBJECT:  TRADITIONAL CULTURAL PROPERTIES SURVEY FOR CROW BUTTE
IN-SITU LEACH URANIUM MINING PERMIT AREA :

Dear Mr. Puschendorf:

By letter dated May 4, 1998, in your capacity as the Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
(SHPO) for the State of Nebraska, you informed the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) staff of the Nebraska SHPO office’s conclusions regarding Crow Butte Resources, Inc.’s
(CBR's) efforts in identifying traditional cultural properties (TCPs) in the vicinity of CBR’s Crow
Butte Uranium Project. The purpose of this letter is to confirm the telephone discussions held
on June 3, 1998, between you and Mr. James Park of my staff, regarding this letter.

Based on those discussions, it is the NRC staff's understanding that CBR has conducted a
good faith effort in attempting to identify TCPs and that no such properties were identified as
a result of CBR's efforts. In addition, the staff understands that the extent of the survey
conducted covers the entire 3000-acre aquifer exemption area approved by the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for CBR's in-situ leach uranium mining

operations.

In your letter, you stated that the Nebraska SHPO office considers NRC's renewal of CBR's
operating license to be a “conditional no adverse effect.” The NRC staff understands that the
word “conditional” refers to a previous NRC commitment to require CBR, by NRC license
condition, to conduct a cultural resource inventory before engaging in any construction activity
not previously assessed by NRC. This requirement currently is a condition in CBR's source
material license with NRC. However, with the completion of the TCP survey and its acceptance
by the Nebraska SHPO office, and in conjunction with the previous archaeological surveys
performed by CBR, the NRC staff considers that this condition has been met by CBR for the
approved EPA aquifer exemption area. It is the NRC staff's understanding, based on your
discussions with Mr. Park, that this is the Nebraska SHPO office’s conclusion too.

For his part, Mr. Park confirmed that, under its licens 2 with NRC, CBR also is required to:
. Notify NRC of its consultation with the’Nebraska State Historical Society prior to any

developmental activity in the immediate vicinity of the six “potentially eligible” sites
identified by previous archaeological surveys; and
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. Cease any work resulting in the discovery of previously unknown cultural artifacts, to
inventory and evaluate the artifacts in accordance with 36 CFR Part 800, and to obtain
NRC authorization before proceeding with further disturbance.

These conditions are unaffected by the completion of the TCP survey.

The NRC staff has appreciated the opportunity to consult with the Nebraska SHPO office.
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Mr. Park at (301) 415-6699.

Sincerely,

L Yl

Joseph J. Holonich, Chief

Uranium Recovery Branch

Division of Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

Docket No. 40-8943
License No. SUA-1534

cc: T. Steinacher, NE/Fort Robinson
S. Collings, CBR ~
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