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Pursuant to the Commission’s direction in SRM-SECY-06-0244, “Final Rulemaking – 
10 CFR Part 26 – Fitness-For-Duty Programs,” the NRC staff is requesting a response to the 
following questions related to the individuals who perform quality control and quality 
verification (QC/QV) functions at a nuclear power plant.  In SRM-SECY-06-0244, the 
Commission directed that the NRC staff ensure that licensee personnel who actually perform 
"independent QC/QV checks" under the licensee's NRC-approved Quality Assurance 
Program are subject to the same fatigue management requirements as operating personnel 
defined in 10 CFR 26.4(a)(1). 
 
The NRC seeks to gather information that clearly illustrates how quality is assured at your 
organization.  The scope of the questions below is limited to the activities included in your 
current practice for the performance of QC/QV checks of maintenance activities of your risk-
informed structures, systems, and components, and are those activities covered by the 10 
CFR Part 26 definition of “maintenance,” which is onsite “modification, surveillance, post-
maintenance testing, and corrective and preventive maintenance.”  To assist the NRC in 
gathering information on this topic, you are requested to provide responses to the following 
questions.  
 
A public meeting for this rulemaking is anticipated to be held in February 2009.  
Respondents are encouraged to participate in the public meeting to discuss these and other 
issues related to the rulemaking. 
 
Any responses that contain proprietary information should include a request for protection 
under 10 CFR 2.390. 
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1. For the terms below, if your site formally controls the use of any of the following terms, 

please provide the site’s definition. 
a. Quality control 
b. Quality verification 
c. Inspection 
d. Independent verification 
e. Hold point 
f. Peer check/review 
g. Validation 

 
 
2. a. Identify the group or groups that perform independent QC/QV checks of maintenance 

activities at your site.  Check all that apply. 
 

  _____ Electrical Maintenance 
  _____ Instrument Maintenance 
  _____ Mechanical Maintenance 
  _____ Quality Assurance/Quality Control 
  _____ other, please identify 

 
 

  b. If the maintenance organizations are performing QC/QV checks, is that the main 
function of the personnel in the group(s) or just one of the many functions the individual 
might perform? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Does your organization consider the personnel performing independent QC/QV checks 
of maintenance activities to be subject to the requirements of 10 CFR Part 26, Subpart I, 
as specified under 10 CFR 26.201?  If not, why? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4. When verification of independent QC/QV checks are required, which personnel provide 
verification that the QC/QV check was performed? 
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Please complete the following table below by answering the questions in Columns B, C, and D 
for each type of personnel listed in column A: 
 
 
KEY For Answering Column 3: 
 
A: Not covered 
 
B: Covered because they do at least one of the following: 

• Operate or direct the on-site operation of risk-significant SSCs;∗  
• Perform health physics or chemistry duties as a member of the on-site emergency 

response organization minimum shift complement;  
• Perform the duties of a fire brigade member who is responsible for understanding the 

effects of fire and fire suppressants on safe shutdown capability. 
 
C: Covered because they perform maintenance or on-site directing of the maintenance of risk-

significant SSCs.* 
 
D: Covered because they perform security duties as an armed security force officer, alarm 

station operator, response team leader, or watchperson. 
 
E: Other (please explain). 
 
 
 

                                                 
∗ Risk-significant SSCs are SSCs that a risk-informed evaluation process has shown to be significant to public health 
and safety 
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Column 4 
(Please provide information that 

you have readily available) 

Column 1 
 
Type of independent QC/QV 
check  

Column 2 
 
Which group(s) in your 
organization performs the 
activity in Column 1? 

Column 3 
 
Will these staff be covered by fatigue 
requirements under Subpart I of Part 26? 
 

Number of 
designated 
staff per shift 

Percent of time per 
designated person 
to perform these 
activities 

Non-outage 
 

 

_____ 25 % 
_____ 50 % 
_____ 75 % 
_____ 100 % 

Perform inspection of activities 
affecting quality to verify 
conformance with the 
documented instructions, 
procedures, and drawings for 
accomplishing the activity. 
 

  
A         B         C         D         E        

(Select a letter and add explanation as 
necessary) 

 
 
 

  

Outage 
_____ 25 % 
_____ 50 % 
_____ 75 % 
_____ 100 % 

Non-outage _____ 25 % 
_____ 50 % 
_____ 75 % 
_____ 100 % 

Assure that examinations, 
measurements, or tests of 
material or products processed 
are performed for each work 
operation where necessary to 
assure quality. 
 

 A         B         C         D         E        
(Select a letter and add explanation as 

necessary) 
 
 
 
    

Outage _____ 25 % 
_____ 50 % 
_____ 75 % 
_____ 100 % 

Non-outage _____ 25 % 
_____ 50 % 
_____ 75 % 
_____ 100 % 

If inspection of processed 
material or products is 
impossible or disadvantageous, 
perform indirect control by 
monitoring processing 
methods, equipment, and 
personnel. 
 

 A         B         C         D         E        
(Select a letter and add explanation as 

necessary) 
 
 
 
       

Outage _____ 25 % 
_____ 50 % 
_____ 75 % 
_____ 100 % 

Non-outage 
 
 
 
 

_____ 25 % 
_____ 50 % 
_____ 75 % 
_____ 100 % 

 
Inspection and documentation 
of hold points. 
 
 
 

  
A         B         C         D         E        

(Select a letter and add explanation as 
necessary) 

 
 
 
     

Outage _____ 25 % 
_____ 50 % 
_____ 75 % 
_____ 100 % 
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