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March 27, 1989

Mr. Gary Konwinski

U:S. Nuelear Regulatory Commission
Uraniom Recovery Field Office

Hox 25325

Denver, Colorado-80225

Dear Gary:

Enelosed is-a copy of the NDEC Notice of Permit Issuance and Hearing and Draft
Permit. There are a few differences in monitoring and reporting requirements that
should be parallel with the NRC license. i'm-sure you've pointed that out before.
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STATE OF NEBRASKA
INEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAY. CONTROL

KAV A, ORR | DENNIS GRAMS
GOVERNGR DRECTOR

/ "

/ varch 13, 1989
MOTLCE o PERMIT ISSUANCE AMD REARING
Departuent af Environmental Control

Viater Rualtity Division
tLincoln, Nebraska

Jor_Underarowfi_njection and_#ingra) Production i . Chapters 31, 3
and 33, theJ Nebraska Dapariment of tavironmental Control (HDEC) is
'1n“ngsing J0 issue Permit Humber MEO122611 to Ferret fxploration Company
of ebraska, Inc., 1800 Glenarm Place. Suite 400, Denves, ColYorado #0202.

Notige );jhcrehy giVnn pursuant to Title 122, Nyles_and_Regqulaiions

o

Ferret Exploration Cumpany of Nebraska. Inc. (FEN) proposes to
operate a commercial scale in-situ uranium mining facility Known as the
Crow Butte Uranium Project near Crawferd, Hebraska. The permittee has
been operating an i -situ wranium mining pilot plant at the site since
July of 1986 under Permit Number NEO114162. The activity 1nvolves Class
111 underground injcction and mineral production.

One goal of + e pilot plant operation was to demonstrate the
capability of the operator fo return groundwater affocted by the mining
process to festoration Values as defined by Permit Number NE0114152. On
December 12, 1988, the Department determined that FEN had successfully met
all Restoration Values in Wellfield Number 2 during the six-month period
of stabilization. Theretore. the NOLC determined that FEMN had
successfully demonstrated the capability to restore a wellfield after
mininyg was complete.

The commercial pernit would incorporate the facilities and assume the
remaining Yiabilities of the pilot plant that are currently covered under
Permit Number NEO114162 and associated financial responsibility. FEN has
requested wnd the NDEC is proposing the pilot plant permit (NEO114162) be
terminated upon iscuance ot this commercial permit (Title 122, Chapter 9,
Section 006).

Persons may request a fact sheet, draft permit, or may comment upon or
objeqt to the proposed permit issuance or may request a public hearing by
writing to Dennis Grams, Uepartment of Lnvironmental Control, P.U. Box
98922, "301 Centennial Mall “outh. Lincoln. Nebraska 68509 within 30 days
of this publication date. A request or petition for a public hearing
cnall state the nature of the issues proposed to be raised at a hearing
and all arguments and factual ground supporting such positions. Al
comments shall be considered prior to making a final decision renarding
the proposed permit issuance.

I'f substantive written comments are received daring the 10-day period

after publication of this notice, a public hearing will be held nn the
proposed permit issuance pursuant to Title 122, Chapter 33, at 7:00 p.m;.
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