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Comment

We use a Cesium irradiator for all of our hematopoietic stem cell research. On 71T
average, we use our irradiator once a week. A Cesium irradiator is very precise, -:
provides the required radiation dose cheaply, quickly, and as an instrument, is
very easy to maintain and service. Most importantly, in the area of work I am
involved with, the majority of the historic data base was generated with Cesium 11-7
irradiators. Given that different sources of radiation have different biologic C)
effects in experimental animals, changing the radiation source and/or not having ---I

Cesium as the source of radiation for experimental hematology research will -.
require the generation of a totally new data base for the entire scientific CO
community. This will undoubtedly take several years. In addition, different
investigators will end up using different sources of radiation instead of Cesium
thus generating smaller, and perhaps heterogeneous and contradicting new data
bases. when all of these issues are taken together, the elimination of CsCI
sources for this type of work is going to cost valuable time, a large amount of
money, and a huge number of experimental animals before we are back to where
we
are today in our understanding of how to examine hematopoietic stem cells for
their life-saving properties.
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