October 29, 2008

Technical Specifications Task Force
11921 Rockville Pike

Suite 100

Rockville, MD 20852

Dear Sirs:

The Technical Specification Task Force (TSTF) submitted Revision 3 of TSTF-446, “Risk
Informed Evaluation of Extensions to Containment Isolation Valve Completion Times (WCAP-
15971),” to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) by letter dated February 19, 2008,
(Agencywide Documents and Management System (ADAMS) Accession No. ML080510164).
The revision to TSTF-446 reflected submittal of Revision 2 of the supporting Topical Report
(WCAP-15791) and changes requested by the NRC during an October 11, 2007, teleconference
between the TSTF and the NRC.

During the September 11, 2008, Public Meeting with the TSTF, the NRC staff stated that TSTF-
446 will not be processed using the Consolidated Line Item Improvement Process (CLIIP)
because technical branch review will be required for each license amendment request (LAR).
However, the staff stated that it still plans to develop a model application and a model Safety
Evaluation (SE) for TSTF-446 similar to what is currently being done for TSTF-425, “Relocate
Surveillance Frequencies to Licensee Control-RITSTF Initiative 5.” TSTF-425 is currently being
reviewed by the NRC. TSTF-446 will be processed after TSTF-425 has been issued for
comment period so that lessons learned from the internal review of TSTF-425 can be
incorporated in TSTF-446.

Accordingly, the target completion dates for the Federal Register Notification for Comment and
Notice of Availability have been tentatively re-scheduled to 12/31/2008 and 03/30/2009,
respectively.

If you have any questions related to this issue or action please contact Ravi Grover at (301) 415-
2166 or e-mail ravinder.grover@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,
/RA/
Robert B. Elliott, Chief
Technical Specifications Branch
Division of Inspection and Regional Support
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: See next page
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