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US Nuclear Regulatory Comm|SS|on '
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 -

Subject: Uranium Recovery GEIS Comments

Dear NRC:

| appreciate the opportunity to comment on the above subject. It is obvious that the NRC does
not have the expertise, ability, or regulations to regulate the uranium solution mining industry.
The GEIS is based on information from a few operations where compliance with existing
regulations and NRC Licenses is dismal at best.

The GEIS fails to recognize that the plastic well construction methods currently used are

insufficient for the mining uranium and the high pressures that they are subjected to. This is

evidenced by thousands of wells that are leaking into shallow zones at the Cameco operations

in Wyoming. The GEIS also fails to assess that the contaminated zones that are used by area
_ ranchers are not requrred to have monitoring wells!

' The NRC does not have the staff or ability to properly oversee an industry located 1000's of
£ miles: from. DC: The GEIS needs to explarn how NRC will enforce regulations they do not
have.

.+ The GEIS does not explain how the NRC can permit continuing violations of existing licenses
when the state of Wyoming issues numerous violations and the NRC does nothing. What is
the regulatory mechanism that allows such a profound disregard for compliance with NRC
licenses?

Sincerely

James J. Johnson
Cheyenne Wyoming
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